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RecoRd
GoOFF The

Play the lead Book Slide Show
Before viewing the slide show with your class, you may want to preview it. (Go 
to “View” in the top menu bar and choose “Notes Page.”) Look through the 
slides and read the photo captions. Play the slide show for your class. (Go to 
“View” in the top menu bar and choose “Slide.”) You can read aloud or have 
students read silently.

You may also want to teach the character words for this book, shown below.“Here are two 
heroic journalists 
who—through 
their writing—will 
take teens on an 
adventure to tackle 
tough issues—
immigration and 
war—that impact 
us all.”
 —Erin Gruwell

Reporting Live
Introduce the Lead Book

Invite students to write personal responses to one  
or more of the writing prompts below.

n   What major risks have you taken in your life?
n  Were they worthwhile?
n  have you taken any risks that you regret?
n  In general, what is worth risking your life for?

Acquire Character Words
Remind students that the two reporters in the slide show they just saw,  
Sonia Nazario and Sebastian Junger, share characteristics that led them to  
push the limits of journalism. What qualities do you think a good reporter has?

Write the following three words on the board: inquisitive, intrepid, 
persistent. Explore these character words with students, providing definitions 
and inviting students to connect the qualities to reporters or to their own lives.

n   Inquisitive people are curious and eager for knowledge. Who’s the  
most inquisitive person you know? Is that quality admirable or annoying?

n   Someone who is intrepid is fearless and doesn’t back down. Can you think of 
a time when you’ve been intrepid?

n   People who are persistent don’t give up. Who do you know who’s persistent? 
In what area of your life do you feel the most persistent?

Remind students to keep these words in mind as they read Reporting  
Live, noticing when people in the profile reflect these characteristics. Also  
point out  the character webs for Reporting Live on pages 108–109 of the  
Reader’s Handbook. You can have students add other people from their  
lives or their reading who share these characteristics.

COMMOn  
CORe  
fOCUs
l   Students determine a 

central idea of a text. 
[RI2]

l   Students analyze how a 
text makes connections 
among and distinctions 
between individuals, 
ideas, or events. [RI3]

l   Students produce clear 
and coherent writing 
appropriate to task and 
purpose. [W4]

l   Students adapt speech 
to a variety of contexts 
and tasks. [SL6]
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Additional Resources

Character Word Webs
The webs below show the character traits shared by the people in each book.  
Add other people from your reading and from your life who share these characteristics.

Family Ties

Life & Death

Maria
Reyes

Wes
Moore resilient

Amy
Tan

Barack
Obama

introspective

Maria
Reyes

Wes
Moore

resourceful

Maria
Reyes

Wes
Moore

resolute

perceptive

Amy
Tan

Barack
Obama

eloquent
Amy
Tan

Barack
Obama

Dave
Eggers

Josh
Neufeld

committed

Dave
Eggers

Josh
Neufeld

ingenious

State of Emergency

Dave
Eggers

Josh
Neufeld empathetic

Sebastian
Junger

Sonia
Nazario

inquisitive

Sebastian
Junger

Sonia
Nazario

persistent

Reporting Live

Sebastian
Junger

Sonia
Nazario intrepid

Character Word Web

Resources 
Reader’s Handbook, pp. 108–109

Also available on the Teacher’s 
Resources CD (#100) for IWB 
use.

Slide 8 

Slide 28

Reporting Live introduces 
two journalists who 
risked their lives to cover 
important stories. Sonia 
Nazario followed migrant 
kids on a dangerous journey 
through Central America 
and Mexico. Sebastian 
Junger dodged bullets in the 
mountains of Afghanistan.

Discuss the lead Book Slide Show 
After the first viewing, you may wish to revisit some of the images in the Lead 
Book slide show. Use the following background information and prompts to 
launch discussion.

The Train of Death

n  Tell students that 50,000 Central Americans illegally enter the U.S.  
each year. In Guatemala, the average person makes just $4,965 a year; in 
Honduras, $1,829 (compared to $47,200 in the U.S.).

n  The U.S. allows more than one million people to immigrate legally every year. 
These slots are mostly restricted to skilled professionals, family members of 
legal residents, and people fleeing political persecution.

 Discuss  Should the U.S. let in anyone who is seeking a better life? Should 
anything be done to improve the lives of people who live in poor countries?

U.S. Invasion of Afghanistan

n  Tell students that the U.S. invaded Afghanistan in October 2001 in response to 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

n   The war is the longest in U.S. history. As of August 2011, 1,745  
U.S. troops had been killed. Tens of thousands of Afghan civilians have  
also died because of the war.

  Discuss  Why is the United States fighting in Afghanistan? Is it possible  
to make Americans safer by invading foreign countries?

Preview the lead Book
Distribute the lead book, Reporting Live, to the whole class.

n  Tell students they are going to preview the book. Look at the front and back 
covers. What do you expect this book to be about?

n  Read aloud the quotations on pages 4–5. What do you think these two stories 
have in common?

n  Have students skim the table of contents.

Play the lead Book Slide Showlead Book Slide Showl

Reporting Live
Reporting Live 
two journalists who 
risked their lives to cover 
important stories. Sonia 
Nazario followed migrant 
kids on a dangerous journey 
through Central America 
and Mexico. Sebastian 
Junger dodged bullets in the 
mountains of Afghanistan.
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COMMO
COR

Tell students that 50,000 Central Americans illegally enter the U.S. 
each year. In Guatemala, the average person makes just $4,965 a year; in 
Honduras, $1,829 (compared to $47,200 in the U.S.).

The U.S. allows more than one million people to immigrate legally every year. The U.S. allows more than one million people to immigrate legally every year. 
These slots are mostly restricted to skilled professionals, family members of 
legal residents, and people fleeing political persecution.

Should the U.S. let in anyone who is seeking a better life? Should 
anything be done to improve the lives of people who live in poor countries?

Common Core Focus 
highlights ways 
On the Record supports 
the Common Core 
State Standards.

Reco
Go

Invite students to write personal responses to one 

Distribute the lead book, Reporting Live, to the whole class.

n Tell students they are going to preview the book. Look at the front and back 
covers. What do you expect this book to be about?

n Read aloud the quotations on pages 4–5. What do you think these two stories 
have in common?

n Have students skim the table of contents.

Go Off The Record writing prompts 
encourage students to explore personal 
responses to the books.

ore viewing the slide show with your class, you may want to preview it. (Go 
to “View” in the top menu bar and choose “Notes Page.”) Look through the 
slides and read the photo captions. Play the slide show for your class. (Go to 
“View” in the top menu bar and choose “Slide.”) You can read aloud or have 

You may also want to teach the character words for this book, shown below.

Acquire Character Words

Character Words for each 
Lead Book highlight the shared 
traits of the profi led pair.



AA

Acquire Academic & Content Vocabulary
Have students turn to page 56 in the Reader’s Handbook. Tell them that they 
are about to read about Sonia Nazario, an investigative reporter. Then use the 
following routine to preteach these vocabulary words that relate to reporting.

1. Introduce Vocabulary Words 
In the Reader’s Handbook, students will indicate how familiar they are with each  
word.  They’ll put an X in the box by the word if they don’t know it at all. 
They’ll put a ? if they’ve heard of it or read it but don’t know exactly what it 
means. And they’ll put a 4 if they know the word and can use it easily.  

Pronounce each word, and ask students to repeat it. Then give its part of speech. 
Ask students if they know any other forms of the word.

2. Teach Definitions 
n  Have students read the definitions supplied in the second column. You can 

have students work independently or as a group to fill in remaining definitions. 

“ I really wanted 
to put the 
reader on top 
of the train.”

                     —Sonia Nazario

n   For each vocabulary word, ask students to complete a sentence using  
the word. For example, Someone who writes for a magazine or a newspaper  
is a   _____________.

n   Ask questions that relate each word to students’ lives. For example,  
Have you ever seen a situation that made you want to intervene? 

3. Notes, Examples, and Related Words and Phrases
Explain to students that the third and fourth columns are designed to help them 
remember the vocabulary words. 

In the third column, they’ll add a note, example, or illustration for each word. In 
column four, they’ll write related words and phrases that come to mind when 
they think about the word. (Examples are provided in both columns.)

Respond to Text
Have students read “Train of Death” independently, using “Prepare for Discussion” 
on page 57 of the Reader’s Handbook to take notes.

You can then use any or all of the questions provided below to prompt discussion, 
review vocabulary words, check comprehension, and encourage close reading 
and critical thinking. (Starred questions are tied to the questions that students 
addressed in “Prepare for Discussion,” page 57. As you discuss the book with your 
students, encourage them to refer to their notes on this page, as well as any ques-
tions they have recorded in the side column.)

✴ This chapter starts with a dramatic opening scene. Did it grab you? 
What makes a good “lead” or “hook” to a story? Vividness, drama, 
suspense. 

VOCABULARY: retrace (p. 17) Nazario is risking her life to retrace 
Enrique’s steps. Is she literally going in his exact steps? No, she’s just 
following the same path. 

✴ On page 23, Nazario describes her style as “fly on the wall.” What does 
she mean by this idiom? Why would it be helpful for a reporter to be a fly 
on the wall? She observes and sees everything but stays out of the 
action. The reporter can get a more objective story that way, without 
shaping or changing it.

What two important turning points from Nazario’s life do we learn about in 
this chapter? How do these turning points affect the story? How she 
became a journalist and how she discovered the story of the immigrant 
kids and their journey; they lead her to follow Enrique’s journey. 

1
Chapter

2
Chapter

 retrace verb to 
carefully go back over 
something (p. 17)

journalist noun a 
person who reports on 
the news (p. 22)

 intervene verb to step 
in and change the result 
of a situation (p. 40)

 influence verb to have 
an impact on a situation 
(p. 40)

witness verb to see 
with your own eyes  
(p. 51)

The first profile in Reporting Live, “Train 
of Death,” features reporter Sonia 
Nazario. Nazario retraced the journey 
of 17-year-old Enrique, one of the tens of 
thousands of kids who leave their homes 
in Central America, hoping to find their 
parents in the United States. Along the 
way, these young people dodge drug 
gangs, thieves, and corrupt police.

4

“Train of death”
Teach Reporting Live

51Reporting Live

Acquire Academic & Content Vocabulary
Below are some words you will read in Reporting Live, “Train of Death” that 
relate to reporting.

1.  Read each word below. Show how well you know the vocabulary by 
making a mark next to each word. 

2.  Look at the second column. You’ll see definitions for some of the vocabulary 
words. Fill in the missing ones. 

3.  In the third column, add notes, examples, or illustrations that will help you 
remember the words. In the fourth column, add three related words or phrases 
that come to mind when you think about the word.

X = don’t know it      ? = heard of it    4 = know it and can use it

Prepare for Discussion
As you read the profile “Train of Death,” take notes on each chapter to prepare 
for whole-class discussion. You can also come up with your own questions in the 
column on the right.

Confused?   
Is there any part of the profile 
that you’d like to understand 
better? If there’s something you’d 
like to clarify, write your questions 
below. 

What’s Your 
Question?
What part of the profile would 
you like to talk about with your 
classmates? 
 
Write your ideas for class  
discussion topics here.

“Train of Death”

Which parts of the opening scene drew you in? List phrases that 
grabbed your attention. 

Nazario describes her style using the idiom “fly on the wall.”  
What do you think that phrase means?

What was the purpose of Nazario’s “golden letter?”

On page 43 the author describes two names for the train Enrique 
took. What are these two names, and what do they mean?

Why did the 100-year-old woman make a big impression on 
Nazario? 

1
Chapter

2
Chapter

5
Chapter

4
Chapter

3
Chapter

Read Reporting Live

Vocabulary Word Definition
Notes or  
Examples

Related Words 
and Phrases

 retrace verb 
(ri-TRAYSS)  
p. 17 

[a doodle of 
someone tracing  
back over a 
doodle]

1.  pencil
2.  steps
3.  go over

journalist noun
(JUR-nuhl-ist)  
p. 22

a person who 
reports  
on the news

1. 

2.

3. 

intervene verb
(in-tur-VEEN)  
p. 40

My mom intervenes 
when my brother 
and I fight.

1. 

2.

3. 

influence verb 
(IN-floo-uhnss) 
p. 40

to have  
an impact on  
a situation

1. 

2.

3. 

witness verb
(WIT-niss)  
p. 51

1. 

2.

3. 
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Sonia Nazario

Resources  
Reader’s Handbook, p. 56
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Acquire Academic & Content Vocabulary
Below are some words you will read in Reporting Live, “Train of Death” that 
relate to reporting.

1.  Read each word below. Show how well you know the vocabulary by 
making a mark next to each word. 

2.  Look at the second column. You’ll see definitions for some of the vocabulary 
words. Fill in the missing ones. 

3.  In the third column, add notes, examples, or illustrations that will help you 
remember the words. In the fourth column, add three related words or phrases 
that come to mind when you think about the word.

X = don’t know it      ? = heard of it    4 = know it and can use it

Prepare for Discussion
As you read the profile “Train of Death,” take notes on each chapter to prepare 
for whole-class discussion. You can also come up with your own questions in the 
column on the right.

Confused?   
Is there any part of the profile 
that you’d like to understand 
better? If there’s something you’d 
like to clarify, write your questions 
below. 

What’s Your 
Question?
What part of the profile would 
you like to talk about with your 
classmates? 
 
Write your ideas for class  
discussion topics here.

“Train of Death”

Which parts of the opening scene drew you in? List phrases that 
grabbed your attention. 

Nazario describes her style using the idiom “fly on the wall.”  
What do you think that phrase means?

What was the purpose of Nazario’s “golden letter?”

On page 43 the author describes two names for the train Enrique 
took. What are these two names, and what do they mean?

Why did the 100-year-old woman make a big impression on 
Nazario? 

1
Chapter

2
Chapter

5
Chapter

4
Chapter

3
Chapter

Read Reporting Live

Vocabulary Word Definition
Notes or  
Examples

Related Words 
and Phrases

 retrace verb 
(ri-TRAYSS)  
p. 17 

[a doodle of 
someone tracing  
back over a 
doodle]

1.  pencil
2.  steps
3.  go over

journalist noun
(JUR-nuhl-ist)  
p. 22

a person who 
reports  
on the news

1. 

2.

3. 

intervene verb
(in-tur-VEEN)  
p. 40

My mom intervenes 
when my brother 
and I fight.

1. 

2.

3. 

influence verb 
(IN-floo-uhnss) 
p. 40

to have  
an impact on  
a situation

1. 

2.

3. 

witness verb
(WIT-niss)  
p. 51

1. 

2.

3. 
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Sonia Nazario

Resources  
Reader’s Handbook, p. 57

journalist

l    Students cite textual 
evidence that most 
strongly supports an 
analysis of the text and 
inferences drawn from 
the text. [RI1]

l    Students determine 
a central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the text, 
including its relationship 
to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
[RI2] 

l   Students determine the 
figurative/connotative  
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are 
used in a text. [RI4] 

l    Students read 
and comprehend 
literary nonfiction 
independently and 
proficiently. [RI10]

l    Students adapt speech 
to a variety of contexts 
and tasks. [SL6]

COMMOn  
CORe  
fOCUs

The first profile in 
of Death,” features reporter Sonia 
Nazario. Nazario retraced the journey 
of 17-year-old Enrique, one of the tens of 
thousands of kids who leave their homes 
in Central America, hoping to find their 
parents in the United States. Along the 
way, these young people dodge drug 
gangs, thieves, and corrupt police.

4

“Train of death”
Teach 4Teach 4 Reporting Live

Reporting Live112 Teacher’s Guide 113

Acquire Academic & Content Vocabulary
Have students turn to page 56 in the 
are about to read about Sonia Nazario, an investigative reporter. Then use the 
following routine to preteach these vocabulary words that relate to reporting.

“I really wanted 
to put the 
reader on top 
of the train.”

                     —Sonia Nazario

Acquire Academic & 
Content Vocabulary
Provided is a routine to 
preteach vocabulary.

Have you ever seen a situation that made you want to intervene? 

3. Notes, Examples, and Related Words and Phrases
Explain to students that the third and fourth columns are designed to help them 
remember the vocabulary words. 

In the third column, they’ll add a note, example, or illustration for each word. In 
column four, they’ll write related words and phrases that come to mind when 
they think about the word. (Examples are provided in both columns.)

Respond to Text

Respond to Text
Discussion questions in the Teachers 
Guide are rigorous and text-dependent. 
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(continued)

Use Specific and Accurate Words
Introduce
Explain why using specific and accurate words is important for good writing. 
When writers choose specific and accurate words, they are able to convey their 
meaning with greater precision. Careful choice of words helps the reader 
understand the topic and picture the images that are in the writer’s mind.

Teach/Model

Ask students to turn to page 13 of Reporting Live. Let’s reread this page, 
listening for the use of specific and accurate words. Read the page aloud, or 
invite a volunteer to read.

n   There are four verbs in the first paragraph, words that describe actions.  
What are they? Clings; rattle; slashes; cuts

n   Do you think these are specific and accurate word choices? What are some 
other words the author could have used?  Encourage a discussion. Give 
some other examples for comparison: grabs; rumble; slides; flashes. Note 
that these words are not necessarily better or worse words—the choice 
depends on what the author is trying to convey.

n   Let’s look at some of the word choices in the second paragraph. Do descriptive 
words give you a vivid picture of Nazario’s fellow travelers? Which word choices 
help depict the scene? Wide eyes; hungry faces; scars from machete blades

n   Paying attention to the words good writers use helps you understand what  
you read. It also helps you use language precisely in your own writing.

Apply  Direct students to complete page 60 of the Reader’s Handbook. 
Remind them to ask themselves these questions: 

n    Have I used nouns and modifiers that help the reader see a picture?

n    Did I avoid using words that might confuse the reader?

n    Did I try a new word and, if so, check to make sure I used it correctly?

n    Are these the best words that can be used?

“Train of death”

Make Inferences
Introduce
Help students learn how to make inferences. Begin by explaining the 
comprehension skill. Today I’m going to show you how I infer or find unstated  
ideas and meanings in passages from Reporting Live. I can think about what  
people say—words and inner thoughts, their actions or what they do, and their 
observations. Then I use this information to infer.

Teach/Model

Read this passage that begins on page 37 of Reporting Live:

“When I started this journey, I was judgmental,” Nazario admits. “I thought, 
‘What kind of mother walks away from her children? ’”

Think Aloud The way Nazario says, “When I started this journey…” makes me 
think that during the journey she must have changed her mind. I wonder what 
happened and how her opinion changed.

Continue reading aloud.

Tegucigalpa gave her the answer. She watched women pick through 
garbage to find food for their children. The smell was so bad that she  
could barely breathe. “Can you imagine knowing that the only way to  
feed your children—to give them hope for the future—is to walk away 
from them?” she says.

Think Aloud Nazario doesn’t say what her new opinion is. But once she saw how 
rough life was in Tegucigalpa, I guess she could understand why a mother might be 
driven to leave. What a dilemma for a mother to face! I can infer that Nazario’s 
firsthand experience led her to become less judgmental.

Apply  Direct students to complete page 59 of the Reader’s Handbook. 
Encourage them to read strategically to make an inference about the text. 

compReheNsIoN FOCuS WRITING FOCuS
COMMOn  
CORe  
fOCUs
l   Students cite textual 

evidence that most 
strongly supports 
inferences drawn from 
the text. [RI1]

l   Students analyze 
the development 
of a central idea of 
the text, including 
its relationship to 
supporting ideas. [RI2]

l   Students analyze how a 
text makes connections 
among and distinctions 
between individuals, 
ideas, or events. [RI3]

l   Students read 
and comprehend 
literary nonfiction 
independently and 
proficiently. [RI10]

Also SL1a; L1; L3 

53AA52 Reader’s Handbook

“Train of Death” (continued)

Analyze Text
What risks did Enrique and Sonia take—and why? Dig deep to find the answers. Be sure  
to back up your ideas with evidence from the book.

Cite Text Evidence

Explore the profile “Train of Death” to complete this chart. Cite evidence from the text  
to support your ideas. Include page numbers where possible.

Evaluate the Text

Based on the evidence you’ve gathered above, respond to the questions below.  
Then discuss your evidence and conclusions with the class.

1. Given the dangers, do you think Enrique should have attempted the journey?

2. Why is Nazario’s reporting important?

 

Make Inferences
Purpose

Can you read between the lines? Try your hand at making inferences to pull meaning 
from a text. 

Apply

Read this passage from pages 38–39 of Reporting Live. Underline the statements about 
law enforcement officers. 

She boarded the Train of Death in Chiapas, Mexico’s southernmost state.  

This lawless region is so dangerous that the boys call it la bestia, or “The Beast.” Drug 

gangs rule much of Chiapas. Gangsters and thieves beat up defenseless migrants and 

steal their meager belongings. Corrupt police officers look the other way. Sometimes 

the police rob the migrants before sending them back across the border.

Inference
Now make an inference about how the migrants feel about the police. 

Read Strategically 
Look for another statement in Reporting Live, “Train of Death” that you can use to 
make an inference. Write a statement and your inference below.

Text Statement Inference

Dangers & Risks Goals & Motivation

1.  What were the 
dangers 
Enrique faced 
during his 
journey? What 
were his goals?

2.  What were 
the risks Sonia 
Nazario faced 
during her 
research and 
reporting? 
What 
motivated her?

COMPREHENSION FOCUSREADINGCLOSE FOCUS

Reporting Live

Resources  
Reader’s Handbook, p. 59

Also available on the Teacher’s  
Resources CD (#39) for IWB use

Resources  
Reader’s Handbook, p. 60

Reader’s Handbook. 

Also available on the Teacher’s 
Resources CD (#40) for IWB use
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“Train of Death” (continued)

Use Specific and Accurate Words
Purpose

Are you writing exactly what you mean? Here’s how to use specific and accurate 
words in your writing.

Apply
Below is a description of an incident that takes place in “Train of Death.” Circle 
the words that could be more descriptive. Then rewrite the passage on the lines 
below, using more specific and accurate words. 

People went to the train and handed food to the children. She recalls  

a woman who handed out tortillas and beans. The woman put them into 

the grabbing hands of the children.

 

Now find the paragraph on page 51 that describes this same scene. Compare 
the word choices and pay attention to the different meanings they convey.  
Make a list of the most  descriptive words in both passages. 

Write Precisely 
Read the following paragraph. Then revise it on a separate page, using descriptive 
words that give the reader a stronger idea and image.

This morning I was late for school. So I went through my neighbor’s yard. 

On the way my shoes got dirty. When I got to school, my footprints left 

mud on the floor. My teacher is nice. But she made me clean it up.

Reporting Live

Acquire Academic & Content Vocabulary
Below are some words you will read in Reporting Live, “At the Tip of the Spear” 
that relate to war reporting.

1.  Read each word below. Show how well you know the vocabulary  
by making a mark next to each word. 

2.  Look at the second column. You’ll see definition for some of the vocabulary 
words. Fill in the missing ones.

3.  In the third column, add notes, examples, or illustrations that will help you 
remember the words. In the fourth column, add three related words or phrases 
that come to mind when you think about the word.

X = don’t know it      ? = heard of it    4 = know it and can use it

“At the Tip of the Spear”
Read Reporting Live

Vocabulary Word Definition Notes or Examples
Related Words  

and Phrases

embedded adjective 
(em-BED-ded) 
p. 58

working as a reporter 
while under the 
protection of a 
military unit

1.  

2. 

3.  

outpost noun  
(OUT-pohst) 
p. 59

1. 

2. 

3.

platoon noun
(pluh-TOON) 
p. 62

1. military

2. troops

3. teammates

adrenaline noun 
(uh-DREN-uh-lin) 
p. 80

The following things 
might boost my 
adrenaline:
•  asking someone out 

on a date
•  hearing that I have 

to take a pop quiz 

1. 

2.

3. 

strategic adjective 
(struh-TEE-jik) 
p. 99

I defeated Sean in 
checkers thanks to 
my strategic genius

1. 

2.

3. 

WRITING FOCUS

Sebastian Junger

COMMOn  
CORe  
fOCUs
l   Students analyze 

in detail the role of 
particular sentences in 
developing and refining 
a key concept. [RI5]

l   Students determine an 
author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text. [RI6]

l   Students use precise 
language to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. [W2d]

l   Students write for a 
range of tasks and 
purposes. [W10]

Now that students have 
read “Train of Death,” give 
them a chance to stretch 
their comprehension with 
stretch Text 7, an excerpt 
from Enrique’s Journey. See 
pp.184–187 of the Teacher’s 
Guide and the Teacher’s 
Resources CD (#77).  

Stretch TExTS

Resources CD (#77).  
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(continued)eath”

Make Inferences

compReheNsIoN FOCuS

Comprehension Focus mini-lessons 
help build students’ reading skills. 
The Teacher’s Guide provides direct 
instruction for teaching and modeling 



Millan’s TV show becomes a hit, although his method—exercise and 
tough discipline—raises controversy. What are the arguments for and 
against the way Millan trains dogs? Millan says dogs instinctively 
respond to a strong pack leader. Millan’s critics think his methods  
are inhumane and that dogs should be trained with rewards.  

Millan’s empire grows. He returns to Mexico often, where he and his 
mother marvel at his success. When Millan first came to the U.S., he 
had no money and could barely speak English. What did it take for him 
to become so successful? Determination, skill, confidence, charisma, 
clear and consistent goals, some help from influential people

“Breaking Through”
Grandin spends a summer on her aunt’s farm, where she feels a 
connection with the anxious, skittish cows. She finds a moment of 
calm in the cattle squeeze chute. Why does the squeeze chute calm 
Grandin? Its steady pressure is comforting. It feels like a hug but 
doesn’t make her panic the way human hugs do. 

As a toddler, Grandin is diagnosed with autism. She struggles in 
mainstream schools but excels at a boarding school for gifted kids 
with special needs. Why did Grandin do better at Hampshire Country 
School than at her previous school? More personal attention; they 
encouraged her strengths; she got to work with animals

Grandin studies psychology and animal science. She tours 
slaughterhouses and is appalled by the conditions. Why was Grandin 
so angry about the way slaughterhouses were run? She accepted that 
the cattle were raised for slaughter but believed that they deserved 
to die humanely.

Grandin uses her special understanding of cows to redesign 
slaughterhouses to make them more humane. What did Grandin 
observe about cattle behavior, and what changes did she recommend 
based on those observations? Cows react fearfully to unexpected 
sights, so she designed curved chutes. They don’t like loud noises so 
she asked workers to be quiet. Cows seem not to like yellow, so she 
advised repainting. 

Grandin writes and gives speeches around the country to help 
people understand both autism and the minds of animals. How do you 
think Temple Grandin would describe her strengths and weaknesses? 
Responses will vary.
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Chapter summaries and Prompts
As students read this book individually or in small groups, the following 
chapter summaries and prompts will help you circulate and engage with 
students wherever they are in their reading.

“Alpha Dog”
Millan takes on Scarlett, a dog whose family can’t handle her. He 
trains her by showing her who’s boss. Millan’s philosophy is “I train 
people and rehabilitate dogs.” Explain in your own words what this 
means. If a dog is having problems, chances are the owner is doing 
something to cause the behavior, and he or she needs to learn to 
care for the dog differently.  

Millan is fascinated by the dogs on his grandfather’s farm. He vows 
to become a dog trainer and make it to Hollywood. At age 21, he 
illegally crosses the border into the U.S. What does this chapter tell 
you about the kind of person Millan is? Independent, a bit of a loner, 
ambitious, determined, single-minded, adventurous 

Millan moves from San Diego to Los Angeles and starts training 
dogs. He gets attention from celebrities and opens the Dog 
Psychology Center. Why was the support of Jada Pinkett Smith 
important for Millan’s career? She paid for his English lessons and 
spread the word about him to other celebrities. 
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This book profiles two 
outsiders who have a way 
with animals. Growing up 
in Mexico, Cesar Millan 
dreamed of becoming the 
world’s greatest dog trainer. 
As an adult, he transformed 
himself into a famous expert 
on problem pets.  Temple 
Grandin’s autism made it 
hard for her to interact with 
the world. But it also helped 
her to revolutionize the way 
humans treat cattle. 

Animal Instincts 
summaries and Prompts

Use	the	Animal Instincts	slide	
show	to	preview	the	book	for	
the	whole	class,	or	have	readers	
watch	it	independently	or	in	
small	groups.
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Zoom In
Cesar Millan objects to the way that many Americans treat their dogs. List two 
ways that he thinks dog owners can do better.

 
Analyze a Character
Fill in this web to get a clearer picture of Millan’s life.

Dig Deep
Cesar Millan believes dogs are pack animals that thrive on discipline. Others 
think that Millan’s tactics are harsh and inhumane. Do you agree with Millan’s 
dog-training methods or with his critics? Why?

TARGET WORD WEBS

 assertive page 15
Millan is assertive with dogs to 
get them to obey him.

Assertive means bold and 
forceful. 

Think of three words or 
phrases that relate to  
assertive.

 submissive page 41
Dog owners train their dogs 
to be submissive and obedient.

Submissive means ready to  
surrender to the will of others. 

Think of three words or  
phrases that relate to  
submissive. 

Zoom In
List two observations that Temple Grandin has made about animals, and explain 
how those insights have helped her in her work.

Causes and Effects
Fill in this cause/effect chart to follow Grandin’s story. 

Dig Deep
The title of this profile is “Breaking Through.”  Think of two barriers that  
Grandin confronted, and explain how she broke through them. 

1.

2.

TARGET WORD WEBS

 abstract page 66
People with autism may have 
trouble understanding abstract 
concepts like love. 

Abstract means based on ideas. 

Think of three words or phrases 
that relate to abstract. 

 unconventional page 90
Grandin’s unconventional view 
of the world gave her a unique 
perspective. 

Unconventional means not  
usually done or believed. 

Think of three words or phrases 
that relate to unconventional. 

“Breaking Through” 
Read Animal Instincts

“Alpha Dog”

Millan

Millan’s Character Traits Important People in His Life

Challenges He Faced His Accomplishments

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

Cause Effect

Temple’s mother sends 
her to a special school 
that offers more 
individual attention.

Temple witnesses 
how badly run 
slaughterhouses are, 
and it upsets her.
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Temple sees that 
cows are calmed by 
the squeeze chute
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Comprehension Check
Fill in the circle to the left of the best answer.

1.  Which of the following did NOT contribute to Cesar 
Millan’s success?

A   support from celebrities like Jada Pinkett Smith

B  experiences with dogs on his grandfather’s farm

C   not speaking English when he arrived in the U.S.
D   money from his parents to cross the border  

2.  Millan has described the beginning of his career like this: 
“My goods were good, but my delivery wasn’t.”  What 
does he mean?

A   He made people think he was a good dog trainer even 
though he wasn’t.

B   He trained dogs well, but he couldn’t communicate in 
English with their owners.

C   He charged too much for his services.
D   He couldn’t find work even though he spoke perfect 

English.

3.  If a dog is pampered, it is more likely to _________.
A  become underweight

B   become spoiled

C   act submissive
D   need to be rehabilitated

4.  Which of the following best describes what “Alpha Dog” 
is about?

A   how a man started with nothing and turned his love of 
dogs into an extremely successful career

B   how dog trainers become famous 

C   how dogs in the United States act out because they 
don’t get enough discipline from their owners 

D   how a man was able to cross the border successfully 
and survive on the streets of San Diego

5.  Which of the following is an insight that Temple 
Grandin has had during her career?

A   Animals are visual thinkers.

B   Squeeze chutes are made of metal or wood. 

C   Cattle are sent through a pesticide dip before slaughter.
D   Grandin has transformed the beef industry.

6.  Which of the following statements would Grandin  
be most likely to agree with?

A   Human beings should not eat beef. 

B   It is not possible to make a slaughterhouse more 
humane.

C   Cattle should live as comfortably as possible before 
they are killed. 

D   It is impossible for ordinary people to understand 
animals.

7.  Why did Grandin try to limit the amount of noise in 
slaughterhouses? 

A   Loud noises cause cattle to panic. 

B  Noise distracts the workers.

C   She couldn’t communicate with cows over the noise. 
D   She couldn’t communicate with the workers over the 

noise. 

8.  “Breaking Through” is mainly about  ______________.
A   the way animals think 

B   how people with autism can overcome their limitations  

C   the inhumane treatment of animals in slaughterhouses
D   how one woman used a special understanding of animals 

to change the way we treat cows 

9. Write two statements that Temple Grandin and Cesar Millan would probably agree with. 

10. According to Millan, how can dog owners benefit from understanding their pets? 

THE BIG

After you finish the book, discuss 
and debate the questions below 
with your Book Group or your class. 

1. Your Opinion Who did you 
have the most sympathy for in 
this book? Why?

2. Death Sentence Some  
people argue that wrongful 
convictions like that of Kenny 
Waters are a good reason to 
outlaw the death penalty.  
Do you think some criminals 
deserve to be put to death?  
Why or why not?

3. Mississippi Burning Should 
the Everses have moved 
somewhere where there was 
less racial prejudice rather than 
stay in Mississippi?

4. You Be the Judge What are 
the elements of a fair legal 
system? Which factors are most 
important and why?

5. Photo Album Look at the 
photo on page 67. What do  
you think this photo says about 
the relationship between Betty 
Anne and Kenny?

Preview Found Guilty
Read the back cover as well as page 3. What do these people have in common?

Reread the first line of page 3 closely. How would you rephrase it in your own 
words? 

Preview “Long Road to Justice”
Read the first paragraph on page 13. What mood is the author trying to set?

Look at the photo on page 19 without reading the caption. Describe in your 
own words what you think is going on.

Preview “The Pact”
Look at the photo on page 60. What are two words you would use to describe 
the mood of this image?

Read page 61. Based on what you know so far, why do you think the profile is 
titled “The Pact”?

Found Guilty Book Guide

1.

2.

THE BIG

The BiG

Resources		
Reader’s Handbook, pp. 73–76 
Comprehension Check also available on 
the Teacher’s Resources CD (#50)
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After you finish the book, discuss 
and debate the questions below 
with your Book Group or your class. 

1. The Human Animal How 
are humans different from other 
animals? What traits are unique 
to human beings—and separate 
us from the rest of the animal 
world?

2. Dog Bites Man Cesar Millan 
tries to retrain aggressive dogs. 
But if a dog injures a person, 
what do you think should be 
done?

3. Help or Hindrance? Would 
you call Temple Grandin’s autism 
a disability? Why or why not?

4. Freedom to Bark? Should 
animals have rights that are 
written into law and can be 
defended in court? If so, what 
would an animal “Bill of Rights” 
contain?

5. Photo Album Look at the 
photos on pages 10, 34, and 39. 
What do these photos say about 
Millan’s relationship to animals?

Preview Animal Instincts
Read the back cover as well as page 3. What do these people have in common?

Read the table of contents on page 9. What can you tell from the chapter titles?

Preview “Alpha Dog”
Read the middle paragraph on page 24. What are two words you would use to 
describe Millan’s attitude? 

Look at the photo of Millan walking the dog Chase on page 36. What are two 
things you notice about Millan here?

Preview “Breaking Through”
Look at the photo on page 64 and read the caption. What does it tell you 
about autism and about how Grandin treated cattle?

Look at the photo on page 89. Write a title for the image.
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2.
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At the beginning of each Platform, you read a Lead Book together with your 
class. Now it’s your turn! For the Reader’s Choice Books, you’ll be reading on 
your own or in small groups.
Like the Lead Books, each Reader’s Choice Book recounts the adventures of 
two people who share remarkable qualities. You’ll read about soldiers who 
survived harrowing experiences as prisoners of war, gifted athletes who fought 
to make it to the pros, and climbers who were left for dead in the wilderness.

Using the Book Guides
The Book Guides that follow will help you get the most out of 
each book—whether you’re reading on your own or discussing  
the book in a group.

•  Take a sneak peak at the book, using the preview questions. 

•  Use The Big 5 questions to spark discussions in your book 
group, or to think about as you read. 

•  For each profile, you’ll find a page that helps keep you on  
track as you read. We’ve also included questions that will  
make you dig deep into the book for answers. 

Talk About It!
Good books can lead to great discussions. A few simple tips  
will help you make sure that your book groups are rewarding.

•  Listening skills are the key to a good discussion.  
Make sure each person has a chance to ask questions  
and to discuss ideas.

•  Be specific. When you explain what you liked or didn’t  
like, refer to details in the book.

•  Got questions? Ask them! Did something spark your  
curiosity? Was there a part that confused you? Jot down  
your questions as you read in the space provided, and  
raise them with your group. 

Five-Star Reviews
Enjoy your Reader’s Choice Books and take time to put your 
reactions on the record! As you finish each book, track your 
reading and rate each book on the Read and Rate pages  
(106-107). You can also write a book review for your classmates. 

Welcome to the Reader’s Choice Books

After your students have completed 
this book, you may wish to use 
these questions (which are also  
on Reader’s Handbook 
 p. 73) to stimulate debate and 
conversation in book groups or in 
whole-class discussion. 

1. The Human Animal	How	
are	humans	different	from	other	
animals?	What	traits	are	unique	
to	human	beings—and	separate	
us	from	the	rest	of	the	animal	
world?

2. Dog Bites Man	Cesar	Millan	
tries	to	retrain	aggressive	dogs.	
But	if	a	dog	injures	a	person,	
what	do	you	think	should	be	
done?

3. Help or Hindrance?	Would	
you	call	Temple	Grandin’s	autism	
a	disability?	Why	or	why	not?

4. Freedom to Bark?	Should	
animals	have	rights	that	are	
written	into	law	and	can	be	
defended	in	court?	If	so,	what	
would	an	animal	“Bill	of	Rights”	
contain?

5. Photo Album	Look	at	the	
photos	on	pages	10,	34,	and	39.	
What	do	these	photos	say	about	
Millan’s	relationship	to	animals?

This book profiles two 
outsiders who have a way 
with animals. Growing up 
in Mexico, Cesar Millan 
dreamed of becoming the 
world’s greatest dog trainer. 
As an adult, he transformed 
himself into a famous expert 
on problem pets.  Temple 
Grandin’s autism made it 
hard for her to interact with 
the world. But it also helped 
her to revolutionize the way 
humans treat cattle. 

139aa138 Teacher’s Guide Animal Instincts

ummaries and Prompts

dreamed of becoming the 
world’s greatest dog trainer. 
As an adult, he transformed 
himself into a famous expert 
on problem pets.  Temple 
Grandin’s autism made it 
hard for her to interact with 
the world. But it also helped 
her to revolutionize the way 
humans treat cattle. 

dreamed of becoming the 
world’s greatest dog trainer. 
As an adult, he transformed 
himself into a famous expert 
on problem pets.  Temple 
Grandin’s autism made it 
hard for her to interact with 
the world. But it also helped 
her to revolutionize the way 
humans treat cattle. 

Chapter Summaries 
and Prompts allow 
teachers to engage 
students wherever they 
are in their Reader’s 
Choice Books.

Millan’s TV show becomes a hit, although his method—exercise and 
tough discipline—raises controversy. What are the arguments for and 
against the way Millan trains dogs? Millan says dogs instinctively 
respond to a strong pack leader. Millan’s critics think his methods 
are inhumane and that dogs should be trained with rewards. 

Millan’s empire grows. He returns to Mexico often, where he and his 
mother marvel at his success. When Millan first came to the U.S., he 
had no money and could barely speak English. What did it take for him 

Chapter

Chapter

After your students have completed 
this book, you may wish to use 
these questions (which are also 
on 

conversation in book groups or in 
whole-class discussion. 

The Big 5 discussion questions appear in 
the Teacher’s Guide as well as the Reader’s 
Handbook to encourage rich discussions with 
individuals, small groups, or the whole class.




