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RIGHT PLACE,
RIGHT TIME

POETRY
IN MOTION

Y ou can see incredible mountains, winding rivers, deep oceans, 
open fields, and much more when you travel across the United States. 
Follow the train routes on your classroom map to answer the questions below.

1. Just like the pioneers, gold prospectors, and the Pony Express, you’re part of the earliest transcontinental 
rail route. You’re leaving from San Francisco, Calif., and traveling through Reno, Nev., Salt Lake City, Utah,
Denver, Colo., and ending your trip in Chicago, Ill.

a) What mountain ranges do you cross? 

b) Approximately how many miles are you traveling? 

2. Look out the window as you travel from Bakersfield, Calif., to Sacramento, Calif. As you travel through the
valley you’ll take in plenty of sights.

a) Name the major California cities you will see. 

b) Describe one national park you could visit along the way. 

3. Traveling from Chicago, Ill., to Portland, Ore., you’ll pass through seven states and follow the trail of Lewis
and Clark. Along the way you might catch a glimpse of the mountains, the Sears Tower, and Glacier
National Park.

a) What states will you travel through? 

b) What mountains will you pass? 

c) Which of the following regions will you travel through: northwest, southwest, midwest, southeast, or northeast? 

Extension

Imagine that you are traveling on one of the routes described above. Keep a
travel journal and write about how it feels to be a passenger on the train.

I. Introduction 

A. Subject 

B. Thesis Statement or Your Opinion 

1. Supporting Reason #1 

2. Supporting Reason #2 

II. Supporting Paragraph #1 

A. Topic 

1. Detail 

2. Detail 

III. Supporting Paragraph #2 

A. Topic 

1. Detail 

2. Detail 

IV. Conclusion 

A. Restate the Subject 

B. Restate the Thesis Statement or Your Opinion

1. Supporting Reason #1 

2. Supporting Reason #2 

Extension

On a large poster board, illustrate and label the parts of a train,
including the mechanical feature that you researched. Attach 
your written report and present it to the class.

H ow do trains pull themselves up big hills? How do they stay
on the tracks? It’s time for you to “conduct” some research.
Select one mechanical aspect of a train that really interests you
such as the engine, the generator, or the wheels. Using the outline below,
write a research report that describes how technology has improved this
mechanical feature over time. Predict how it might be improved in the future.

T here are so many exciting places that you can explore, but you’ll need 
to keep your math skills sharp so you don’t end up in the wrong place at
the wrong time! Use the train timetables below to answer these problems.

Understand

1. List three different titles for this poem that would still give the reader a good idea of what this poem is about:

a) 

b) 

c) 

2. A synonym for the word cattle is .

3. An antonym for the word gone is .

4. An idiom in this poem is .

5. What does this idiom really mean? .

Write

Now it’s your turn to be a poet. Write a poem with your classmates about the magic of traveling by train, boat,
or airplane. Your poem doesn’t have to rhyme, and it can be in any form. Maybe you’ll choose to write a
rhyming, free verse, or haiku poem!

Extension

Create a “word find” for a classmate that uses all the rhyming words in this poem.

To start, read
about these trains
High-speed train: As this train whizzes
around bends, it tilts slightly in the
direction that it’s turning. This is a very
fast train. Electrical wires that run above
the railroad tracks provide the power
that makes the train go. Passengers
enjoy a smooth ride.

Freight train: The cars on this train
carry heavy things from place to place.
The last car on this train is called the
caboose.

Steam engine: On this old train, a man
keeps water hot by adding coals to a fire
in the boiler. The hot water creates steam,
and the steam powers the engine.

Passenger train: These trains carry
passengers and use diesel oil and
electricity to run. Diesel oil is used to
run the generator, the generator makes
electricity, and the electricity powers the
motor that turns the train’s wheels.

Crane train: When trees or other large
objects fall on the tracks, this train uses
its large hook to clear them away.

From a Railway Carriage
By Robert Louis Stevenson (1850–1894)

Faster than fairies, faster than witches,
Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches;

And charging along like troops in a battle,
All through the meadows the horses and cattle:

All of the sights of the hill and the plain
Fly as thick as driving rain;

And ever again, in the wink of an eye,
Painted stations whistle by.

Here is a child who clambers and scrambles,
All by himself and gathering brambles;
Here is a tramp who stands and gazes;

And there is the green for stringing the daisies!
Here is a cart run away in the road
Lumping along with man and load;

And here is a mill and there is a river:
Each a glimpse and gone for ever!

1. It’s Saturday and you’re headed from San Diego to
Anaheim! You’ll get to the train station in San Diego 
at 10:00 A.M.

a) What number train do you have to catch?

b) What time does this train depart, and when 
does it arrive?

c) What is the duration of the trip?

d) You have to be home by 8:00 P.M. What time
does the train that will get you back to San
Diego leave from Anaheim?

2. Your older brother works in Oceanside Mondays
through Fridays. You have a day off from school,
and you are traveling from San Diego to visit him.

a) Your brother will meet you at the station at
10:18 A.M. What number train will you take?

b) Are the San Diego and Oceanside stations
accessible to people using wheelchairs?

c) You have to be home by 7:00 P.M. What
number train will you take?

d) If your parents arrive at the station at 6:52 P.M. to
pick you up, how long will they wait?
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Paso Robles - San Luis Obispo - Santa Barbara - Los Angeles - Orange County - San Diego
Train Number 582 784 586 588 590
Normal Days of Operation Daily Daily Fr SaSu Mo-Fr
On Board Service

Symbol
Los Angeles, CA ; Dp 4 10 P 5 10 P 6 00 P 6 35 P 7 35 P
Fullerton, CA ; 4 42 P 5 42 P 6 32 P 7 07 P 8 07 P
Anaheim, CA ; 4 51 P 5 51 P 6 41 P 7 16 P 8 16 P
Santa Ana, CA ; 5 00 P 6 00 P 6 50 P 7 25 P 8 25 P
Irvine, CA ; 5 14 P 6 13 P 7 01 P 7 39 P 8 36 P
San Juan Capistrano, CA ; 5 31 P 6 27 P 7 15 P 7 53 P 8 50 P
Oceanside, CA ; 6 00 P 6 58 P 7 51 P 8 24 P 9 23 P
Solana Beach, CA ; 6 17 P 7 13 P 8 06 P 8 39 P 9 41 P
San Diego, CA ; Ar 7 00 P 7 50 P 8 42 P 9 15 P 10 20 P
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Photo courtesy of Amtrak.
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Symbol and Reference Mark
; All station facilities are fully accessible to persons

using wheelchairs.

© Thinkstock/PictureQuest

San Diego - Orange County - Los Angeles - Santa Barbara - San Luis Obispo - Paso Robles
Train Number 565 567 769 571 573
Normal Days of Operation Daily Mo-Fr Daily SaSu Mo-Fr
On Board Service

Symbol
San Diego, CA ; Dp 7 05 A 8 10 A 9 30 A 10 35 A 10 50 A
Solana Beach, CA ; 7 38 A 8 43 A 10 03 A 11 08 A 11 23 A
Oceanside, CA ; 7 55 A 8 58 A 10 18 A 11 24 A 11 39 A
San Juan Capistrano, CA ; 8 30 A 9 31 A 10 49 A 11 55 A 12 10 P
Irvine, CA ; 8 44 A 9 45 A 11 05 A 12 09 P 12 26 P
Santa Ana, CA ; 8 55 A 9 56 A 11 17 A 12 20 P 12 38 P
Anaheim, CA ; 9 04 A 10 05 A 11 26 A 12 29 P 12 47 P
Fullerton, CA ; 9 13 A 10 14 A 11 36  A 12 38 P 12 57 P
Los Angeles, CA ; Ar 9 50 A 10 50 A 12 15 P 1 15 P 1 35 P
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