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Connections to Your Guided  
Reading Program
The lesson routines, activities, and centers in Teaching Phonics all support guided reading, 
as you can see in the chart below. You can use the lessons to preteach the phonics skills 
students will encounter in that day’s guided reading. The teaching materials also provide 
you with an abundance of activities students can do independently while you meet with 
guided reading groups.

Below is a correlation chart recommending the skills most appropriate for each  
guided reading level.  

How Teaching Phonics Supports Guided Reading

Before 

Teachers use the lesson 
routines to preteach the 
phonics skills students will 
encounter in that day’s reading.

during 

Students read leveled books 
supported by the letter and 
sound work from the phonics 
lesson.

After

Teachers use the word work 
activities, learning centers, and 
independent practice pages to 
provide students with additional 
reading and writing practice.

Guided 
Reading 
Level

Focus Phonics Skill(s)
Guided 
Reading 
Level

Focus Phonics Skill(s)

A
Alphabet  
Children read patterned text. E

Short Vowels i, e, u
Instruction can also include  
consonant digraphs.

B
Alphabet 
Children read patterned text. F

Final e

C
Alphabet 
Children read patterned text with a 
few short-vowel VC and CVC words.

G
Long Vowels a, e

D

Short Vowels a, o
Children begin reading decodable 
text. Instruction can also include 
inflectional endings, consonant 
blends, and plurals.

H

Long Vowels o, i
Instruction can also focus on 
introducing simple multisyllabic words.

I

r-controlled Vowels er, ir, ur, ar, or, ore 
diphthongs oi, oy, ou, ow  
Variant Vowels oo, au, aw M

2–3 Syllable words
Review one-syllable words with 
r -controlled vowels, variant vowels, 
and diphthongs to ensure mastery.

(Continues)
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Guided 
Reading 
Level

Focus Phonics Skill(s)
Guided 
Reading 
Level

Focus Phonics Skill(s)

J

2–3 Syllable words
Review one-syllable words with short 
vowels, final e, blends, and digraphs 
to ensure mastery.

N

Syllabication
Instruction should include open 
syllables, closed syllables, consonant 
+ le syllables, and prefixes.

K

2–3 Syllable words
Review one-syllable words with long 
vowels, inflectional endings, and 
plurals to ensure mastery.

O

Syllabication
Instruction should include vowel-team 
syllables, final-e syllables, r-controlled 
vowel syllables, and suffixes.

L

2–3 Syllable words
Review one-syllable words with long 
vowels to ensure mastery. Instruction 
can also include silent letters and soft 
c/g.

P

Syllabication
Instruction should include inflectional 
endings with spelling changes, 
prefixes, suffixes, and homophones.

Aligning Instructional Sequences 
With the Common Core State 
Standards
The teaching materials and lessons in Teaching Phonics will help you meet your specific 
state reading and language arts standards as well as those recommended by the 
Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI), the state-led effort to establish a single 
set of clear educational standards aimed at providing students nationwide with a high-
quality education. The charts on pages 19–22 detail a suggested scope and sequence for 
each grade (based on a careful review of state standards and existing basal scopes and 
sequences) and the associated Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts. 
The materials in this resource address the standards listed as Foundational Skills for 
Reading in the CCSSI documents. For more information, visit the CCSSI Web site:  
www.corestandards.org.


