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Kindergarten  
Suggested Sequence

Kindergarten
Common Core State Standards 

I recommend teaching letter-sounds in the sequence 
shown below (based on frequency and utility), 
building and reading words as they become 
available. Complete the sequence by the end 
of the third instructional quarter so the remaining 
quarter can be spent working on mastery/fluency 
of these skills and continued application to reading. 

Alphabet (Teach the ABC song, focus on letter 
identification, name the letter.)

m, a, s, p, t, i, n, c, o, f, h, d, r, e,  
b, l, k, u, g, w, x, v, j, q, y, z

You can teach more than one letter-sound per 
week to avoid the “letter-of-the-week” routine that 
often leaves students without an understanding of 
how to use letter-sounds to read and write words. 
That is, letter review often isn’t extended past that 
week and application to reading isn’t maximized. 
If you do teach only one letter-sound per week, be 
sure to fold in previously learned letter-sounds as 
you introduce a new one. For example, create a 
set of letter cards (or copy any of the letter patterns 
included in this resource). Add a card each time 
you teach a new letter-sound. As a warm-up to 
daily activities, flip through the cards in a game-like 
fashion. Have children chorally say the letter-sound. 
Challenge children by flipping through the cards at 
ever-increasing speeds. It’s fun and a great, quick 
review. This will ensure mastery and application of 
these critical foundational skills.

Print concepts
1.  Demonstrate understanding of the organization 

and basic features of print.
 a.  Follow words from left to right and page  

by page.
 b.  Recognize that spoken words are represented 

in written language by specific sequences  
of letters.

 c.  Understand that words are separated  
by spaces in print.

 d.  Recognize and name all upper- and 
lowercase letters of the alphabet.

Phonological Awareness
2.  Demonstrate understanding of spoken words 

and sounds (phonemes). 
 a.  Recognize and produce rhyming words.
 b.  Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial 

vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in  
three-phoneme (CVC) words.

Phonics and word recognition
3.  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words.
 a.  Demonstrate basic knowledge of letter-sound 

correspondences by producing the primary 
or most frequent sound for each consonant.

 b.  Associate the short sounds with the common 
spellings (graphemes) for the five major 
vowels.

 c.  Read common high-frequency words by sight 
(for example, the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, 
do, does).

 d.  Distinguish between similarly spelled words 
by identifying the sounds of the letters that 
differ.

Fluency
4.  Read emergent-reading texts with purpose  

and understanding.
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Print concepts
1.  Demonstrate understanding of the organization 

and basic features of print.
 a.  Recognize the distinguishing features 

of a sentence (for example, first word 
capitalization, ending punctuation).

Phonological Awareness
2.  Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, 

syllables, and sounds (phonemes).
 a.  Distinguish long from short vowel sounds  

in spoken single-syllable words.
 b.  Orally produce single-syllable words by 

blending sounds (phonemes), including 
consonant blends.

 c.  Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial 
vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in 
spoken single-syllable words.

 d.  Segment spoken single-syllable words into 
their complete sequence of individual sounds 
(phonemes).

Phonics and word recognition
3.  Know and apply grade-level phonics and  

word analysis skills in decoding words 
 a.  Know the spelling–sound correspondences 

for common consonant digraphs.
 b.  Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.
 c.  Know final e and common vowel team 

conventions for representing long vowel 
sounds.

 d.  Use knowledge that every syllable must have 
a vowel sound to determine the number of 
syllables in a printed word.

 e.  Decode two-syllable words following basic 
patterns by breaking the words into syllables.

 f. Read words with inflectional endings.
 g.  Recognize and read grade–appropriate 

irregularly spelled words.

Fluency
4.  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency  

to support comprehension.
 a.  Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding.
 b.  Read on-level text with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression on successive readings.
 c.  Use context to confirm or self-correct word 

recognition and understanding, rereading  
as necessary.

Grade 1 
Suggested Sequence

Grade 1
Common Core State Standards 

I recommend teaching the majority of the sound-
spellings in Grade 1 in the sequence shown below 
(based on frequency and utility), building and 
reading words as they become available. In fact, 
students need a lot of practice reading connected 
text that mirrors their growing phonics abilities (for 
example, decodable text). In addition, build in 
fluency activities to ensure mastery of these skills. 
Teaching too much too fast can result in weak 
learning of the skills that will decay over time and 
result in reading difficulties in future grades. 

Alphabet 
Quick review

Short Vowels a, i, o, e, u
Make sure to separate auditorily and visually 
confusing letter-sounds. 

consonant Blends and digraphs 
s -blends, l -blends, r -blends, digraph sh, digraph 
wh, digraphs ch/tch, digraph th, digraph ph, 
digraphs ng/nk

Apply these skills to previously taught short-vowel 
words.

Long Vowels
final e, long a, long e, long o,  
long i, long u

complex Vowels
r -controlled vowels er, ir, ur
r -controlled vowels ar, or, ore
diphthongs ou, ow 
diphthongs oi, oy
variant vowels long and short oo
variant vowels a, au, aw
r -controlled vowels are, air, ear

word Study
plurals, inflectional ending -ed, inflectional ending 
-ing, contractions, inflectional endings with spelling 
changes, compound words, prefixes, suffixes
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Grade 2
Suggested Sequence

Grade 2
Common Core State Standards 

The focus in Grade 2 is building mastery/fluency 
with the skills taught in Grade 1, and applying 
these skills to increasingly larger numbers of 
multisyllabic words and more complex texts.  

Short Vowels a, i, o, e, u
Review. 

consonant Blends and digraphs 
s -blends, l -blends, r -blends, digraph sh, digraph 
wh, digraphs ch/tch, digraph th, digraph ph, 
digraphs ng/nk

Review and apply these skills to previously taught 
short -vowel words.

Long Vowels
final e, long a, long e, long o,  
long i, long u

Review long vowels.

complex Vowels
r -controlled vowels er, ir, ur
r -controlled vowels ar, or, ore 
diphthongs ou, ow 
diphthongs oi, oy
variant vowels oo
variant vowels a, au, aw
r -controlled vowels are, air, ear

Review complex vowels. 

word Study
plurals, inflectional ending -ed, inflectional ending 
-ing, contractions, inflectional endings with spelling 
changes, compound words, prefixes, suffixes, 
closed syllables, open syllables, consonant + le  
syllables, vowel-team syllables, r -controlled 
syllables, final-e syllables

Continue working on word study, introducing the 
six syllable types throughout the year—for example, 
introduce closed syllables after reviewing short 
vowels, introduce r -controlled vowel syllables after 
reviewing complex vowels.

Phonics and word recognition
3.  Know and apply grade-level phonics and  

word analysis skills in decoding words
 a.  Distinguish long and short vowels when 

reading regularly spelled one-syllable words.
 b.  Know spelling-sound correspondences  

for additional common vowel teams. 
 c.  Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words 

with long vowels.
 d.  Decode words with common prefixes  

and suffixes.
 e.  Identify words with inconsistent but common 

spelling-sound correspondences.
 f.  Recognize and read grade-appropriate 

irregularly spelled words.

Fluency
4.  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency  

to support comprehension.
 a.  Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding.
 b.  Read on-level text with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression on successive readings.
 c.  Use context to confirm or self-correct word 

recognition and understanding, rereading  
as necessary.
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Grade 3 
Suggested Sequence

Grade 3
Common Core State Standards 

The focus in Grade 3 is checking mastery/fluency 
with the skills taught in Grades 1 and 2, and 
applying these skills to increasingly larger numbers 
of multisyllabic words and more complex texts. 
More focus should be placed on the six syllable 
types and morphology (for example, prefixes and 
suffixes).

Long vowels
final e, long a, long e, long o,  
long i, long u

Review long vowels.

complex vowels
r -controlled vowels er, ir, ur
r -controlled vowels ar, or, ore 
diphthongs ou, ow 
diphthongs oi, oy
variant vowels oo
variant vowels a, au, aw
r -controlled vowels are, air, ear

Review complex vowels. 

word Study
plurals, inflectional ending -ed, inflectional ending 
-ing, contractions, inflectional endings with spelling 
changes, compound words, prefixes, suffixes, 
closed syllables, open syllables, consonant + le  
syllables, vowel-team syllables, r -controlled 
syllables, final-e syllables

Review word study and the six syllable types.

Phonics and word recognition
3.  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words 
 a.  Identify and know the meaning of the most 

common prefixes and derivational suffixes 
 b. Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
 c. Decode multisyllable words.
 d.  Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 

words.

Fluency
4.  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency  

to support comprehension. 
 a.  Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding.
 b.  Read on-level prose orally with accuracy, 

appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings.

 c.  Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading  
as necessary. 


