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Vocabulary Builders

Recognizing Parts of Speech

Studying Sounds

GRADES 3–4FREE TEACHING GUIDE
& POSTER

Fun language arts lessons and reproducibles

Vocabulary Builders

Recognizing Parts of Speech

Studying Sounds

Dear Teacher:
We’re happy to present you with Word Splash!

Generously sponsored by DreamWorks Animation and developed with 
Scholastic Inc., this dynamic language arts program features art from Shark Tale, 
the exciting new animated film coming to theaters October 1, 2004! Teach this 
program in August and September to make a real splash with students!

Inside you’ll find everything you need, including turnkey lessons, reproducibles, 
and a dynamic wall poster. We hope you and your students enjoy this great 
new program!

The following are teacher instructions for all lessons in this Teaching Guide.

Lesson Plans for TeachersLesson Plans for Teachers

ANSWERS: Activity 1: Synonyms: 1. wide; 2. speedy; 3. slippery; 4. beautiful. Antonyms: 1. tiny; 2. dull; 3. smooth;
4. light. Bonus: An adjective. Activity 2: Multi-meaning words: 1. companionship; 2. care for; 3. inspection; 4. is
able to. Homonyms: 1. creek; 2. hole; 3. reeds; 4. sail. Activity 3: Part 1: home, roam; water, daughter; skills, gills;
shark, dark; pretty, city. Part 2: pretty, city; gills, skills; shark, dark; leap, deep; home, roam.

Key to Characters (left to right): Cover—Oscar, Lenny; Page 2/Teacher Letter—Angie, Sykes; Activity
1—Frankie, Angie, Lola; Activity 2—Oscar, Lenny, Sykes; Activity 3—Don Lino, Lola, Sykes; Activity 4—
Angie, Oscar, Lenny; Take-Home Activity—Frankie, Angie, Oscar, Lenny, Sykes; Poster—Oscar, Lenny.

Learning:

• Parts of

Speech

• Reading
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Learning:

• Parts of

Speech

• Reading

Skills
A Whale of a TaleA Whale of a Tale

My Story Title: A ______________ (adjective) Whale of a Tale

On Saturdays, my ______________ (noun) and I ______________ (verb) down to the
______________ (name) River. We take our fishing ______________ (noun), a picnic,
and a ______________ (adjective) jar of worms. If we’re lucky, sometimes we’ll
catch a/an ______________ (noun).

Some days, though, we catch ______________ (adjective) whales. No one believes
me, but there are lots of ______________ (adjective) whales living in our river.
They’re hard to see because they are ______________ (adjective), swim
______________ (adverb), and look a lot like ______________ (plural noun). 

One of these days I’ll remember my ______________ (noun) so I can take a
picture of the whales I catch. Then my ______________ (adjective) friends 
will have to believe me.

Everybody loves a good story! Gather your 

friends and family and follow these steps to tell 

“a whale of a tale” in this fun activity.

What to Do:
1. Have friends or family help you write

this tale, but don’t let them see the
story you will be writing.

2. Follow the story without reading it out
loud. Ask your helpers to call out a
word for each space you come
across—a noun, adjective, or whatever
the space asks for.

3. On the line write the first word you
hear.

4. When you have asked your helpers
for enough words to fill in all of the
blanks, read the story aloud using the
words the writers gave you.

5. Have a good laugh!

Parts of Speech:
noun: a person, place, or thing
(such as teacher) 

plural noun: more than one person,
place, or thing (such as students)

verb: an action word (such as run)

adjective: a word that describes 
a person, place, or thing (such as blue)

adverb: a word that describes a 
verb, adjective, or another adjective 
(such as slowly)

Language Arts Standards Matrix Lessons Take-Home
Activity4321

WRITING
IRA/NCTE 12
McREL 1.6

McREL 1.7

McREL 2.1

IRA/NCTE 11 

Use strategies to write for a variety of purposes (e.g., to entertain, explain, describe)

Write expository compositions (identifies and stays on topic; develops topic with
simple facts, details, and examples)

Use descriptive language that clarifies and enhances ideas

Participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety
of literacy communities

Standards from the IRA/NCTE Standards for the English Language Arts and McREL Language Arts Standards

Meets State and National Language Arts Standards

TM

Word Splash!

Share this program with a 
colleague! This Teaching Guide is

available online at:

http://teacher.scholastic.com/

lessonplans/sharktale

Share this program with a 
colleague! This Teaching Guide is

available online at:

http://teacher.scholastic.com/

lessonplans/sharktale

Student Reproducible

NAME: DATE: 

Characters from the
film Shark Tale,

coming to theaters
October 1, 2004.

•••

•

••

••

Lesson 1: Sea Scenes
Language Arts Objective: Understand and use
synonyms and antonyms
Time Required: 20 minutes
Material Needed: Reproducible Activity 1 
What You Will Do:

• Using simple examples, review the definition
of a synonym (e.g., big & large; fast & quick)
and an antonym (e.g., big & small; fast &
slow). Have students give other examples.
Explain that synonyms and antonyms are
useful because they help to communicate
meaning, and using the same words over
and over makes writing dull. 

• Have students complete Activity 1, “Sea
Scenes,” individually or in pairs. Review.

Extension Activity: All of the synonyms and
antonyms in this activity are adjectives. Challenge
students to create a story using as many of
these adjectives as possible in a one-paragraph
story. Choose the stories that use the most
adjectives in a creative way and have the student
authors read their stories aloud.

Lesson 2: Why Are Fish Smart?
Language Arts Objectives: Recognize multi-
meaning words and homonyms; use context to
figure out meaning
Time Required: 20 minutes
Material Needed: Reproducible Activity 2 
What You Will Do:

• Give simple examples of multi-meaning words
(e.g., bank, bat, feet). Have students give
other examples and list them on the board.

• Distribute Activity 2, “Why Are Fish Smart?”
Guide students through the example mouth.
Individually or in pairs, have students
complete the first half of Activity 2. 
Review as class.

• Have students go to the second part of the
activity. Give simple examples of homonyms
(hair & hare; way & weigh). Have students
give other examples and list them on the
board.

• Have students complete the homonym
activity. 

Extension Activity: Have students write
sentences using the homonyms they didn’t use 
in the exercise.

Lesson 3: Reef Rhymes
Language Arts Objective: Analyze phonetics for
rhyming words and writing purposes
Time Required: 30 minutes
Material Needed: Reproducible Activity 3 
What You Will Do: 

• Use a simple nursery rhyme, (e.g., “Little
Miss Muffet” ) to demonstrate a rhyming
poem. Write the nursery rhyme on the board
and point out the rhyming words.

• Have students complete Activity 3, “Reef
Rhymes.” As students read the rhyme aloud,
have them emphasize the rhyming words.

Extension Activity: Have students complete
the Bonus Activity by choosing a partner and
creating their own rhyming poem.

Lesson 4: Reel in a Story
Language Arts Objective: Plan and write a story
Time Required: Two 30-minute class periods
Material Needed: Reproducible Activity 4 
What You Will Do:

• Distribute Activity 4, “Reel in a Story,” to the
class. On the board, write the questions from
the reproducible about developing the
character, the story’s conflict, etc. As a
class, answer the questions using a familiar
fairy tale, such as “Little Red Riding Hood” or
the “Three Little Pigs.”

• Have students, individually or in pairs,
complete the step-by-step guide to planning
their own original stories.

• Before students begin writing, discuss a
writing structure. Suggest that they write at
least one paragraph related to each of the
planning questions: introduce the character,
introduce the conflict, show the difficulty, and
show how it works out.

Take-Home Activity: 

A Whale of a Tale

Use the Take-Home Activity, “A Whale of a Tale,”
as an opportunity to review nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs. Practice during class with
students and have them provide you with examples
of each part of speech. Review the instructions
and encourage silly answers. Suggest that they do
the activity at home with family members. 

McREL 5.8 Understand level-appropriate reading vocabulary (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, 
multi-meaning words)

READING
IRA/NCTE 3
McREL 5.6 

Draw on prior experience, interactions with other readers and writers, knowledge of word
meaning and of other texts, word identification strategies, and understanding of textual
features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics)

IRA/NCTE 6 Apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions, media techniques,
figurative language, and genre to create print texts
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Word Splash!

Meets State and National Language Arts Standards

Coming October 1, 2004, the new film from DreamWorks Animation.

To view the trailer, go to www.sharktale.com. Shark Tale features the following cast:

Character Voice by

Oscar Will Smith
Angie Renée Zellweger
Lenny Jack Black
Lola Angelina Jolie
Don Lino Robert DeNiro
Sykes Martin Scorsese

TM

TM
Featuring characters from the film Shark Tale,

coming to theaters October 1, 2004.




