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Common Core State Standards 

English 
Language 
Arts
A majority of the nation’s governors and chief state school officers, in conjunction with groups  

from education and business, have proposed new internationally benchmarked standards in 

English Language Arts and Mathematics. Critical thinking, problem solving, innovation, and 

collaboration have become the price of entry for every career, and yet nearly two-thirds of American 

children are performing at the basic level or below in language and mathematics. The job of 

education is to prepare students to succeed in the world, and the Common Core State standards  

are designed to give all American children this opportunity by incorporating best practices from 

high-performing countries.   

Scholastic is uniquely positioned to help schools and districts successfully implement the Common 

Core State Standards. With proven, technology-based literacy programs for students at all levels of 

proficiency and comprehensive professional development, we stand ready to help you implement the 

Common Core State Standards and prepare for new, more rigorous assessments expected in 2014.   

To learn more about how Scholastic can help you implement the  

Common Core Standards, visit us at 

www.scholastic.com/commoncore  
or contact your Scholastic Representative.

An Introduction to the

Common Core State Standards:

Focus:  English/Language Arts

Scholastic East
(800) 221-5312
(800) 879-7512 FAX
Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, 
Virginia, West Virginia

Scholastic Central
(800) 225-4625
(630) 671-0654 FAX
Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, 
Texas, Wisconsin

Scholastic West
(800) 342-5331
(818) 610-7474 FAX
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii,  
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah,  
Washington, Wyoming
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Your state has adopted the 
Common Core State Standards: 

Now What?

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Build knowledge and buy-in around the new standards among your  
leaders and teachers

Assess how your current standards align with the Common Core and  
build a plan to fill any significant gaps

Formulate a plan to get your district ready for the new assessments  
expected in 2014

Map current curriculum and instructional practices against the new  
expectations for college and career readiness and determine how to  
increase rigor in a systematic way

Document the executional steps necessary to ensure that the new standards  
are implemented in a way that is practical, tactical, and classroom tested! 

Transitioning to the Common Core State 
Standards: A Road Map for Planning, 
Professional Development, and Implementation
 
Scholastic Achievement Partners, the professional services arm of Scholastic Education, has 
developed a comprehensive service for leaders and teachers to facilitate a successful transition to the 
Common Core State Standards. Working collaboratively with your leadership team, we can help you:

Scholastic Achievement Partners is a joint venture of Scholastic Education, The International Center for Leadership 
in Education (ICLE), and Math Solutions, the country’s premier provider of math professional development.  
Together, we are able to offer schools and districts best-in-class professional development, coaching, and strategic 
planning that spans literacy, math, and leadership development. 
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B L U E P R I N T 
FOR COMPREHENSIVE LITERACY IMPROVEMENT

Program
Implementation

Professional
Development

Data
Analytics

Technical
Services

Needs assessment, Consulting, and Capacity building

INTENSIVE
INTERVENTION

SYSTEM44

TARGETED INTERVENTION
READ180

CORE CURRICULUM
EXPERT 21

CONTENT AREA
LITERACY 

INFORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

INFORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

While the Common Core State Standards do not specifically address professional development, the implications 
are clear—in order for students to receive a world-class education, they must be surrounded by effective 
teachers and leaders who are working together for a common goal: improved student achievement. Scholastic’s 
Blueprint for Literacy Learning is supported by a foundation that includes effective teaching, strong 
leadership development, and technical resources to actively manage and implement a literacy plan that will raise 
student achievement. These capacity-building, customized resources offer districts and schools in-person and 
online training and support to meet their specific needs. From program implementation training to ongoing 
professional development and literacy improvement initiatives, Scholastic can customize a plan of action that 
includes comprehensive research-based literacy professional development with cross-curricular literacy strategies 
to support the Common Core State Standards. 

The only English Language Arts  
program designed around the  
Common Core State StandardsTM

Unlike other programs that may be retrofitted to meet the standards, Expert 21 is the only new English Language 
Arts program created from the ground up with the foundational research and working drafts of the Common Core 
State Standards.  Designed to ensure all students are college- and career-ready, Expert 21 aligns to the substance and 
spirit of the new standards.

Diverse texts that help students build knowledge, explore possibilities, and broaden perspectives

Staircase of increasing text complexity to prepare all students for college- and career-level reading

Explicit instruction and practice in writing logical arguments, short and in-depth research Projects

Daily opportunities for students to listen, reflect, discuss, collaborate, and communicate 

Vocabulary development through a mix of conversations, direct instruction, reading, and writing

Embedded instruction in 21st Century skills and competencies

•	�Readings are a mix of 60% informational texts and 40% literature selections.
•	���Each workshop features the most diverse collection of genres, including short story, myth, play, magazine article, infographic, 
	 interview, and more.  Web access offers an additional 125,000+ leveled nonfiction articles.  
• Readings provoke critical thinking, discussion, help students read to analyze, synthesize, evaluate information and 
    data, learn about the world they live in, and build understanding of different perspectives, cultures, and global issues.

•	�Qualitative: Levels of meaning, purpose, knowledge, and more will deepen in texts as students progress across workshops and courses.
•	���Quantitative: Expert 21 incorporates the Lexile framework to ensure that complexity in sentence length, word frequency, and more grows each year. 
• Reader and Task: Each workshop features an expert question, anchor video, and internship on a page to motivate students with a purpose for  
    reading and build background and content-area knowledge. 

• �Teacher’s guide and professional development resources provide structured routines for student collaboration in pairs, 
small group, and whole class. 

• Find explicit instruction on critical thinking skills: asking good questions, listening effectively, sharing feedback, reaching consensus, and more.
• Unique “Arc of Inquiry” engages students in real-world issues and provides daily opportunities to think, reflect, respond, and  
    react through conversation and in writing.

• Reading selections incorporate vocabulary instruction and skill development in academic language; author’s purpose; context  
    clues; multiple-meaning words; roots; suffixes; and base words.
• Proficiency of language is built through repeated readings of texts and daily opportunities for written response and academic  
    discussions in small and whole group.

Strategic Intervention: A Proven Bridge 
to the Common Core State Standards

Foundational intervention for students in Grades 3–12 who lack 
fluency and automaticity in phonics and word attack skills.

Comprehensive Intervention for students in Grades 3–12 
whose reading achievement is below the proficient level. 

Each student is matched to appropriate text on three dimensions:
•	�Quantitative: Students read text in their proximal zone of 

development using the Lexile Framework for Reading®.

•	�Quantitative: Concepts and skills are introduced in a sequence 
that builds, one upon the next, and follows a gradual release  
model over time; new Common Core rubrics help teachers  
evaluate the qualitative dimension of each reading.

•	�Reader and Text: Anchor videos provide students with the 
requisite background knowledge; and all key vocabulary and  
concepts are pre-taught.

Each student is matched to appropriate text on three dimensions:
•	�Quantitative: The introduction of text follows a scope and 

sequence designed by Dr. Marilyn Adams that builds foundational 
phonemic awareness and phonics skills; students have access to 
classroom libraries that offer text in their proximal zone of  
development using the Lexile Framework for Reading®.

•	�Quantitative: Concept and skills are introduced in a sequence that 
builds one upon the next and follows a gradual release model over time.

•	�Reader and Text: Anchor videos provide students with the 
requisite background knowledge; and all key vocabulary and  
concepts are pre-taught.

An Intentionally Sequenced Program of Text Complexity

•	�Overall, the program contains 60% nonfiction.  Percent nonfiction by 
component: Topic Software 97%, rBook readings 80%, paperback 
libraries 25%, audiobooks 15%.

•	�Skills for navigating text types and comprehending nonfiction are 
explicitly taught in the READ 180 rBook.

•	�Overall, the program contains 67% nonfiction.  Percent nonfiction 
by component: Topic Software Success Passages 100%, Decodable 
Digest readings 30%, paperback/audiobook libraries 70%.

•	�Skills for navigating text types and comprehending nonfiction are 
explicitly taught in the small group.

An Emphasis on Informational Text and Nonfiction

•	�Each workshop focuses on key reading and writing skills delivered 
through computer and teach-led instruction.

•	�Students are guided through the “articulatory loop”—hear it, see it, 
say it, read it, write it.

•	�Structured engagement routines actively engage students through 
discussion and writing in response to reading.

•	�Adaptive software imbeds direct instruction and practice  in spelling, 
vocabulary, academic language, and fluency. 

•	�Integration of decoding, word analysis, spelling, sight words, 
vocabulary, and reading to systematically aid students at  
constructing meaning.

•	�Students respond to audiobooks and paperbacks orally and in writing.

Comprehensive integration of reading, writing, Listening, speaking, and language development

•	�Topic Software is organized into three interdisciplinary strands of 
People and Cultures, Science and Math, and History and Geography.

•	�Strategies
•	�Teacher-led instruction focuses on 70% nonfiction in science, 

social studies, and life issues. 

•	�Once students have completed skill instruction, they apply their 
newly acquired skills to reading connected “stretch” texts that target 
more complex textbook-like content in science and social studies.

•	�Content-based anchor videos build background and content area 
vocabulary and concepts.

Coordinated approach develops literacy across the content areas

•	�Program content throughout is intensely global, ranging from child 
laborers in Pakistan to teen break dancers on the streets of Seoul.     

•	�Fifty percent of readings focus on diverse people and cultures both 
within and outside of the United States.

•	�Program content throughout is intensely global, ranging from tsunami 
survivors in Southeast Asia to human rights activists in Uganda.     

•	�Fifty percent of readings focus on diverse people and cultures both 
within and outside of the United States.

An Emphasis on Understanding different perspectives and cultures

EXPERT
SPACE

• Direct instruction shows how to use data to make an argument while understanding and evaluating persuasive techniques, and supporting with evidence. 
• Traits of Writing helps students sharpen their ideas, organization, sentence fluency, word choice, voice, use of conventions, and presentation.
• Student models and rubrics help develop the skills and self-monitoring habits of good writers. 
• Expert Projects, real-world, performance-based activities, present research, writing, and presentation opportunities.
• Hundreds of additional project ideas and activities are presented online and in the Expert Files.

• �Seamless use of web-based technology and digital media builds background knowledge, develops research and writing skills, 
extends learning, and strengthens key 21st Century information literacy skills.

• Direct instruction in evaluating sources, email etiquette, creating a podcast, social networking, and more is included.
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