
POLITICS OF 1965
President Lyndon Johnson proposes a “Great Society” (a collection of social initiatives).

Operation Rolling Thunder is launched against targets in North Vietnam.

The Supreme Court approves conscientious objector status allowing
people with certain beliefs to not serve in the military.

First U.S. combat troops enter South Vietnam.

Malcolm X is assassinated.

Medicare legislation is passed.

Congress passes law that makes the burning of draft cards illegal.

Higher Education Act provides financial assistance for college students.

Immigration Act of 1965 allows more immigrants to enter the U.S.

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS OF 1965
American poet Allen Ginsberg coins the phrase
“Flower Power.”

Teenagers use phrases including outta’ sight,
swell, square, far out, and hip.

University of Michigan “teach-in” is the first antiwar protest.

Watts riots bring six days of violence 
in South Los Angeles, Calif.

CULTURAL EVENTS OF 1965
Sony and Cher appear on American Bandstand singing 
“I’ve Got You Babe.”

The National Foundation of the Arts and Humanities is founded.

The Keepers of the House by Shirley Anne Grau wins the Pulitzer
Prize for literature.

Pop artist Andy Warhol completes his “purple” and “blue” Campbell Soup Can;
Tomato paintings. 

The Beatles play at Shea Stadium in front of a record-breaking audience of 55,600.

Astronaut Edward White travels 100 miles above the earth for the first U.S. 
space walk.

GENERAL QUESTIONS:

1. When and where were you born? 

2. What was a major news event of your teen years? How did you feel about it? What influence did it have on

you?

3. How have your political views changed since you were a teenager? 

4. Were there any events of the ‘60s in which you were an actual participant? 

5. Were there any fads during your youth that you remember vividly? 

6. Who is your favorite artist (singer, actor, painter, writer, etc.) from the ‘60s? 

7. Do you remember how your parents felt about the events of the ‘60s? Did their opinions match yours? How

did they differ? 

8. How is the world different now from the way it was when you were a teenager? In what ways is it better? 

In what ways is it worse? 

9. Do you remember your dreams (personal, political, social) for the future when you were a teenager?

10. When you were my age, how would you have defined the American dream? 

Excerpt from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speech “I Have a Dream,”
delivered on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington,
D.C., on August 28, 1963

hen the architects of our republic wrote the
magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration
of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to
which every American was to fall heir. 

This note was a promise that all men would be
guaranteed the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. It is obvious today that America has
defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of
color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred
obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad
check which has come back marked “insufficient funds.”
But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is
bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient
funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. 

So we have come to cash this check—a check that
will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the
security of justice. We have also come to this hallowed
spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of now. This
is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take
the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to rise
from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the
sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to open the
doors of opportunity to all of God’s children. Now is the
time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice
to the solid rock of brotherhood.

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency
of the moment and to underestimate the determination of
the Negro. This sweltering summer of the Negro’s
legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an
invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. 

Nineteen sixty-
three is not an end,
but a beginning.
Those who hope that
the Negro needed to
blow off steam and will now be content will have a rude
awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. There
will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until the
Negro is granted his citizenship rights. 

The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the
foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice
emerges. But there is something that I must say to my
people who stand on the warm threshold which leads into
the palace of justice. In the process of gaining our rightful
place we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not
seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the
cup of bitterness and hatred. 

We must forever conduct our struggle on the high
plane of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our
creative protest to degenerate into physical violence.
Again and again we must rise to the majestic heights of
meeting physical force with soul force. 

The marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the
Negro community must not lead us to distrust of all white
people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by
their presence here today, have come to realize that their
destiny is tied up with our destiny and their freedom is
inextricably bound to our freedom. 

We cannot walk alone… 

—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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The goals you set today may change tomorrow. Interview a
family member to find out how he or she has explored life’s
possibilities throughout his or her lifetime. 
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Sometimes words can change the world. Circle THREE of the following quotes that relate to your
personal memories, dreams, or emotions. On a separate sheet of paper or on the back of this
page, write about your feelings or what you remember when reading each of these phrases.

1

“I am waiting for my number to be called
and I am waiting
for the living end
and I am waiting 
for dad to come home his pockets full
of irradiated silver dollars
and I am waiting…” (1)

“Few men are willing to brave the disapproval of their fellows, the censure of their
colleagues, the wrath of their society. Moral courage is a rarer commodity than
bravery in battle or great intelligence. Yet it is the one essential, vital quality for
those who seek to change a world which yields most painfully to change.” (9)

“What the world needs now,
is love, sweet love, it’s the
only thing that there’s just
too little of.” (7)

“Strange new problems are being reported in the
growing generations of children whose mothers
were always there, driving them around, helping
them with their homework—an inability to endure
pain or discipline or pursue any self-sustained goal
of any sort, a devastating boredom with life.” (5)

“A

re
yo

u going to let your emotional life be run by Time Magazine?”
(3)

“To make people free is the aim of art, therefore art for me is the science of freedom.” (4)

“Chaos is a friend of mine.”(6)

“We hold the rock!”(10)

“I have plans to burn my drum,
move out

and civilize this hair. See my nose?
I smash it

straight for you. These teeth? I
scrub my teeth

away with stones. I know you help
me now I matter.

And I—I come to you, head down,
bleeding from my smile,

happy for the snow clean hands of
you, my friends.” (2)

“The old law about ‘an eye for an eye’
leaves everybody blind.”(8)
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Possibilities
of the Past

I Have a DreamThe Possibilities of Words

Bonus: The second half of this famous speech begins: “I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the
difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.” Visit
www.usconstitution.net/dreams.html for the complete text and describe how the speech works together as a whole.

AFTER THE INTERVIEW:
Look over your notes. Think about the interview and highlight the most interesting topics. What did you learn?
Did the interview change your views? Analyze how your family member’s responses compare with your own.
Write a 250–500 word essay describing how your American dream compares to that of your parents. Then visit
www.campbellsdreams.com to find out how to use this essay for the opportunity to win a $100,000 scholarship
plus a walk-on role on NBC’s American Dreams!
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“I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King, Jr. Copyright © 1963 by Martin Luther King, Jr. Copyright renewed by Coretta Scott King. Reprinted by arrangement with the Heirs to the Estate of Martin Luther King, Jr. c/o The King Center.
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Imagine that
you are a
teenager in
1965. 
How would YOU react?
How about your parents? 
Write a short dialogue
showing what you might
have said to your parents
to describe your thoughts
and emotions.
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Spotlight on 1965
Choose one event below. In a small group, research how each event might have
affected children, teens, and adults and discuss how the event relates to the
concept of the American dream. 




