Family
Involvement

The family seems to be the most effective and economical system
for fostering and sustaining the child's development. Without
family involvement, intervention is likely to be unsuccessful, and
what few effects are achieved are likely to disappear once the
intervention is discontinued,

Ling Bronfendrennarn Ransany Family Research Frogecl, 20056

& growing body of research demonstrates that when families

are actively invalved in their children's l2arning, children arrive at
school ready to engage and succead, Students of invalved parents
pet batter gradas, score higher on standardized tests, have betler
attendance racords, drop out less often, and have higher aspiraticns
and mare positive attitudes toward work and hameawork. An
increase in family participation in pre-kindergarten programs, for
axample, has been linked to greater student acadamic mativation
and stronger social and ermotional skills amoang all young children,
regardless of ethnic and sociceconamic background. As parents
and other family members help out in their child's pre-kindergarten
program, they experience firsthand the difference collaboration
makes, Such experience often encourages the family to stay involved
throughout their child™s schodl career, providing crucial support for
school reform and increasing the chances that their children will
succead (Redding et al., 20013,

And the benefits of family invalvement extand to teens as well.
Bogenschneider (20047 studied 8,000 high schaol students in

nina high schools in Wisconsin and California. With only a coupla

of exceptions, when parents were involved in their teen's school,
students reported highar grades in school. What's more, when aither
miathers or fathers were involved, it benefited both boys and girls
across grades, athnicity, and aducation background—and made tha
mast difference for those children who neaded it most.
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