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LEVEL Y • 577 Words Charles BraceHero of the Newsies
By Peter Shea

In the 19th century some American children didn’t go to school but instead 

worked long hours just like adults. They worked in mines and factories, in 

agriculture and canneries, as newsboys, messengers, and peddlers. Some of the 

children were orphans living on the streets, and they worked these grueling jobs 

simply to survive.
Charles Brace wanted to do something about this situation. Brace was 

trained as a minister, but decided that instead of doing his work in a church, he 

preferred to help people more directly. Brace decided to focus his efforts on 

improving children’s lives and working to give them a better future. One of the 

groups he sought to help was New York City’s “newsies.”

During the late 1800s, New York City 

was home to a group of ragged, homeless, 

orphaned boys that came to be known  as 

“newsies.” Newsies got their name because 

they sold newspapers. In the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries, they were the primary 

distributors of newspapers to the public. There 

were about 10,000 of them in New York City, 

some as young as five years old. Each morning, 

they would pick up a fresh bundle of papers. 

Then they would set to work selling them, 
shouting out slogans like the famous: “Extra, 

extra, read all about it!” 

Literary Text: Biography

Charles Brace

LEVEL P • 462 Words 

Lucy’s  
Lucky Charm
By Brian Knobler

Lucy had been having a horrible 

softball season. Every time she got 

up to bat, she struck out. Her batting 

slump wasn’t helping her team, the 

Panthers, one bit. 

Now the Panthers were up against 

the Blue Jays. When Lucy stepped to 

the plate, the score was tied, and the 

bases were loaded. Twice she swung and 

missed. She had two strikes against her. 

Lucy sighed and tapped the tip of her 

bat on the ground. This cleared away 

some dirt, exposing something shiny. She bent over and picked it up. It 

was a tiny silver charm in the shape of a four-leaf clover!

Lucy slipped the charm in her pocket. Then she gripped the bat, 

swung at the next pitch, and hit the ball into centerfield for a single. Boy, 

did that ever feel good! Lucy beamed as she ran to first base, realizing she 

had just knocked in the winning run.

Thanks to Lucy’s late-inning single, the Panthers beat the Blue 

Jays for the first time ever. Afterward, Lucy showed the clover to one 

of her teammates, Jen. “I think I’ve found a secret good-luck charm,” 

she whispered. 

Literary Text: Fiction
LEVEL S • 432 Words 

Building the PyramidsBy Mark Fisher

The Egyptian pyramids are massive, ancient, and most of all, mysterious. They 

are among the largest structures ever built, reaching hundreds of feet into the air. 

But because they were built so long ago, it’s impossible to determine certain facts 

about them. We do know that Egyptians started building pyramids nearly 5,000 

years ago. They built more than 100 in all. 

Mummies Inside!
We also know that pyramids were burial places for Egyptian kings and 

queens. Egyptians believed that if they took proper care of their dead rulers, the 

rulers would enter the afterlife—a life after this one on earth. The rulers’ bodies 

were carefully preserved through the process of mummification. The bodies were 

wrapped tightly from head to toe with strips of cloth. Masks were placed on their 

faces so the rulers would be recognized in the afterlife. The mummies were put 

in rooms deep inside the pyramids, surrounded by furniture, food, and games—

everything they would need for the afterlife. 

Informational Text

LEVEL T • 483 Words 

The Mystery of  
the Missing 
Watch
By Lisa Jeffries

Julia’s mother was in a decidedly grouchy mood. For the third straight  
night, raccoons had gotten into the trashcan, and now garbage was strewn all 
over the backyard.

Her mother was so out of sorts that she almost forgot to say “Happy 
Birthday” to Julia. But at breakfast, she presented Julia with a small blue box  
tied with a pretty red bow. Inside was the sparkly purple watch Julia had been 
talking about for months. She couldn’t wait to get to school and show it to her 
friends, Mia and Natalie. 

As anticipated, her friends “oohed” and “aahed” with envy when they saw 
the watch. Later at recess, they each took turns trying it on. 

“It fits me perfectly!” Mia said.
“It looks great on me,”  

Natalie declared. 
“Um, can I have my watch 

back?” Julia asked. 
That night Mia and Natalie 

went over to Julia’s for a birthday 
sleepover. Julia’s parents barbecued 
burgers, and after dinner they all 
played softball in the backyard until 
the stars came out. The girls stayed 
up late watching their favorite movies 
until they conked out. 

Literary Text: Fiction

LEVEL O • 386 Words 

People always talk about how incredible it would be to travel to Mars 

or some other distant planet. Yet some of the largest places that have 

never been visited are right here on Earth. The ocean is full of amazing 

unexplored areas! The ocean is huge. That’s because a lot more 

of the Earth is covered with water than with land. 

Imagine the Earth is a pie cut into ten slices. 

Seven of the slices would be made up of ocean, 

and only three slices would be made up of land. 

That’s why when astronauts view the Earth from 

space it looks blue rather than green.  

 
The Unknown Ocean

Oceans contain large areas that have never been explored by 

humans. Deep under the ocean, it’s very cold and very dark. But with 

special equipment, scientists can see the bottom of the ocean. They do 

this by sending remote control submarines down into the ocean. The 

submarines have cameras that let the scientists see what’s there. So 

far, they’ve discovered underwater plains, 

mountains, vast canyons, and  

even volcanoes. 

The ocean is surprisingly deep.  

In fact, one spot is deeper than the  

height of any mountain on Earth.  

Deep Sea Exploration

Water 70%

Land 30%

Informational Text

Deep Sea Exploration
By Steve Katz
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1

Like you, we spend our days in bustling classrooms with more and 
more to teach and (somehow) less time and dwindling support. Over 
the years, we’ve been mandated to administer many different types 

of reading assessments, then collect and report the data. Unfortunately, 
these assessments have not provided the kind of data we need to plan and 
teach guided reading lessons. We assure you, the Next Step Guided Reading 
Assessment is different. It’s different because we are classroom teachers, 
too. We know how busy you are, so we’ve kept the process as useful 
and uncomplicated as possible. We’ve designed a simple, yet powerful 
assessment that provides you with valuable data—the information you need 
to group students, select texts, and plan and teach your guided reading 
lessons. This assessment will help you . . .

Get to Know Your Students as Readers  After giving this assessment, 
you will know more about your students’ reading interests, their 
understanding of how words work, and their instructional reading levels, 
along with their strengths and weaknesses in the areas of decoding, self-
monitoring, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. Now that is valuable 
information!

Connect Assessment Data to Reading Instruction  At every turn, 
we’ve connected the assessment to reading instruction, walking with you 
as you analyze and reflect on what you’ve learned from each step of the 
assessment to make decisions that will lead to powerful reading instruction 
and targeted guided reading lessons.

Plan and Teach Guided Reading Lessons  What other assessment can 
say that? Yes, this guide will help you teach guided reading lessons that will 
nudge your students to the “Next Step” in becoming motivated, engaged, 
and proficient readers. Be sure to browse through the Teacher’s Guide 
samples. We think you’ll be happy you did. We’ve packed them full of clear 
and concise planning flowcharts and lesson templates that will help you 
use the information you gained from your assessments to streamline and 
reenergize your guided reading instruction. Join us as, together, we assess, 
score, decide, and guide readers!

Jan Richardson, Ph.D., is an educational 
consultant who travels throughout the United 
States, training teachers and providing classroom 
demonstrations on guided reading. A former 
classroom teacher (she has taught every grade, 
K–12), a reading specialist, Reading Recovery 
teacher leader, and staff developer, Jan is known 
for her hands-on, engaging presentations. She 
shares her literacy expertise in the best-selling 
Next Step in Guided Reading (2009). Because 
of Jan’s passion for motivating, engaging, and 
accelerating all readers from emergent to fluent, 
she developed this assessment to help teachers 
efficiently gather essential information about their 
students so teachers can plan focused, effective 
reading lessons.

Maria Walther, Ed.D., has taught first grade since 
1986. She is a National Board Certified educator 
and currently teaches in Naperville, IL. Along 
with teaching young learners, she shares her 
knowledge with fellow professionals around the 
country as a popular literacy consultant. Maria 
was honored in Illinois as Reading Educator of 
the Year and earned the ICARE for Reading Award 
for fostering the love of reading in children. With 
Carol Fuhler, she co-authored Literature Is Back! 
and Teaching Struggling Readers With Poetry. She 
and Katherine Phillips co-wrote the best-selling 
Month-by-Month Trait-Based Writing Instruction 
and Month-by-Month Reading Instruction for the 
Differentiated Classroom. 

A Letter From Jan & Maria 
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2 Excerpted from Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Teacher’s Guide, Grades 3–6 © 2013 by Jan Richardson & Maria Walther • Scholastic Inc.

Assess
Get to Know Your readers

Reading Interest  
Survey

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

Developmental Word 
Knowledge Inventory

Whole-Class  
Comprehension Assessment

Reading Assessment 
Conference

at

guide
plan and teach a lesson

Pinpoint Instructional 
Focus

Select a Text Teach the Lesson

decide
determine readinG levels  

and form Groups

Transitional Fluent

Le
vels N–ZLevels J–P

The Assess-DeciDe-GuiDe FrAmework
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3Excerpted from Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Teacher’s Guide, Grades 3–6 © 2013 by Jan Richardson & Maria Walther • Scholastic Inc.

Assess
The four steps in the Assess part of the framework are 
designed to provide you with a comprehensive picture of 
each reader’s strengths, areas of need, and instructional 
reading level, so that you can quickly group your students 
and then use this knowledge to pinpoint your teaching 
focus, select texts, and plan and teach powerful guided 
reading lessons. Assessing is essential because we know that 
teachers and specialists who gather and analyze a variety of 
assessments can make appropriate instructional decisions 
that will reduce the number of students who require 
intervention (Lipson, Chomsky-Higgins, & Kanfer, 2011). 

decide
If assessments do not impact instruction, they are of little value (Fountas & Pinnell, 1996). The Next 
Step Guided Reading Assessment goes the extra mile in helping make sure you know what to do with the 
data—so that the valuable time you spend administering the assessment pays off for your readers. In the 
Decide part of the framework, you will make instructional decisions as you analyze the data. You will be 
able to discover patterns of students’ strengths and needs and consider how these patterns inform your 
whole-group, small-group, and individual reading instruction. With this information in hand, you can 
decide how to form guided reading groups, select a lesson plan that matches the students’ stage of reading 
development, and troubleshoot any common problems or issues. 

guide
Most important, the Guide part of the framework shows you how to use your data-driven decisions to 
teach efficient and powerful guided reading lessons by pinpointing an instructional focus, selecting a text, 
and then observing, prompting, teaching, conversing, and writing with your readers. The four assessment 
steps in this kit identify students’ strengths, not just their needs. We designed it this way because we 
recognize that in order to plan effective guided reading lessons, you need to know what each student can 
do independently, and what he or she can do with some assistance, so that you can teach in this optimal 
instructional area, between the known and unknown, which is commonly referred to as the Zone of 
Proximal Development or ZPD (Vygotsky, 1978). 

Now that you understand the importance of assessment followed by data-based decision making and how 
our Assess-Decide-Guide framework will lead you to powerful guided reading lessons, let’s explore how 
our approach will help you meet the Common Core State Standards.
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4 Excerpted from Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Teacher’s Guide, Grades K–2 © 2013 by Jan Richardson & Maria Walther • Scholastic Inc.

a closer looK at the  
four assessment steps
the next step Guided reading assessment 
has the following four steps:

Step 1   Reading Interest Survey 
Discovering Reading Habits and Preferences
Choose from either a home survey or a selection of  
child surveys to gain key information about children’s  
reading interests.

Step 2   Developmental Word Knowledge Inventory 
Pinpointing Children’s Word Knowledge 
Administer this whole-class assessment like a spelling test to learn about 
students’ letter, sound, and word knowledge—and identify students who 
are below grade level and need immediate intervention.

Step 3   Listening Comprehension Assessment 
Understanding Children’s Higher-Level Thinking
Evaluate children’s higher-level thinking skills with this  
whole-class read-aloud assessment, which gives you insight  
into children’s comprehension of complex texts.

Step 4   Reading Assessment Conference 
Determining Children’s  
Instructional Level
Meet with each child individually and take  
a running record as he or she reads a leveled 
text. This enables you to assess decoding  skills, 
fluency, and comprehension, and to determine 
the child’s instructional and independent reading 
levels. For pre-A readers, you will assess letter 
recognition, sound knowledge, and phonemic 
awareness so you can better target instruction.

at
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5Excerpted from Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Teacher’s Guide, Grades K–2 © 2013 by Jan Richardson & Maria Walther • Scholastic Inc.

Grades K–2

The Four Assessment Steps: A What/When Chart

Frequency Format Materials This step will help you . . .

Step 1  Reading Interest Survey

2x/year

Aug/Sep

Dec/Jan

Individual and  
Whole Class

Home Reading Interest Survey

Kindergarten, Grade 1, or Grade 2  
Reading Interest Survey

Class Profile

Guide readers’ independent book choices and 
select texts for whole-group read-alouds, 
shared reading experiences, and guided 
reading lessons.

Step 2  Developmental Word Knowledge Inventory

3x/year

Aug/Sep

Dec/Jan

May/June

Whole Class

Word List

Recording Sheet

Scoring Sheet

Class Profile

Determine the order of Reading Assessment 
Conferences (Step 4) and target specific 
phonics skills to prompt and teach during 
guided reading and whole-group mini-lessons.

Step 3  Listening Comprehension Assessment

3x/year

Aug/Sep

Dec/Jan

May/June

Whole Class

Read-Aloud Passages

Recording Sheet

Class Profile

Identify listeners’ comprehension strengths 
and needs so that you can build on their 
strengths or address their needs during whole-
group or guided reading lessons.

Step 4  Reading Assessment Conference

3x/year

Aug/Sep

Dec/Jan

May/June

Individual

Leveled Assessment Books

Reading Records

Assessment Conference Book

Class Profile

Identify each student’s instructional reading 
level and understand his or her reading 
behaviors, application of strategies, and ability 
to comprehend so that you can pinpoint the 
skills and strategies to target during your guided 
reading lessons and reading conferences. 

All assessment forms are in the 
Assessment Forms book, on the CD,  
and online at www.scholastic.com/ 
NextStepGuidedReading.
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6 Excerpted from Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Teacher’s Guide, Grades 3–6 © 2013 by Jan Richardson & Maria Walther • Scholastic Inc.

the next step Guided reading assessment 
has the following four steps:

Step 1   Reading Interest Survey 
Discovering Reading Habits and Preferences
This one-page questionnaire will tell you what kinds of books your 
students want to read, what topics interest them, and how often  
they read at home.

Step 2   Developmental Word Knowledge Inventory 
Pinpointing Phonics Strengths and Needs 
Administer this whole-class assessment like a spelling test to learn about 
students’ word knowledge—and identify students who need a Reading 
Assessment Conference and immediate intervention.

Step 3   Whole-Class Comprehension Assessment 
Understanding Students’ Higher-Level Thinking
Evaluate students’ higher-level thinking skills with this whole-class 
assessment, which gives you insight into their comprehension of  
grade-level complex texts.

Step 4   Reading Assessment Conference 
Determining Students’  
Instructional Level
Meet with each student individually and  
take a reading record as he or she reads 
a leveled text. This enables you to assess 
decoding skills, fluency, and comprehension, 
and to determine the student’s instructional 
and independent reading levels. 

at

LEVEL O • 386 Words 

People always talk about how incredible it would be to travel to Mars 

or some other distant planet. Yet some of the largest places that have 

never been visited are right here on Earth. The ocean is full of amazing 

unexplored areas! 

The ocean is huge. That’s because a lot more 
of the Earth is covered with water than with land. 
Imagine the Earth is a pie cut into ten slices. 
Seven of the slices would be made up of ocean, 
and only three slices would be made up of land. 
That’s why when astronauts view the Earth from 
space it looks blue rather than green.  
 
The Unknown Ocean

Oceans contain large areas that have never been explored by 

humans. Deep under the ocean, it’s very cold and very dark. But with 

special equipment, scientists can see the bottom of the ocean. They do 

this by sending remote control submarines down into the ocean. The 

submarines have cameras that let the scientists see what’s there. So 

far, they’ve discovered underwater plains, 
mountains, vast canyons, and  even volcanoes. 

The ocean is surprisingly deep.  
In fact, one spot is deeper than the  
height of any mountain on Earth.  

Deep Sea Exploration

Water 70%

Land 30%

Informational Text

Deep Sea Exploration
By Steve Katz

a closer looK at the  
four assessment steps
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7Excerpted from Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Teacher’s Guide, Grades 3–6 © 2013 by Jan Richardson & Maria Walther • Scholastic Inc.

The Four Assessment Steps: A What/When Chart

Frequency Format Materials This step will help you . . .

Step 1  Reading Interest Survey

2x/year

Aug/Sep

Dec/Jan

Whole Class
Reading Interest Survey

Class Profile

Guide readers’ independent book choices and 
select texts for whole-group read-alouds, 
shared reading experiences, and guided 
reading lessons.

Step 2  Developmental Word Knowledge Inventory

3x/year

Aug/Sep

Dec/Jan

May/June

Whole Class

Developmental Word Knowledge Inventory

Recording Sheet

Scoring Sheet

Class Profile

Determine the order of Reading Assessment 
Conferences (Step 4) and target specific 
phonics skills to prompt and teach during 
guided reading and whole-group mini-lessons.

Step 3  Whole-Class Comprehension Assessment

3x/year

Aug/Sep

Dec/Jan

May/June

Whole Class

Two Grade-Level Passages  
(literary and informational)

Corresponding Question Sheets

Class Profile

Identify comprehension strengths and needs 
so that you can build on students’ strengths 
or address their needs during whole-group or 
guided reading lessons.

Step 4  Reading Assessment Conference

3x/year

Aug/Sep

Dec/Jan

May/June

Individual

Leveled Assessment Texts

Reading Records

Assessment Conference Book

Class Profile

Identify each student’s instructional reading 
level and understand his or her reading 
behaviors, application of strategies, and ability 
to comprehend so that you can pinpoint the 
skills and strategies to target during your guided 
reading lessons. 

All assessment forms are in the 
Assessment Forms book, on the CD,  
and online at www.scholastic.com/ 
NextStepGuidedReading.

Grades 3–6
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8 Excerpted from Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Teacher’s Guide, Grades 3–6 © 2013 by Jan Richardson & Maria Walther • Scholastic Inc.

what we Know about the 
power of Guided readinG
Guided reading is an essential component of a balanced literacy program. Thanks to the extensive work 

of Irene Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell (1996, 2001, 2010), we have a firm understanding of the research 

behind guided reading, along with knowing what guided reading looks like and sounds like in primary 

classrooms. Simply stated, “The purpose of guided reading is to enable children to use and develop 

strategies ‘on the run’” (Fountas & Pinnell, 1996, p. 2). The small-group format offers a sensible way to 

differentiate reading instruction to meet the diverse levels and needs of young readers. Educators who 

are skilled at teaching data-driven guided reading lessons create the ideal teaching context to provide the 

types of reading instruction detailed below that address the standards outlined by the Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (NGA Center/CCSSO, 2010):

 • Joyful Experiences With Books to Challenge and Motivate Students to Read Independently

 • Scaffolded Instruction to Enable All Students to Experience Complex Texts

 • Ample Experiences Reading and Comprehending Informational Texts

 • Text-Dependent Questions That Lead to Deep Comprehension of Literary Texts

 • Explicit and Systematic Lessons in the Foundational Reading Skills

 • Repeated Opportunities to Transfer Knowledge of Foundational Skills to New Words and Texts

 • Frequent Instruction in Word Meanings and Other Vocabulary-Building Activities

 • Focused Fluency-Building Practice

 • Ongoing Assessment Opportunities to Measure Progress 

 (Coleman & Pimentel, 2012)

When teachers know their students’ strengths and weaknesses, guided reading offers them a proven 

teaching context to meet students where they are and support each reader as he or she develops the 

skill set necessary to become a proficient reader. One of the hallmarks of a proficient reader is his or 

her ability to comprehend. Therefore, every instructional action a teacher takes to prepare for and teach 

a guided reading lesson is focused on increasing students’ ability to comprehend. The chart on page 

13 details the research-based actions that teachers take as they prepare for and teach a guided reading 

lesson and the power of these actions to increase readers’ comprehension. 
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9Excerpted from Next Step Guided Reading Assessment Teacher’s Guide, Grades 3–6 © 2013 by Jan Richardson & Maria Walther • Scholastic Inc.

The Power of Guided Reading
The guided reading framework  

allows teachers to . . .
This research-based action is powerful because . . .

Group students in dynamic, flexible, and fluid 
groups according to their current instructional 
needs.

Flexible grouping allows teachers to move students based on their observations, 
assessment data, and students’ interests and needs, so that they are always 
nudging students to read more complex texts that provoke deeper thinking and 
understanding.

Select appropriately leveled, engaging fiction 
and informational texts.

By introducing students to a variety of genres and text structures, teachers help 
readers build a rich reading history so that they can use their knowledge of how 
different texts work to comprehend the text they are currently reading.

Provide time for students to read, talk, and  
write about a text.

First and foremost, children need time to read a connected piece of text. Guided 
reading gives them that time. Then, when teachers support them as they discuss 
or “think their way through” that text, they are boosting their comprehension.

Introduce the text in a way that provides 
readers with a peek into the text structure, 
content, vocabulary, and plot.

A carefully planned book introduction builds background for critical thinking and 
deep understanding.

Coach as children read a connected piece of 
text.

At every turn, teachers support students as they read a slightly challenging 
text. With careful planning and this support, students become more skilled 
at processing texts, and that success will increase their engagement and 
motivation. Obviously, engaged readers will be better comprehenders!

Model and prompt for decoding and self-
monitoring.

As teachers prompt readers to think about words in strategic and varied ways, 
they help children learn how to efficiently take words apart, monitor, and correct 
their own reading so that they can spend more time focusing on the meaning of 
the text.

Model and prompt for fluency. With coaching, readers will come to understand that when they read the text the 
way the writer intended it to be read, it makes much more sense.

Select teaching points to provide further 
instruction on a specific aspect of reading.

With comprehension as the end goal, teachers are able to zero in on specific 
aspects of reading, such as decoding, fluency, or vocabulary.

Teach vocabulary as well as strategies for 
deriving word meanings from context or from 
an understanding of word parts.

Vocabulary is a significant element of comprehension; during guided reading, 
teachers can help children learn how to use the context of the text to figure out 
the meanings of words.

Invite students to converse and/or write about 
the text.

Comprehension is a complex process that is taught through deep thinking about 
connected pieces of text. By engaging in conversations about texts that are a bit 
more challenging than those students can read without support, teachers help 
students develop the ability to think critically and discuss their reading. Similarly, 
inviting students to clarify their ideas in writing helps extend their thinking and 
deepen their comprehension.

Adapted from Fountas, I. C., & Pinnell, G. S. (2010). Research base for guided reading as an instructional approach. New York: Scholastic. www.scholastic.com/guidedreading
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online data manaGement 
+ professional development

Administrators and 

teachers have easy access 

to assessment results, 

progress reports, printable 

forms, and specific 

recommendations for 

instructional next steps. 

An online system that offers 
more than record-keeping!

Brief how-to videos featuring 

the authors show exactly how 

to administer each part of the 

assessment. 

The Class Reports feature  

enables teachers to quickly group 

students by instructional level. 
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