STUDENT

Student Name:

REPRODUCIBLE

© Comstock Images

based on this personal statement? Why or why not?

My first college meeting with my school guidance counselor, Mr.
Grannan, left me with a Tasmanian devil’s sense of the college application
process. As I walked back to study hall, I reviewed the handout of
everything I would have to do: study for and take the college entrance
exams, research schools, request applications, ask teachers and my coach for
recommendations, write the college essay. At dinner that night I anxiously
gave my parents an overview of all that lay ahead of me. I was anticipating
their usual proclamations of faith in me followed by my mother’s goofy
jokes about the kind of crazed creature I was about to become. Instead my
mom soberly stated, “We've saved since the day you were born, but it won't
be enough. Honey, you'll have to get a job.”

Admittedly, initially there was a sense of anger: I thought that I had done
my part and that paying for college was their job. But I came to the
realization that college is my opportunity and working to pay for it is just
one more way of making it happen. So I chose the job that promised the
most money possible: waiting tables. It’s a simple job with a very clear
reward system. Run around, deliver people’s orders, be friendly, be patient,
and get an immediate response: a good tip or a bad one.

After a double shift at Papa Joe’s on Saturday, my body aches while my
mind still maintains the fast tempo of Saturday night in a restaurant.
Keeping up the pace, I quickly count my tips, put them into a deposit
envelope, and mark the total on the outside. Sometimes it’s easy to think of
college only in terms of dollars and deficit: how much I have saved and how
much more I need...

We're all in our own separate but parallel universes: We see the same
things but don’t experience them in the same way. I know that sometimes,
in a way that I've kept hidden from myself, I've believed that this world was
my universe, and that I should be given what I want. Depositing my weekly
tips in the bank staves off the need for immediate gratification.

The anxiety I felt leaving Mr. Grannan’s office has been replaced by an
awareness that I am in control of the situation. Financial preparation is not
really about money but about taking responsibility for oneself.
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You are a college admissions officer. You are reviewing an essay in response to the question: What
have you done to prepare yourself financially for college? Review the guidelines below to
evaluate this essay’s strengths and weaknesses. Would you recommend this student for admission
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For a chance to win a $15,000 scholarship, submit your own essay answering the question: “Describe

an event or experience that had a positive influence on the way that you approach financial
management. Outline the most helpful thing you learned and how it led to the development of
specific skills." Visit www.scholastic.com/collegesuccess for an official entry form. All entries must be

postmarked by 3/10/06.



