-

MSCHOLASTIC

Vocabulary:
The Foundation of Reading Success

ore and more research is finding
that one of the most essential
components of reading fluency

and comprehension is a strong vocab-
ulary. Helping students build their word
knowledge works best when vocabulary
activities are incorporated into lessons
throughout the school year. Research
shows that by providing students with a
wide range of reading that strengthens
their skills is critical to achieving neces-
sary vocabulary growth.

Exposing students to materials like
Scholastic Classroom Magazines is a great
way to build vocabulary. They provide a
variety of high-interest texts that expose
students to new words and are accompa-
nied by activities to reinforce students’
understanding of those words.

It's Key to Comprehension.

Research shows that reading with compre-
hension is dependent on students being
able to understand the meaning of words
used. Studies find that there is a strong
connection between vocabulary instruc-
tion and improved comprehension, and
that “the larger the reader’s vocabulary
(either oral or print), the easier it is to
make sense of the text.”"’

® Scholastic Classroom Magazines are
a motivating and comprehensive way
to expand students’ vocabulary skills.
From early reading to high school level,
every magazine is designed to help
students learn the words they need to
know for increased reading fluency and
comprehension.

® Each magazine includes a Teacher’s
Edition with vocabulary terms and
related activities for before-reading
preparation.

A Variety of Approaches Is
Essential.

Effective vocabulary instruction requires
using a combination of approaches to
ensure students encounter the same
vocabulary words repeatedly through oral
language and reading. Research shows
that varied and multiple exposures to new
words are key to word learning ? and that
dependence on a single vocabulary
instruction method will not result in
optimal learning?.

® |n Scholastic’s magazines, key vocabu-
lary words are highlighted in the context
of the articles. Short definitions are also
provided in word boxes. For early
readers, text-linked pictures help with
vocabulary understanding.

® After reading the magazines, students
work with vocabulary in a variety of
ways such as matching definitions,
identifying synonyms, cloze activities,
and writing using the terms.

® Corresponding activities include
multiple choice quizzes and compre-
hension questions to help you assess
students’ understanding of featured
vocabulary terms.
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Research-Based Strategies
Build Strong Vocabularies.

Recent research has recommended
strategies for vocabulary building. These
include:

® | earning words before reading a text*

® Providing for repetition and multiple
exposure to vocabulary words®

® | earning in rich contexts®

® Focusing on important, useful, or
difficult words students will meet in
their reading’

® Generating an interest in words by
playing with words, researching origins,
and studying author’s word choice®

® Reading diverse texts®

e Using aspects of context, definition,
and multiple exposures™

Scholastic Classroom Magazines are the
ideal way to utilize these strategies in any
classroom. Throughout the school year,
they introduce and reinforce vocabulary
words and help students learn to use
them in context. They also:

® Develop grade-appropriate word
analysis skills including letter sounds,
syllables, spelling, analogies, figurative
language, homonyms, synonyms,
antonyms, parts of speech, and root
words.
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¢ Build oral vocabulary, grammar, and
fluency through speaking activities such
as discussions, plays, and debates.

® Provide phonetic spellings of vocabulary
to assist with correct punctuation.

¢ Reinforce word knowledge through
word puzzles, games, researching word
origins, and studying an author’s word
choice.

Give Students the
Vocabulary Foundation
They Need.

Successful reading and learning requires
strong word knowledge. By giving
students a variety of high-interest
materials and encouraging them to read
widely, you'll help increase both their
vocabularies and their reading compre-
hension. Scholastic Classroom Magazines
provide engaging fiction and nonfiction
that get students excited about reading—
and they make kids want to learn new
words so they can read more. Each
magazine's current events, grade-appro-
priate topics, and colorful photos create
interest and encourage reading in every
content area. Try these skill-building
resources in your classroom and give
students what they need for reading
success.
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For more information, or for a copy
of “Examining the Educational Value
of Children’s Magazines,” call
Scholastic Classroom Magazines at
1-800-387-1437.




