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Editor’s Note

The Big Red Dog just got a little greener. This year,
Clifford magazine is saving paper with a condensed,
more useful teacher’s guide. We've kept it simple with
an at-a-glance format that’s easier to use and easy

Part of

on the eyes. Now you can scan the pages quicker to My Day

choose from our teacher-reviewed activities. Isn’t that
doggone great?

Janice Behrens, Editor

jbehrens@scholastic.com NEXT MONTH

@ Firefighters Work
Together

@' P Is for Pumpkin

For a full list of 2009-2010
topics, go to www.scholastic
Elizabeth .com/clifftopics

Jetta

Clifford’s Rhyme Time!

Poems, songs, and finger plays to enhance this month’s themes.

Apple Talk Sing a Song of School!

A little red apple was high in a tree. (Sing to the tune of “Old MacDonald")
(Point up) Little Vicky went to school, E-I-E-I-O.
That little red apple was smiling at me! And at this school she liked to paint,
(Smile, point to mouth) Oh, she liked it so!

| reached very high, with all of my might. With a brush-brush here,

(Reach up to pick pretend apple) and a brush-brush there,

| picked that red apple, and then took a bite.  Here a brush, there a brush,

(Bring apple down to mouth) everywhere a brush-brush,

| said to the apple, “I'll eat you for lunch.” Little Vicky went to school, E-I-E-I-O!
(Rub tummy) (Repeat, substituting children’s

So what did the apple say back? names and favorite activities.)

(Shrug shoulders, palms up)

It said, “CRUNCH!” (Clap hands) By Pamela Chanko
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Apples and Shapes
* Picture Clues

* Fine-Motor Skills

* Predicting

Using Picture Clues

Before you read the first caption, have children trace the
shape with their finger and try to name it. Then, read
the caption and point out the small picture (also called a
rebus). Repeat for the remaining photos and captions, but
now pause to let children supply the shape word.

Activity Time

Art: Wormy Apple Puppets

MATERIALS: small paper plates, crayons, colored paper,

scissors, glue, hole-puncher

* Try this twist on finger puppets. Have children color
a plate their favorite apple color. (Children who are
not successful with
crayons can glue
on torn strips of
colored paper.)
Glue a brown
paper rectangle to
the top for a stem,
and attach green

paper leaves.
* Punch several

adjoining holes in
the plate, creating one larger hole. Children can slide a
finger through and wiggle it like a worm! For extra fun,
draw a face on children’s fingertips with washable marker.

Science: How Many Seeds?

MATERIALS: apples, knife

* Show children an apple and ask how many seeds they
think are inside. Slice the apple, and count the seeds. How
close were children’s guesses? Repeat with a new apple.
Were there more seeds, fewer, or the same amount? Let
children make predictions for more apples. (Note: Most
apples have 10 seeds when ripe, but not all are picked at
this stage.)

The Best Part of My Day
* Personal Connections
* Letter Knowledge

* Critical Thinking

Personal Connections

Read the first caption and ask: How does play dough feel?
What do you like to make with it? Make personal connections
for each caption. When you reach Emily Elizabeth’s
question about favorite activites, children will have the self-
awareness to give an informed (and detailed!) answer.

Activity Time

Writing: My Name Starts With...

MATERIALS: Various art materials, such as pipe cleaners,
play dough, yarn, glue, buttons, macaroni, beans

and feathers.

* Have children

practice making the
first letter of their
names with various
art materials. For each
child, draw the letter
large on a piece of
paper. Then children
can form the letter

over your writing

with pipe cleaners,

play dough, or yarn. Or have them spread glue on the
letter and place buttons, macaroni, beans, feathers,
and other materials over it.

Language: Where Does It Go?

MATERIALS: classroom objects

* Do a reverse scavenger hunt. Put together a bag of small
items from various classroom areas (paintbrush from the
art center, book from the library, blocks from the block
area, etc.). Children can take turns picking an item and
guessing where it belongs. Say warmer/cooler until they
hit the spot!
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Use the cards to make labels or a mini book, or go on a scavenger hunt. Make
multiple copies and laminate for memory games, matching, sorting, and counting.
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| Can Make Shapes

Children can trace the shapes to finish the picture. Or, enlarge the page and
laminate it. Let children make the shapes in play dough and place them on the picture.

©2009 Scholastic Inc permission granted to reproduce this page for classroom use only.
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