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Kindergarten 
 
Can You Say Peace? 
by Karen Katz 
Shanti. Heiwa. Kurtuku. Paz. What do these foreign words have in common? They all 
mean peace. This beautifully illustrated book takes readers around the world, exposing 
them to children in many different countries who all use their own languages to express a 
universal message of peace. How do you say peace?  
 
The Lamb Who Came For Dinner 
by Steve Smallman, illustrated by Joelle Dreidemy 
When a little lamb shows up at an old wolf’s door one winter night, the wolf can hardly 
believe his good fortune! He’s is in for a great surprise, though! This story of unlikely 
and unexpected friendship will charm readers with its simple message of trust and 
compassion.  
 
Roar! A Noisy Counting Book  
by Pamela Duncan Edwards, illustrated by Henry Cole 
Set against the bright backdrop of a lush African savanna, this rhyming book teaches both 
colors and numbers as it follows a restless lion cub in search of a friend. From one red 
monkey to eight brown gazelles, the lonely lion frightens everyone away, until he finally 
finds meets nine little yellow lion cubs who roar as loudly as he does.  
 
A Tadpole Grows Up (Scholastic News Nonfiction Reader) 
by Pam Zollman 
What looks like a fish and turns into a frog? A tadpole! This book uses pictures, fact 
boxes and diagrams to describe the life cycle of the cute and curious creature that 
transforms from a tadpole into a frog.  
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Grade 1 
 
Down in the Swamp 
by Donna M. Bateman, illustrated by Brian Lies 
From mammals to reptiles to birds to insects, learn about the animals that inhabit 
Florida’s Okefenokee Swamp. A variation of the classic children’s poem “Over in the 
Meadow,” the text’s familiar meter gives science information a playful edge. A section 
on “Swamp Flora and Fauna Facts” is appended. 
 
Dragon Gets By (Dragon Tales) 
by Dav Pilkey 
“One warm, sunny morning Dragon woke up and yawned. He was very groggy… And 
whenever Dragon woke up groggy, he did everything wrong,” begins a hilarious and 
mixed-up day for the lovable blue dragon who is the star of this popular series.  
 
Ruthie and the (Not So) Teeny Tiny Lie 
by Laura Rankin 
Ruthie the fox learns right from wrong after she experiences tremendous guilt over 
claiming a toy she found on the playground as her own. The book’s heartwarming 
celebration of telling the truth explores universal feelings and common concerns for 
young children. 
 
Trucks (Usborne Beginners) 
by Katie Daynes, illustrated by Christyan Fox 
There are many different kinds of trucks—crawler trucks, road trains, flatbed trucks, 
monster trucks, fire trucks and more! Find out what they do and how they work in this 
fascinating book. A combination of photographs and illustrations and a helpful glossary 
support the easy-to-read text in this book for beginning readers. 
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Grade 2 
 
Baby Animals (Scholastic True or False)  
by Melvin and Gilda Berger  
Whales can breathe underwater. True or false? This fun photo book shows young 
scientists how to test hypothesis using a question-and-answer format that will get the 
whole class offering up their best guesses! Can whales breathe underwater? Read and 
find out! 
 
Let’s Read About… César Chávez 
by Jerry Tello, illustrated by Stephen Marchesi 
César Chávez started working in the fields when he was very young, an experience that 
would lead him to dedicate his life to fighting for the respect and fair treatment of farm 
workers. This book introduces emerging readers to the concept of biography through the 
extraordinary and inspiring life of one Hispanic hero. 
 
Nate the Great 
by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat, illustrated by Marc Simont 
In this first installment of the popular series, cool boy detective Nate plunges into the 
baffling case of his friend Annie’s missing painting of her dog Fang. Gathering the facts, 
asking the right questions, and narrowing down suspects, he tracks down the culprit and 
successfully cracks the case. He even solves another mystery along the way! 
 
Season of the Sandstorms (Magic Tree House) 
by Mary Pope Osborne 
Jack and Annie travel back in time to a desert in the Middle East on a mission from the 
great wizard Merlin, where they meet a Bedouin tribe and learn about a different way to 
live. From camel rides and oases to ancient writings and sandstorms, this story is filled 
with mystery, history, magic, and adventure. 
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Grade 3 
 
Ben Franklin: Extraordinary Inventor, Brave Leader 
by Francene Sabin and Joann Early Macken, illustrated by John Lawn 
Benjamin Franklin was a remarkable man. He wasn’t just an inventor, he was also a 
journalist, poet, printer, politician, ambassador, and one of America’s founding fathers! 
In this early-readers biography, you’ll learn about key moments of Ben Franklin’s 
childhood that shaped him into a great American icon. 
 
Grandaddy’s Gift 
by Margaree King Mitchell, illustrated by Larry Johnson 
When her granddaddy becomes the first registered African American voter in their small 
Mississippi town, Little Joe learns about courage and determination and the fear of 
difference that comes from both sides of the racial divide. 
 
Just Grace 
by Charise Mericle Harper 
Grace loves cats and she doesn’t like Sammy Stinger, a boy in her class. When her 
neighbor’s cat goes missing, Grace comes up with a surefire plan. But when that plan 
backfires, and she finds herself in a bit of trouble, she finds friendship and help in the 
most unlikely places. 
 
Pluto: Dwarf Planet (Scholastic News Reader) 
by Christine Taylor-Butler 
Once considered to be one of the sun’s nine planets, Pluto is now classified as a dwarf 
planet. Did you know that Pluto is very cold and has three moons? Explore these facts 
and more about Pluto through photographs, fact boxes and diagrams that support this 
book’s early-reader text.  
 
Stuart’s Cape 
by Sarah Pennypacker, illustrated by Martin Matje 
It’s raining and Stuart’s bored. But when he puts on his cape, an adventure begins! 
Stuart’s magic cape gives him the power to fly, grow toast, and out-bounce a dinosaur. 
But can it help him make a friend? 
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Grade 4 
 
Beyond Pluto: The Final Frontier in Space (True Book) 
by Elaine Landau 
What’s the coldest known object in the solar system? It’s a mysterious object called 
Sedna, far beyond Pluto. It’s almost 400 degrees Fahrenheit below zero! Introduce young 
astronomers to the Kuiper Belt, and other space places and facts beyond Pluto, in this 
lively science fact book. 
 
Jake Drake, Know-It-All 
by Andrew Clements, illustrations by Marla Frazee and Janet Pedersen 
Jake Drake is excited about Despres Elementary School’s first science fair. He wants to 
win the grand prize: a brand-new computer system. And he really wants to beat the third-
grade know-it-alls, Marsha McCall and Kevin Young. The trouble is, Jake might have to 
become a know-it-all himself, and he may just lose more than he wins. 
 
The Statue of Liberty (True Book) 
by Elaine Landau 
This colorful, interactive social studies book examines a powerful American symbol—the 
Statue of Liberty—through time lines, drawings, photos, and surprising, true facts to 
shock and amaze readers. Follow the statue from France, across the Atlantic, to New 
York harbor! 
 
Too Dark to See (Nighttime) 
by Todd Strasser, illustrated by Doug Cushman 
Have you ever seen a creature lurking in the shadows? Does your closet door open in the 
middle of the night? Do you jump for your night-light when you hear a noise in bed? If 
so, then it might be too dark to see! It certainly is for the characters in these eight scary 
stories. You never know what might be hiding in the darkness! 
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Grade 5 
 
Eats, Shoots, and Leaves: Why, Commas Really Do Make a Difference!  
by Lynne Truss, illustrated by Bonnie Timmons  
Even though they’re useful and necessary, commas can be terrifically confusing! Find out 
just how to use them through cartoon-like illustrations and funny explanations of the 
hilarious misunderstandings that come from silly comma mistakes. Explanations of 
grammar rules used in the examples can be found at the end of the book.  
 
Homeless (Vet Volunteers) 
by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Cats love Sunita Patel, and she loves them back. Since her mother won’t let her have a 
kitty of her own, discovering a wild cat colony is a dream come true. But Animal Control 
is going to destroy all the cats…unless Sunita does something drastic! A fun fiction, this 
animal adventure also explores the relationship between animals and humans, the basics 
of cat care, and the issue of animal control. 
 
The Not-So-Jolly Roger (The Time Warp Trio) 
by Jon Scieszka, illustrated by Lane Smith 
Joe, Fred, and Sam find themselves on a desert island where they think they see the 
fearsome pirate Blackbeard bury a treasure—and his two helpers. Before long, the boys 
are kidnapped by Blackbeard and their adventure turns into a suspenseful, slapstick 
escapade on the high seas. A historical afterward on Blackbeard follows the tale.  
 
A Silly Science Experiment (Comic Guy) 
by Timothy Roland 
Guy, a 5th grader who writes and illustrates his own comic strip, is about to become a TV 
star—if he can successfully perform an experiment on The Super Science Show. 
Unfortunately, his partner, crabby Zoe, is deathly afraid of heights, and the class bully, 
Tank, keeps trying to sabotage the show! A mixture of regular text and funny comic 
strips, this book is laugh out loud fun. 
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Grade 6 
 
Desperate Journey 
by Jim Murphy 
With her mother sick and her father arrested, young Maggie must save her family from 
disaster by delivering a heavy barge shipment to Buffalo before the fast-approaching 
deadline. This historical novel centers around 1848 Erie Canal life, and highlights the 
daily routine of barge labor and Canal community life.    
 
Dunk Under Pressure (Winning Season) 
by Rich Wallace 
The guys call him Dunk, even though Cornell Duncan couldn’t dunk from a six-foot 
ladder! But put him at the foul line, and he won’t miss. When he free-throws his way to 
the YMCA’s all-star basketball team, Dunk wants nothing more than for his team to win 
the state tournament. Will he realize in time that it takes more than free throws to make 
him a real all-star? 
 
Just Jonas: The Jonas Brothers Up Close and Personal (Star Scene) 
by Michael-Anne Johns 
Do you totally dig Kevin, Joe, and Nick? If so, then this is the right book for you! Get the 
full scoop on this teenage supergroup starring a famous band of brothers. Each of the 
three brothers is individually profiled through fact sheets, interviews, Q&A pages, and, 
most important, lots and lots of photographs. 
 
The Supreme Court (True Book) 
by Christine Taylor-Butler 
This lively social studies book uses time lines, drawings, photos, and a guide to explain 
who sits on the Supreme Court and what he or she does. Profiles of famous cases serve to 
highlight both past and present of the highest court in America, and surprising, true facts 
will shock and amaze readers. 
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Grade 7 
 
The Adventures of Marco Polo  
by Russell Freedman, illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline  
Open up and explore the controversial historical figure who claims he traveled to China 
and served the great Kublai Khan in the thirteenth century! Judge for yourself the truth 
about Polo’s claims, and find out the keys to distinguishing fact from fabrication. 
Artwork from Marco Polo’s day and illustrations make the journey even more 
interesting!  
 
Bella at Midnight 
by Diane Stanley, illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline 
In the village of Castle Down, in a kingdom plagued by war, lives a peasant girl called 
Bella. Blessed with a happy life, Bella creates her own small patch of sunlight in the dark 
world until suddenly, Bella’s world collapses and she is caught up in a terrible plot that 
will change her life—and the kingdom—forever. With the help of her godmother and 
three enchanted gifts, she sets out on a journey of destiny. 
 
Secrets of a Civil War Submarine: Solving the Mysteries of the H.L. Hunley 
by Sally M. Walker 
The H.L. Hunley made history in 1864 as the first submarine ever to sink an enemy ship. 
But something went wrong during that daring mission and the Hunley never returned to 
port. That is, until 1995, when it was miraculously discovered, buried beneath the ocean 
floor for more than one hundred years. Open up and explore one of the most compelling 
stories of archaeology and the American Civil War. 
 
Southpaw (Winning Season) 
by Rich Wallace 
Jimmy Fleming throws left, bats right and left, and is hoping to become Hudson City’s 
newest pitcher. But even though he makes the team, things don’t go the way he’d hoped, 
and before long, Jimmy wishes he’d never come to Hudson City. But he isn’t one to give 
up, and just when the season hits a low point, Jimmy’s pitches—and his attitude—begin 
to find their mark. 
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Grade 8 
 
Claws 
by Dan Greenburg 
When Cody is 14, he runs away from home and his abusive mother. Fleeing across the 
country, he doesn’t stop until he hits the Sam Houston Tiger Ranch in Texas. With the 
help of Sunny, the ranch’s owner, Cody learns to take care of the animals in ways he 
never imagined. But there is another lesson Cody has to learn—sometimes people are 
harder to handle than tigers. 
 
Genius or Madman? Sir Isaac Newton 
by Mary Atkinson  
Born on Christmas day in 1642, Isaac Newton made some of the most important 
scientific discoveries of all time. Despite his genius, though—or perhaps because of it—
Newton had a very unusual personality. He was antisocial, forgetful, obsessive, and 
sensitive to criticism. This exciting book chronicles Newton’s life from his early years, 
and offers information about other historical geniuses. 
 
The Shadow Thieves (Cronus Chronicles) 
by Anne Ursu 
Ordinary Charlotte Mielswetzski has bright red hair, an overstuffed backpack, and aura of 
grumpiness. That is, she finds herself and her cousin Zee on a to the not-so-mythical 
Underworld. Overrun by Nightmares, Pain, and Death, they soon discover that the fate of 
every person—living and dead—is in their young hands.  
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Grade 9 
 
Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul 
edited by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, and Deborah Reber 
Failing a class, getting dumped, and figuring out where you fit in are difficult challenges 
faced by most high school students. This book of short stories—told from a teenager’s 
point of view—dishes the real deal on issues like anorexia, dating, and helping a friend in 
trouble, and ways to cope with the hard realities of growing up. 
 
Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
by Russell Freedman  
In 1955, the African-American citizens of Montgomery, AL demanded an end to 
segregation laws and the beginning of civil rights through an amazing act of nonviolent 
protest. The courage of countless unsung heroes who boycotted Montgomery busses is 
illuminated in this documented account that reads like a page-turner novel.  
 
Notes from the Midnight Driver 
by Jordan Sonnenblick 
Alex’s parents are separated, his father is dating his old third-grade teacher, and being a 
teenager just isn’t easy, especially when it comes to girls. When he tries to get even with 
the world, Alex ends up doing community service at a senior center. He is assigned to 
Solomon Lewis, a “difficult” senior with a lot of gusto, advice for Alex, and a puzzling 
(yet colorful) Yiddish vocabulary. Eventually, the unlikely pair learns to deal with their 
past and with each other in ways that are humorous, entertaining, and life-changing. 
 
 
 


