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During Reading (continued)
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3. Read pages 14–19, discussing with students how the illustrations change to show the changes the plant undergoes as it grows seeds. Then ask:
•	 What happens when a fruit or pod is ripe? (It breaks open.) Point to the part of the fruit or pod that is breaking open in the picture on page 14.
•	 Look at page 16. How are these seeds being moved? (They are popping out when the fruit on the flower opens. They are being dropped by a bird that wants to eat the berries.) 
•	 Look at page 17. What kind of seed is being moved here? (coconut) How do coconut seeds move? (float along on bodies of water until they land on shore where they can grow) 
•	 Look at page 18. What do the seeds in this picture have in common? (They are all scattered by wind.)
•	 Look at page 19. How are the seeds here moved? (They are carried by animals, or they have hooks that make them stick to people’s clothes or animals’ fur until they fall off somewhere else.) 

4. Read pages 20–27. Say:
•	 Describe what is happening in the bottom of the picture on pages 20–21. (A boy and a girl are planting seeds in a vegetable garden.) What is shown in the top of this picture? (what flowers and vegetables look like after they grow)
•	 Point to and name the parts of the seed on page 22. What does a seed coat do? (It protects the  plant inside.)
•	 What three things must happen before a seed can grow? (It has to be on or in soil. Rain must soak the seed coat. The sun must warm the ground.)
•	 What happens during germination? (The seed coat breaks open and the seed begins to grow.) Use the text and picture on page 24 to tell why a plant needs a root. (to get water and minerals from the soil for the plant to use as food)
•	 What do you call the part of the plant that leaves grow from? (the shoot) 
•	 Why do plants need leaves? (Leaves use water, minerals, sunlight, and air to make food for the plant.)

5. Read pages 28–31. Say:
•	 Use the picture on pages 28–29 to name seeds, fruits, and pods that people use for food. (Possible answers: lettuce, peas, strawberries, turnips, oranges, pumpkins, corn, carrots, tomatoes, lemons, apples)
•	 What does the project on pages 30–31 help you do? (grow your own bean plant) How do you know when your bean seeds have sprouted? (Roots will grow down and shoots will grow up.) What do you do with the seeds after they sprout? (cover them up to their shoots in a pot full of dirt)

6. Summarize page 32. Ask students to pick facts to restate in their own words. Discuss how each picture makes the fact easier to understand.

After Reading 
25 min

CONNECT TO SCIENCE: From Seed to Plant Pictures
Have pairs work together to use information from From Seed to Plant to illustrate one step that happens either as a plant makes a seed or as a seed grows into a plant. (Assign each pair a different step.) Suggest that students review pages 7–14 to collect information about how plants are pollinated and make seeds. Suggest that students review pages 22–27 if they are illustrating one of the steps of how a seed grows. After all pairs are finished, have students order the pictures and then display them to show the correct order of the steps.

Wrap Up 
5 min

Discuss the information taught in this book. Ask: 
•	 How do the diagrams in this book, like the ones on pages 24–25, make it easier to understand how seeds and plants grow? (Possible answer: They show what is happening inside the plants or seeds or under the ground where you couldn’t see otherwise.)
•	 Why do you think some plants make so many seeds? (Possible answer: to make sure that at least some of the seeds can grow into new plants instead of getting eaten or ending up someplace where they can’t grow)
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offers a variety of informational and fiction titles  
with easy to implement lessons that require  
little to no preparation time. 

LiteRacy fun exPReSS is packed with fun—but in addition to its joyful approach to literacy learning, the program 
is based on solid research and aligned to the Common Core State Standards. Every lesson is informed by current research 
related to five key components: academic vocabulary, comprehension, small-group discussion or “text talk,”  Total Physical 
Response (TPR), and voluminous reading. 

 ➤ easy to implement lesson plans

 ➤ Perfect for small group

 ➤ Aligned to the Common Core State Standards

 ➤ Promotes student inquiry with follow-up hands on activities

 ➤ Thematic bundles such as Health & Wellness, STEM, Animals, Creative Arts, and more!

 ➤ Ideal for after school, summer learning, and expanded day programs

 ➤ Five copies of one thematic paperback book

 ➤ one-hour lesson plan

 ➤ Grade-level specific formative assessment guide  

Item Number: 612457

THE PENGUIN  
AND THE PEA
By Janet Perlman

Before Reading 5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is The Penguin and the Pea. Use the title of the book and 

the picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about.  

(a penguin who has a hard time falling asleep)

2. Have children thumb through the pages. Ask:

•	 Do you think this book is a true story (nonfiction) or imaginary (fiction)? 

(imaginary) How do you know? (from the pictures; Penguins don’t dress and 

act like people.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 

the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the second title page) to make it 

easier to follow the instructions below.

During Reading 20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 

pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 2–5. Have children look at the picture details as you read 

aloud. Ask:

•	 Where and when does this story take place? (long ago in a faraway land)

•	 Which characters do we meet on these pages? (king, queen, prince)

•	 How does the Prince feel? (sad) Why? (He can’t find a princess to marry.)

2. Read pages 6–11. Discuss the illustrations with children.

•	 Look at the picture on page 7. What is the weather like? (windy, stormy)

•	 Who knocked on the castle gate? (a penguin who said she was a princess) 

Describe what she looked like. (wet and muddy; Her clothes were ripped.)

•	 Page 10 says that the old Queen pursed her beak. When you purse your 

lips, you put them together, sometimes in a mean expression. Look at the 

picture. Why does the Queen look like that? (She doesn’t believe the penguin 

is a princess.)

•	 Would you have believed this penguin was a princess if she had knocked on 

your door? Why or why not? (Possible answer: No, because she didn’t look like 

a princess.)

Theme: Animals

LINK TO COMMON CORE  

READING STANDARD FOR 

LITERATURE 7 (Grades K–2):  

Use information gained from 

the illustrations and details 

in a story to describe and 

demonstrate understanding of 

its characters, setting, events, 

or plot.

OBJECTIVE:

Children will use details 

in illustrations and text to 

describe characters, settings, 

and plot in the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:

•	 The Penguin and the Pea

•	 Chart paper  

•	 Marker

VITAL VOCABULARY:

•	 Discouraged

•	 Suspicious

•	 Imposter

•	 Genuine

Grades K–2

Scholastic_LFP_Penguin.indd   1

4/11/12   5:24 PM

Item Number: 612368

Theme:  
STEM

LINK TO COMMON CORE  

READING STANDARD FOR 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 3 

(Grades 3–5):  

Explain the relationships or 

interactions between two 

or more individuals, events, 

ideas, or concepts in a text, 

including what happened 

and why, based on specific 

information in the text.

OBJECTIVE:

Students will identify the 

sequence of events in 

processes of nature.

MATERIALS NEEDED:

•	 From Seed to Plant

•	 Poster board or drawing 

paper

•	 Pencils or pens

•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VOCABuLARy:

•	 Stamen

•	 Stigma

•	 Pistil

•	 Sepal

•	 Ovule

•	 Germination

Grades 3–5

FROM SEED 
TO PLANT
By Gail Gibbons

Before Reading 5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 Why do you think parts of plants grow below ground, while other parts 

grow above ground? (Answers will vary. Possible answer: Plants need sunlight 

above ground, and they need things from below ground in the soil.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 

the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 

follow the instructions below. 

2. Have students look at the title page and preview the pictures. Ask: 

•	 What objects are shown on the title page? (seed packet, daisy plant, shovel 

with dirt)

•	 Use the title and pictures to predict what you will learn about. (how plants 

grow from seeds)

During Reading 25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 

pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 2–5. Point out the labels the illustrator has included to give 

more information about the illustrations. Say:

•	 Look at the pictures on pages 4–5. Identify seeds you recognize. (Possible 

answers: acorn, sunflower seed, corn kernel, pea, dandelion seed)

2. Read pages 6–13. Ask:

•	 What happens first to make a seed grow? (A grain of pollen from the stamen 

lands on the stigma at the top of the same kind of flower the pollen came from.) 

What is this act called? (pollination)

•	 Look at the picture on page 9. What process is shown? (pollination) How is 

this process happening? (Wind blows pollen from one flower to another.)

•	 Look at the pictures on page 11. How is pollination happening? (Pollen on 

the bee’s and the bird’s body is coming off onto the pistil of the flower.)

•	 Look at the text and picture on page 13. How is a pod similar to a fruit? 

(They protect seeds.)
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Each Literacy Fun Express includes:

handS-on LeaRning—Promote additional 
student inquiry and connect to other curricula with 
after-reading activities

Give your students an academic workout  
every time they open a book!

2 3

diScuSSion StaRteRS—
Explore and build background 
knowledge prior to reading

mateRiaLS LiSt

VocabuLaRy LiSt

Reading PRomPtS—
Encourage discussion with 
guided questions

daiLy objectiVeS

LinKS to 
common 
coRe State 
StandaRdS

afteR-Reading 
actiVitieS



Alexander and the Terrible, 
Horrible, No Good, Very 
Bad Day

Realistic 
Fiction

0-545-49352-8  $19.99

Owen Fantasy 0-545-49350-1  $19.99

Stand Tall, Molly 
Lou Melon

Realistic 0-545-49351-X  $19.99

Leo the Late Bloomer Fantasy 0-545-49367-6  $19.99

Lion Dancer: Ernie 
Wan’s Chinese New 
Year

Informational 0-545-49365-X  $19.99

The Best Story Realistic Fiction 0-545-49366-8  $19.99

Duck at the Door Fantasy 0-545-49358-7  $19.99

Emma Kate Fantasy 0-545-49356-0  $19.99

Fox and His Friends Fantasy 0-545-49357-9  $19.99

Big Red Barn Realistic Fiction 0-545-49372-2  $19.99 

Ibis: A True Whale Story Informational 0-545-49371-4  $19.99 

The Penguin and the Pea Fantasy 0-545-49373-0  $19.99 

A House Is a House  
for Me

Informational 0-545-49353-6 $19.99

Panda Kindergarten Informational 0-545-49355-2 $19.99

The Deep Blue Sea Informational 0-545-49354-4 $19.99

Amazing Grace Realistic Fiction 0-545-49368-4  $19.99 

Giraffes Can’t Dance Fantasy 0-545-49369-2  $19.99 

The Boy Who Wouldn’t 
Share

Fantasy 0-545-49370-6  $19.99

Achoo! Good Manners 
for Animals (and  
Children)

Informational 0-545-49359-5  $19.99

My Five Senses Informational 0-545-49360-9  $19.99

This Is the Way We Eat 
Our Food

Informational 0-545-49361-7  $19.99

The Busy Body Book Informational 0-545-49375-7  $19.99 

Germs! Germs! 
Germs!

Informational 0-545-49374-9  $19.99 

We Are Alike, We Are 
Different

Informational 0-545-49376-5  $19.99 

How Much Is a Million? Informational 0-545-49378-1  $19.99 

One Tiny Turtle Informational 0-545-49379-X  $19.99 

When a Line Bends…A 
Shape Begins

Informational 0-545-49377-3  $19.99

   

Are Trees Alive? Informational 0-545-49364-1  $19.99

Penguins, Penguins, 
Everywhere!

Informational 0-545-49363-3  $19.99

What Comes In 2’s,  
3’s, and 4’s?

Informational 0-545-49362-5  $19.99

Grades K-2

LINK TO COMMON CORE   
LITERATURE STANDARD 
(Grades K-2):   
Retell stories, including key  
details, and demonstrate un-
derstanding and determine the 
central message or lesson.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use the text and 
pictures to retell the story and 
the message learned.  

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Stand	Tall,	Molly	Lou	Melon
•						Chart paper
•      Large sheets of  
butcher paper
•      Pencils, crayons, markers
•      String, tape, safety scissors

VITAL VOCABULARy:
• Boa Constrictor
• Exactly
• Fumble
• Glee
• Reveal

STAND TALL,
MOLLy LOU MELON

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

• Use the pictures on the cover to tell what you see.	(Answers	will	vary.)	

• What do you think this book will be about? (Possible	answer:	about	the	funny	
girl	on	the	cover	named	Molly	Lou	Melon)

• Do you think the girl shown on the cover of the book is tall? (no)	Use the 
illustrations, or the pictures on the cover to tell why you think so. (She	is	
almost	the	same	size	as	the	weeds	in	the	grass.)

• What do you think the expression “stand tall” means? (Answers	will	vary.) 
Explain that to “stand tall” means to be proud or brave. 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the  
text and pictures to support their answers to your questions.  

1. Read pages 2–13. Discuss Molly Lou Melon’s grandma and why she is 
important. Ask:

• In this book, Molly Lou listens very carefully to her grandma’s advice.  
Do you think this is a good idea? Tell why or why not. (Answers	will	vary.)	 

• On pages 10–11, the author says that Molly Lou “had a voice that  
sounded like a bullfrog being squeezed by a boa constrictor.”  
What does this description tell you about Molly Lou’s voice? (That	her	voice	
	has	a	deep,	unpleasant	sound.)	

• What did Grandma say to Molly Lou about her unusual voice? (“Sing out 
loud and clear and strong and the world will cry tears of joy.” )  What do you 
think Grandma meant when she said to “sing out loud...?”(Molly	should	be	
proud	of	her	voice	and	not	afraid	to	use	it	in	a	big	way.)	

• Would you feel the same way if your voice sounded like Molly Lou Melon’s?  
Tell why or why not.	(Answers	will	vary.) 

2. Read pages 14–21. Ask:

• Use the pictures on these pages to tell who Molly Lou’s friends are.		
(a	dog,	a	turtle,	a	cat,	a	parrot,	a	fish,	some	pond	animals,	and	a	girl)

By Patty Lovell

During Reading
20 min

Before Reading
5 min

Item Number: 612326

Theme: 
Feelings

Item Number: 612464

The BesT sTory
By Eileen Spinelli

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have children look at the covers of the book and read the title aloud. say:

•	 The title of this book is The Best Story. Use the title of the book and the 
pictures on the covers to tell or predict what this book will be about. 
(Possible answer: a girl trying to write the best story)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. have children look at the title page. Ask:

•	 What is shown on this page? (a cat with a notebook, a pencil, and a feather) 
How might these things be important to the story? (Possible answer: The girl 
will use the pencil to write her story in the notebook. She might include the cat 
in her story.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. read pages 3–7. Ask:

•	 Why is the girl planning to write a story? (She wants to win a prize in a contest. 
She wants to ride the roller coaster with her favorite author.) 

•	 How does the girl get ready to write her story? (She goes in her room by 
herself. She sharpens pencils and opens a new page in her notebook. She thinks 
about what to write.) 

•	 What does the girl’s brother Tim say all of the best stories have? (action) 

•	 Look at the pictures on pages 6–7. Are the shark, the tornado, the runaway 
bus, and the pirate real? (no) What is the only part of this picture that is really 
happening? (the girl writing the story) Why did the illustrator draw the other 
things? (to show what the girl is imagining as she writes her action story) What 
are some other things you might read about in an action story? (Possible 
answers: chases, explosions, an earthquake)

2. read pages 8–19. have children pay attention to the picture details and 
think about what is really happening and what the girl is imagining. say:

•	 Look at the pictures on pages 8–9. What does the girl’s dad say all of the 
best stories have? (humor) What does a story that is full of humor make you 
do? (laugh) How does the girl change her story to have humor? (She turns 
the scary things from her action story into funny things like a monkey and a 
turnip. She changes the pirate’s clothes into polka-dotted pajamas.)

Grades K–2

Theme:  
My Family and Me

LINK To CoMMoN Core  
reADING sTANDArD For 
LITerATUre 7 (Grades K–2):  
Use information gained from 
the illustrations and details 
in a story to describe and 
demonstrate understanding of 
its characters, setting, events, 
or plot.

oBJeCTIVe:
Children will examine and 
interpret details in the 
illustrations of a story to better 
understand the plot of the 
story.

MATerIALs NeeDeD:
•	 The Best Story
•	 Paper
•	 Pencils
•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VoCABULAry:
•	 Action
•	 Humor
•	 Romantic
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Grades K-2

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 1 (Grades K-2):   
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse  
partners about grade-  
appropriate topics and texts  
with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use creative 
thinking and listening to respond 
to  the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Fox	and	His	Friends
•	 Large white drawing paper 
•	 Markers, crayons 
•	
VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Serious 
•	 Trouble
•	 High board
•	 Traffic

FOX AND HIS 
FRIENDS

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 Who is pictured on the cover? (The	cover	shows	a	fox,	a	pig,	and	an	alligator.)

•	  Do they look like they are having fun? Tell why you thing so.  
(Possible	answer:	Yes,	because	the	three	animals	are	on	a	swing.)

2. Have children look at the picture on the Title Page. Ask:

•	 Who is in this picture? (the	same	fox,	pig,	and	alligator	that’s	on	the	cover)	
What are they doing? (The	fox	is	hanging	upside	down;	the	pig		and	alligator	
are	looking	at	each	other.)

Note: There are three stories about Fox in Fox and His Friends. Although 
there are questions about each story on this Teaching Card, you may wish 
to take time and read and discuss each story on three different days.  

 
After reading the pages in section, direct children to use the text and 
illustrations to support their answers to your questions. 

  1. Read the title of the first story: “Fox in Trouble.” Then read pages 4–5. Ask:

•	 Where	does	Fox	want	to	go?	(out	to	play	with	his	friends) Why can’t he go? 
(He	must	take	care	of	his	little	sister.)

•	 What	kind	of	look	do	you	think	Mom	gave	Fox?	Show	me	that	look.

 2. Read pages 6–11. Then ask:

•	 Which	friend	does	Fox	visit	first?	(Dexter) Why can’t Dexter play?  
(He	has	to	help	at	home.)

•	 Which	friend	does	Fox	visit	next?	(Betty) Why can’t she play?  
(She	has	chicken	pox.)

•	 Where	does	Fox	go	after	that?	(to	the	park)

 3. Read pages 12–24 to find out why Fox thinks he’s in trouble.

•	 What	does	Louise	do?	(She	hides	from	Fox	by	climbing	a	telephone	pole.) 
How	does	Fox	feel	about	losing	Louise?	(He	is	worried.)

•	 How	does	Fox	get	Louise	down?	(He	climbs	up	to	get	her.)	What	is	Fox	
worried	about	after	that?	(He	thinks	Louise	might	tell	Mom.) 

•	 And	does	she?	(no)

By Edward Marshall

During Reading
20 min

Before Reading
5 min

Item Number: 612473  

Theme: 
Being a Friend

Item Number: 612457

THE PENGUIN  
AND THE PEA
By Janet Perlman

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is The Penguin and the Pea. Use the title of the book and 
the picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about.  
(a penguin who has a hard time falling asleep)

2. Have children thumb through the pages. Ask:

•	 Do you think this book is a true story (nonfiction) or imaginary (fiction)? 
(imaginary) How do you know? (from the pictures; Penguins don’t dress and 
act like people.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the second title page) to make it 
easier to follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 2–5. Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Ask:

•	 Where and when does this story take place? (long ago in a faraway land)

•	 Which characters do we meet on these pages? (king, queen, prince)

•	 How does the Prince feel? (sad) Why? (He can’t find a princess to marry.)

2. Read pages 6–11. Discuss the illustrations with children.

•	 Look at the picture on page 7. What is the weather like? (windy, stormy)

•	 Who knocked on the castle gate? (a penguin who said she was a princess) 
Describe what she looked like. (wet and muddy; Her clothes were ripped.)

•	 Page 10 says that the old Queen pursed her beak. When you purse your 
lips, you put them together, sometimes in a mean expression. Look at the 
picture. Why does the Queen look like that? (She doesn’t believe the penguin 
is a princess.)

•	 Would you have believed this penguin was a princess if she had knocked on 
your door? Why or why not? (Possible answer: No, because she didn’t look like 
a princess.)

Theme: Animals

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 7 (Grades K–2):  
Use information gained from 
the illustrations and details 
in a story to describe and 
demonstrate understanding of 
its characters, setting, events, 
or plot.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use details 
in illustrations and text to 
describe characters, settings, 
and plot in the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Penguin and the Pea
•	 Chart paper  
•	 Marker

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Discouraged
•	 Suspicious
•	 Imposter
•	 Genuine

Grades K–2
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1. Have children look at the cover of the book. Read the title aloud. Point out 
that the punctuation mark after the 2, 3, and 4 is called an apostrophe.  Ask:

•	 What pictures do you see? (Answers will vary.)

•	 Why do you think these pictures are on the cover? (They have something to 
do with things that come in things that come in 2,’s, 3’s, and 4’s.)

2. Explain: As we read this book, we’ll have fun finding out about things 
that come in 2’s, 3’s, and 4’s. And after I read the book, you’ll use what you 
remember to write or draw about things that come in 2’s, 3’s, and 4’s.

Note: There are no page numbers in this book. To make locating pages 
easier, you may want to pencil in page numbers, starting with page 4 on 
the page titled, “WHAT COMES IN 2’s?”.  

1. Make a Number Tracker. Show children how to fold a sheet of paper in thirds 
to make three columns. Say: 

•	 Now you are going to label your columns. Write 2’s above the first column. 
Write 3’s above the second column. Write 4’s above the last column. As 
you listen to me read the story, think about what you’re going to write and 
draw in each column.      

 

 2’s  3’s  4’s

2. Read the heading on page 4. Ask: 

•	 Look at the heading, “WHAT COMES IN 2’s?”.  What will this part of the book  
tell us? (what comes in 2’s)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
INFORMATIONAL STANDARD 6 
(Grades K-2):   
Distinguish between information 
provided by pictures or words in 
the text. Identify the main purpose 
of the text, including what the 
author wants to answer, explain, or  
describe.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use headings and 
illustrations in the text to identify 
and chart items that come in 2’s 
and 3’s.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 What Comes in 2’s, 3’s, & 4’s?
•	 Chart paper  

markers or crayons
•	 Sponges cut into circles, 

triangles, squares, ovals, and 
hexagons

•	 White drawing paper
•	 Paintbrushes
•	 Brightly colored paints  
•	 Bowls or pans for paint

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Panes
•	 Traffic signals
•	 Tricycle

WHAT COMES IN 
2’S, 3’S & 4’S?      
By Suzanne Aker

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612468

Grades K-2

Theme: 
STEM

Before Reading
5 min

Item Number: 612476

THE DEEP  
BLUE SEA
By Audrey Wood

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is The Deep Blue Sea: A Book of Colors. Use the title of 
the book and the picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will 
be about. (It will be about all of the different colors of things and animals in  
the sea.)

•	 Say: Let’s count the fish. How many fish do you see? (nine) What do you 
notice about the fish? (Possible answers: The fish are all different colors. The 
fish are jumping out of the water.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the main title page) to make it 
easier to follow the instructions below. 

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 4–5.

•	 Point to the word blue. Say: This is the word blue. What do you notice about 
it? (The letters of the word are blue.) As I read aloud the book, look for other 
color words from our list.  

•	 Say: Look at the picture on these pages. What words would you use to 
describe this place? (Possible answers: blue, calm, peaceful, quiet, daytime)

2. Read pages 6–11. Ask: 

•	 What color is the rock? (red) Where is it? (in the middle of the deep blue sea) 

•	 What is on top of the rock? (a tree) What color is the tree? (green) 

•	 Say: Each time we turn the page, something new is added to the picture. 
What do you think will be added after the tree? (Possible answer: a coconut) 
Why do you think this? Look for clues in the picture. (I see something growing 
out of the tree.)

•	 What is getting closer and closer to the tree? (the white cloud)

•	 What do you think will be added after the nut? (Answers will vary. Possible 
answer: a bird) Why do you think this? Look for clues in the picture. (A bird is 
flying toward the tree.)

Theme:  
True Stories

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 2 (Grades K–2):  
Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text 
read aloud or information 
presented orally.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use information 
in the text and pictures to 
discuss key details in the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Deep Blue Sea
•	 Chart paper 
•	 Paper plates 
•	 Markers or crayons
•	 Modeling dough  

(assorted colors) 
•	 Construction paper
•	 Scissors

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Sea
•	 Middle

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612460  

THE BOY WHO 
WOULDN’T SHARE
By Mike Reiss

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is The Boy Who Wouldn’t Share. What do the title of the 
book and the picture on the cover tell you about the main character of this 
story? (The boy does not want to share his toys. He is standing in front of his 
toys with his arms and legs crossed so no one else can reach them.) 

•	 As we read, let’s pay attention to see if the boy learns to share or not. Look 
for clues in the text and pictures that can help you understand why he 
might change his mind.

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

2. Have children look at the picture on page 1. Say:

•	 Explain what this picture tells you about Edward, the main character. 
(Possible answer: Edward locks up his toys so no one else can touch them.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 4–7. Say:

•	 Use the text and pictures to describe the kind of boy that Edward is. (He is 
selfish because he has many toys, but he won’t share any with his little sister.) 

•	 What are the pairs of rhyming words from these pages? (boy/toy; Claire/
share) This story is written as a poem, with words that rhyme at the ends of 
lines and a rhythmic pattern to the sentences. Clap to the beat of the words 
as I reread these pages.

2. As you read pages 8–19, point to and read with emphasis each word that is 
written in all capitalized letters. Say:

•	 Use the text and pictures to describe some of the things that Edward does 
when his sister tries to play with one of his toys. (Possible answers: He tells her 
the toy is his. He says she can’t touch the toy and she’ll make it stinky. He takes 
each toy away from his sister and holds all of them in his arms.) 

•	 What does it tell you about Edward that he won’t let his sister play with the 
doll? (He is so selfish that he won’t even share the toys that he doesn’t like.)

Theme: 
It Happened to Me

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 4 (Grades K–2):  
Describe people, places, 
things, and events, or 
recount an experience, using 
descriptive and relevant 
details, and expressing ideas 
and feelings clearly.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will describe 
characters and use the 
characters’ actions to explain 
how they change over the 
course of a story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Boy Who Wouldn’t 

Share

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Share
•	 Fair
•	 Greedy

Grades K–2
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LINK TO COMMON CORE  
INFORMATIONAL STANDARD 1 
(Grades K-2):  
Know and use various text 
features to locate key facts or 
information in a text.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text features 
such as a table of contents, 
chapter headings, and maps 
to gain information about 
eating tools, and use a graphic 
organizer to chart information.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 This	Is	the	Way	We	Eat	Our	

Food
•	 Chart paper
•	 12” x 18” colored 

construction paper 
•	 Glue
•	 Crayons and Markers 

•	Glitter		
•	 Safety Scissors 

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 chopsticks
•	 Mango
•	 Pita

ThIS IS ThE WAy 
WE EAT OuR 
FOOD   
By Laine Falk

Item Number: 612469  

Grades K-2

Theme: 
health and Wellness 1. Invite children to look at the cover of the book. While tracking the print, 

read the title and author aloud. Say: This Is the Way We Eat Our Food by  
Laine Falk. Ask: 

•	 What does the title and photograph tell you about the book?(The	book		
is	probably	about	different	ways	people	eat	food.)	 

•	 What is the boy using to eat his food? (chopsticks)	 

2. Create a chart like the one below. Say: 

•	 As we read, we’ll record the tool, or what people use to eat their food,  
and the kind of food they are eating with that tool. We can also add other 
information we know from our experiences. 

how Do you Eat your Food?

Tool Foods Eaten With a Tool

 

1. Read aloud the title, “how Do you Eat your Food?” and then read the text  
on page 4. Ask:

•	 What is the boy in the photo using to eat pizza? (his	hands) 

•	 What other foods do you eat with your hands? (Answers	will	vary.) 

•	 Does everyone eat pizza with their hands? (No,	some	people	use	a	fork		
and	a	knife.)	

•	 Why wouldn’t you use a spoon to eat pizza? (It’s	not	soft	or	a	liquid.)

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
INFORMATIONAL STANDARD 1 
(Grades K-2):  
Know and use various text 
features to locate key facts or 
information in a text.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text features 
such as photos and captions to 
gain information.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 We	Are	Alike,	We	Are	Different
•	 Magazines
•	 Scissors
•	 Tape or glue
•	 Construction paper
•	 Markers and crayons

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 People
•	 Skin
•	 Chopsticks
•	 Tuba

 WE ARE ALIKE, 
 WE ARE DIFFERENT    

1. Invite children to look at the cover of the book. Read the title and author’s 
name aloud, We Are Alike, We Are Different by Janice Behrens. Invite the 
children to look at the cover illustration. Ask: 
•	 What do you see on the cover photo of the book? (a	group	of	children	

smiling)  Have children use the photo and title to predict what this book 
will be about. 

1. Read aloud the title of the first spread: “We Are All People.” Then read 
pages 4–5. Ask: 

•	 How are the people in the pictures alike? (Answers	will	vary,	but	children		
may	say	they	are	all	children;	all	wearing	white	shirts.)

•	 How are the people different? (Answers	will	vary,	but	children	may	mention	
that	some	are	boys	and	some	are	girls,	they	are	different	ages,	they	have	
different	hair	colors.)

2. Read pages 6–7. Ask:  

•	 How are the children’s clothes alike on page 7? (They’re	all	wearing	hats.)

•	 How are they different? (They	are	each	a	differents	kind	of	hat	and	worn	for	
different	reasons.)	

3. Read pages 8–11. 

•	 Brainstorm with children and record on chart paper sensory words that tell 
about skin, such as soft,	warm,	smooth,	dark,	light,	oily,	dry.

•	 Have children describe the types of hair pictured on page 11. (thick,	thin,	
straight,	blonde,	red,	brown,	curly,	long,	short,	spiked,	braided)

4. Read the title on page 12: “Food and Fun.” Then read pages 12–15. Ask:  

•	 What different foods do you see on page 13? (hamburger,	noodles,	
vegetables,	fruit)

•	 What are the children doing on page 15? (playing	video	games,	clapping	
hands,	playing	guitar,	playing	tug-of-war,	jumping	rope,	playing	baseball)	

By Janice Behrens

10 min

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612454

Grades K-2

Theme: 
Health and Wellness

Before Reading

Grades K-2

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD 7 FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT  
(Grades K-2):   
With prompting and support, 
use the illustrations and details 
in a text to describe its key ideas 
and explain how specific images 
contribute to and clarify a text.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text features, 
such as visuals, to gain 
information about shapes.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 When	a	Line	Bends...A		

Shape	Begins
•	 Sidewalk chalk or masking 

tape

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Swerve
•	 Hopscotch
•	 Crescent
•	 Octagon

WhEN A LINE 
BENDS. . .
A ShApE BEGINS

1. have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of the book is When	a	Line	Bends...	A	Shape	Begins. It looks like this 
man is bending a line. What shape is he making? (He’s	making	a	circle.)	

•	 Now let’s	look on the back cover. Do you see more circles? What other 
shapes do you see? (Possible	answers:	triangle,	circle,	star,	rectangle,	heart)

•	 What do you think this book will be about? (Shapes) 

 
Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.  

1. Read pages 3-6. As you read the text, have children point out each 
corresponding illustration. Ask:

•	 What else might be a line? (Answers	will	vary.	Possible	answers	include:	a	line	
of	children	in	the	hall,	the	letter	I or	the	number	1,	a	baton	or	a	ribbon)	

•	 What will happen if you bend those things? (They	become	a	different	
shape.)

 2. Read pages 8–11 to compare and contrast a square and a rectangle.

•	 How	many	sides	does	a	square	have?	(4	)	A	rectangle?	(4	)

•	 How	is	a	square	different	from	a	rectangle?	(It	has	4	sides	that	are	all	the	
same	length;	a	rectangle	has	2	long	sides	and	2	short	sides.)

•	 What	has	the	shape	of	a	rectangle?	(letter	from	the	postman;	book;	
window;	wagon;	sign)

By Rhonda Gowler Greene

During Reading
20 min

Before Reading
5 min

Item Number: 612452 

Theme: 
STEM

Item Number: 612479

owen
By Kevin Henkes

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Owen. Owen is a name. Use the title of the book and 
the picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about. (a 
mouse named Owen) Ask: 

•	 Do you think this story is real (nonfiction) or imaginary (fiction)? (imaginary) 
How do you know? (from the picture; mice don’t wear clothes)

note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2.  Have children look at the title page. Ask:

•	 Use the picture to tell why Owen is smiling. (He likes having his blanket 
wrapped around him.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 3–5. Have children look at the pictures as you read aloud. 

•	 How does Owen feel about his blanket? (He loves it.) How can you tell? (He 
takes it everywhere he goes.) 

•	 Where is Owen in each picture on page 4? Listen as I slowly reread the last 
two lines on the page. Point to the picture each word tells about. 

2. Read pages 6–12. Discuss the illustrations with children.

•	 Who is Mrs. Tweezers? (a neighbor) Why was she concerned that Owen still 
carried around his blanket? (She thought he was too old for that.)

•	 The story said that Mrs. Tweezers filled Owen’s parents in. What do you think 
that means? (She told his parents her plan.)

•	 Look at the picture on page 7. Use the picture to tell how Owen felt about 
the plan. (Owen’s eyes are very big. He didn’t like the plan; he was scared.)

•	 Look at the illustrations on page 8. How do they show what is happening in 
the text? (The top picture shows Owen stuffing Fuzzy inside his pajama pants 
and the bottom picture shows him sleeping.)

•	 Look at the pictures on page 12. Use the pictures to tell why Owen took 
Fuzzy with him when he got his haircut and went to the dentist. (Possible 
answers: Owen’s face looks sad and scared. He doesn’t like getting his hair cut or 
going to the dentist. His blanket makes him feel safe and gives him comfort.)

Theme:  
Feelings

LInK To CoMMon CoRe  
ReADInG STAnDARD FoR 
LITeRATURe 7 (Grades K–2):  
Use information gained from 
the illustrations and details 
in a story to describe and 
demonstrate understanding of 
its characters, setting, events, 
or plot.

oBJeCTIVe:
Children will describe 
illustrations and match 
pictures with text.

MATeRIALS neeDeD:
•	 Owen
•	 Heavy drawing paper 
•	 Crayons or markers
•	 Scissors
•	 Envelopes

VITAL VoCABULARY:
•	 Favorite
•	 Essential

Grades K–2
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LINK TO COMMON CORE 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD  4 (Grades K-2):  
Describe people, places, things, 
and events with relevant details, 
expressing ideas and feelings 
clearly.  Use appropriate facts 
and relevant details, speaking 
audibly in coherant sentences.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will learn about Chinese 
culture and will compare 
traditions in the book to their 
own family traditions.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Lion	Dancer:	Ernie	Wan’s		

Chinese	New	Year
•	 Colored construction  

 paper
•	 Glue/glue sticks
•	 Child-safe scissors
•	 Drawing materials
•	 Paper and fabric scraps

VOCABULARY REVIEW:
•	 Blessings
•	 Cycle
•	 Influence

LION DANCER
ErniE Wan’s ChinEsE nEW YEar

  
1. Have children look at the cover of the book. Read the title aloud.   

Then say: 

•	 Use the title, Lion Dancer: Ernie Wan’s Chinese New Year, and the picture 
on the cover to tell or predict what you think this book is about. (Answers	
may	vary	but	children	should	predict	that	the	book	is	about	a	boy	named	
Ernie	who	celebrates	Chinese	New	Year.)	

•	 Explain that like the New Year celebrated in the United States, the Chinese 
New Year also happens once a year. But Chinese New Year happens 
sometime in late January or early February. 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

 After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
the pictures in the book to support their answers to your questions.  

1. Read pages 1-5. Ask:

•	 Where do Ernie and his family live? (in	an	apartment	in	Chinatown)

•	 What does Ernie see on his way home from school. (The	photographs	show	
a	greenmarket,	restaurant	window,	fish	seller,	and	an	ice	carver.)	

•	 How do the streets of Chinatown look different from streets where you 
live? How do they look the same? (Answers	will	vary.)

•	 What do Ernie and Jenny do on Saturdays? (They	go	to	a	special	Chinese	
school.)	Does the Chinese language look like English?	(no)	How does it look 
different?	(Answers	will	vary.)

2. Read pages 6-13. Point out the lion head that Ernie practices with and 
explain that one dancer holds the head and one dancer holds the body as 
they dance. Then ask:

•	 What does Ernie mean when he says,  “It is very hard for me to sit   
still.” (The	next	two	sentences	say	that	Chinese	New	Year	is	starting	and		
he’s	dancing	in	the	street.	It	seems	that	Ernie	is	excited	and	that’s	why	he	can’t		
sit	still.)

•	 What kind of dance are Ernie and Jenny practicing?		(the	Lion	Dance)	What 
does the Lion Dance do? (It	scares	away	evil	spirits	and	brings	good	luck.)

By Kate Waters and Madeline Slovenz-Low

Item Number: 612465

Grades K-2

Theme: 
My Family and Me

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and point to the elephant. 
Read the title aloud.  Ask:
•	 Do you think the girl or the elephant is named Emma Kate? Tell why you 

think so. (Answers will vary.)  Explain that as children read, they will find out 
who Emma Kate is. 

2. Have children look at the back cover of the book.  Say: 
•	 The elephant and the girl look like they are having fun. What else do  

you think they might do together in the book? (Answers will vary.)  
Explain that children will learn more about what the two friends do  
as they read the book.

•	 Use the pictures to tell how we know this is a fiction (imaginary) story 
and not a true (nonfiction) story.  (Answers will vary, but possible answers 
may include that in real life we wouldn’t see a girl hugging an elephant or an 
elephant pushing a girl on a swing. Explain that as we read, we’ll find out 
more things about the elephant and the little girl.

Note: There are no page numbers in this book. To make locating pages easier, 
you may want to pencil in page numbers starting with 1 on the Title Page.  

1. Draw a very large outline of an elephant on chart paper. Say:  

•	 The elephant in this book is a very special elephant. As we read, let’s  
keep track of the things that the elephant does. We’ll write those things  
on this chart.  

2. Read pages 2-11. Ask: 

•	 The elephant and the girl are best friends. They do just about everything 
together. How does the elephant help the girl in the picture on page 4? 
(by fixing her hair)

•	 How do the elephant and the girl get to school?  (They walk together.) 

•	 In the picture on pages 6-7,  a girl whispers to a boy in the class. How are 
the girl and the elephant like these other students in the class? (The girl 
whispers to the elephant like the other girl whispers to the boy.)

•	 Look at the pictures on pages 8-11. What else do the elephant and the girl 
do in school?  (They play at recess. The elephant pushes the girl on the swings. 
They eat lunch together. 

EMMA KATE
By Patricia Polacco     

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612475

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
LITERATURE STANDARD 3 
(Grades K-2):   
Describe characters, settings,  
and majors events in a story,  
using key details as well as 
describing how characters  
respond to major events.    

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use information 
about about a story character 
and knowledge of other texts to 
evaluate character and genre.   

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Emma Kate
•	 Chart paper 
•	 Grapes 
•	 Four large bowls or 

containers
•	 Two spoons
 
VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Panes
•	 Homework
•	 Tonsils
•	 Gallon
•	 Imagination

Grades K-2

Theme: 
Being a Friend

Before Reading
5 min

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS  
STANDARD (Grades K-2):  
Read with sufficient accuracy 
and fluency to support 
comprehension.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will understand the 
vulnerability of wild animals and 
our role in protecting them.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Ibis:	A	True	Whale	Story
•	 String
•	 Markers
•	 Masking tape
•	 Several 80-foot long 

measuring tapes or yard 
sticks

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Pod
•	 Curious
•	 Journey

IBIS:  
A True WhAle STory

 
1. Invite the children to examine the cover of the book; read the title aloud.  

(Ibis is pronounced Eye-biss.) What does the title tell us about this story? (It	tells	
us	that	it’s	a	true	story,	or	nonfiction.) What kind of whale is Ibis and how do we 
know? (Help	children	understand	that	she’s	a	humpback	whale	with	a	noticeable	
bump	on	her	back).

2. Read the back cover aloud. Have children predict what might happen in 
the story and write down their predictions. 

1. Read pages 3–17. Ask: 

•	 What do Ibis and Blizzard think about the boat? (Ibis	and	Blizzard	are	afraid	
of	the	boat.)	What do the whales do the first time they see the boat? (They	
swim	back	to	their	mothers.) How do we know whether Ibis is more scared 
or curious about the boat? (She	is	more	curious.	The	second	time,	she	swims	
up	to	the	surface	to	see	it	even	though	she	is	scared.)	

•	 Study the pictures on pages 9 and 10. Ask: What do we know about the 
people? (They	like	the	whales.	They	are	smiling	and	watching	them	with	
cameras	and	binoculars.)	How can you tell that the whales are not scared of 
the people? (They	are	very	close	to	the	boats.)

2. Read pages 11–17. For these pages, ask children to think about a time 
when they were hurt. How did they act? Does Ibis act the same way? Ask: 

•	 How does being curious get Ibis in trouble? (She	swims	up	to	a	fishing	boat	
and	gets	caught	in	the	net.) Why do you think it is bad that the net is caught 
in her mouth and wrapped around her tail? (She	can’t	open	her	mouth	to	eat	
or	move	her	tail	to	swim	fast.)

3. Invite children to predict what will happen next in the story.

•	 Tell them they will check their predictions when you read the second half 
of the story. 

4. Read pages 18–31.  Ask:

•	 How is the net hurting Ibis? (It	is	making	it	hard	for	her	to	eat	and	swim.)	
Why does Ibis have to keep swimming to the surface? (She	needs	to	breathe	
air	every	30	minutes	or	she	will	die.)	Ibis is very weak. What might happen if 
she can’t get stronger? (She	will	not	be	able	to	journey	south	with	her	pod.) 
What do you think will happen to Ibis if she can’t go south? (She	will	die	
when	the	water	gets	too	cold.)

By John Himmelman

Item Number: 612459

Grades K-2

Theme: 
Animals

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
WRITING STANDARD 7  
(Grades K-2):   
 Participate in shared research 
and writing projects
 

OBJECTIVE:
Children will recognize the 
author’s purpose to inform and 
entertain.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Penguins,	Penguins,	

Everywhere!
•	 Chart paper   
•	 Pencils & markers
•	 Black & white plus colored 

construction paper  
•	 Glue & scissors

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Penguin
•	 Huddle
•	 Waddle
•	 Fragile

PENGuINS, 
PENGuINS, 
EVERyWhERE!     

1. Show children the cover of the book and read aloud the title and author, 
“Penguins, Penguins, Everywhere! by Bob Barner”.  Ask:

•	 What does the illustration on the cover show? (black	and	white	penguins	
with	red	beaks;	two	penguins	standing	on	a	block	of	ice;	one	diving	into	water;	
one	with	a	fish	in	its	mouth)	

•	 Do you think this story is about imaginary	penguins (fiction)?	Or do you do 
you think this book will give you facts	(nonfiction; tells true things about 
real penguins)?  Tell why you think so. (Answers	will	very	but	children	should	
use	the	title	and	illustrations	to	explain	their	reasons.)	

•	 Explain that this story gives facts or tells true things about penguins. 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

 

1. Read pages 2–5. Ask: 

•	 Where do penguins live? (in	both	icy	places	and	hot	places)	

•	 What do you notice about the words “heat” and “treats”? (they	rhyme)	

•	 Do you think the rest of the book will rhyme? Tell why or why not.  

2. Read pages 6-21, stopping to talk about the illustrations and the actions 
described in the text.  Ask:

•	 What are the rhyming words in the story? (share,	care;	sun,	fun;	sea,	be;		
play,	day)

•	 Name two things you learned about penguins in this part of the book? 
(Answers	will	vary,	but	children	should	use	illustrations	or	text	to	support		
their	responses.)		

3. Read pages 22-23. First read the heading, “Penguin Puzzler”.  Help children 
to notice all the different kinds of animals on these pages. Then read the labels 
and captions for each of the animals shown. Work though each  
section’s question inviting children to answer the questions using the  
text on the page. Ask:

•	 Who eats penguins? (lizards,	sharks,	octopuses,	and	so	on)

•	 What do penguins eat?	(krill,	squid,	fish)

By Bob Barner

Item Number: 612467

Grades K-2

Theme: STEM

Before Reading 5 min

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612474

PANDA 
KINDERGARTEN
By Joanne Ryder

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the front and back covers. Read the title, author’s 
name, the photo credit, and back cover aloud. Ask: 

•	 What do you think a book called Panda Kindergarten will be about? (Possible 
answers: a group of young pandas who learn new things)

•	 How are the pictures on the front and back covers alike? (They all show 
pandas.) How are the pictures different? (The front cover shows one picture  
of a mother and baby panda. The back cover shows three pictures of baby 
pandas playing.)

•	 Do you this is a true story (nonfiction) or an imaginary story (fiction)? How 
do you know? (Possible answer: The cover shows real pandas and says “Photos 
by,” so the story is probably about real pandas.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

During Reading 
20 min

After reading aloud the pages in each section, direct children to use 
the pictures along with what you read to support their answers to your 
questions. 

1. Read aloud pages 3–4. Have children listen as you read aloud. Tell them to 
look closely at the pictures of pandas. Ask:

•	 How many pandas does the author tell us there are? (16) Let’s count them. 
(Have children count chorally with you.) Say: This is one reason why the 
author says the group of pandas is a kindergarten class.

•	 What does the Wolong Nature Reserve do? (take care of the pandas) 

2. Display page 4 and point to the straw under the baby panda. Ask: What is 
the straw for? (a bed for the baby panda)

3. Read aloud pages 7–10. Say: 

•	 Tell how the mother panda takes care of the baby panda. (Possible answers: 
She hugs the baby close. She lets it rest on her. She gives the baby milk.)

•	 What happens when a mother has twins? (She has two babies at one time.) 
How many babies can a mother panda take care of? (one) Who takes care of 
the other baby? (workers where the pandas live) What is something that the 
workers do for the babies? (feed them with a bottle)

Theme:  
True Stories

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 1 (Grades K–2):  
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with  
diverse partners about  
grade-appropriate topics and 
texts with peers and adults in 
small and larger groups.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text and 
illustrations to learn and 
discuss facts about pandas.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Panda Kindergarten
•	 Markers or crayons (extra 

black markers)
•	 Art paper
•	 Hole punch
•	 Metal brads or yarn

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Panda
•	 Cub
•	 Protected
•	 Twin
•	 Nursery

Grades K–2
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Grades K-2

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 1 (Grades K-2):   
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse  
partners about grade-  
appropriate topics and texts  
with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use creative 
thinking, listening, and 
expression to respond to  
the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Giraffes	Can’t	Dance
•	 World map or globe
•	 Paper bags (lunch size)
•	 Yarn, buttons, and other craft 

materials
•	 Construction paper 
•	 Markers, crayons, glue sticks
•	 Scissors

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Prance
•	 Clumsy
•	 Rooted

GIRAffES CAN’T 
DANCE 

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Giraffes	Can’t	Dance. Now use the title of the book 
and the picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about. 
(a	giraffe	that	cannot	dance)

•	 Ask: Do you think this story is real (nonfiction)	or make-believe (fiction)? 
How do you know? (from	the	illustrations	and	the	title)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Have children look at the title page. Ask:

•	 What kind of animals are shown on this page? (warthogs)	Why do you think 
they are dancing? (Answers	will	vary.)

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.  

1. Read pages 4–7.  Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud.  Ask:  
•		 What	happened	to	Gerald	when	he	tried	to	run	around?	(His	knees	buckled.) 
•	 Look	at	the	picture.	What	is	another	word	for	buckle? (bend)	What caused  
	 Gerald’s	knees	to	buckle?	(His	knees	were	crooked	and	his	legs	were	very	thin.

2. Read pages 8–13. Discuss the illustrations with children. Ask:

•	 What happens at the jungle dance? (Every	animal	turns	up	to	skip	and	dance:	
warthogs,	birds,	snakes,	frogs,	meerkats,	and buffaloes.)

•	 Look	at	the	illustrations.	How	many	kinds	of	animals	can	you	name?	
(Possible	answers	are:	zebras,	hippos,	elephants,	lions,	tigers,	and	monkeys.)

•	 How do the illustrations let you know that this is a make-believe story? 
(Possible	answer:	They	show	animals	doing	things	that	people	do.)

•	 Why	was	Gerald	sad?	(He	wasn’t	a	good	dancer.)

•	 Can you name some pairs of rhyming words from these pages? (Possible	
answers:	dance,	prance,	sad,	bad.)

By Giles Andreae

During Reading
20 min

Before Reading
5 min

Item Number: 612461  

Theme: 
It Happened to Me

Item Number: 612470

Grades K–2

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 2  
(Grades K–2):  
With prompting and support, 
identify the main topic and 
retell key details of grade-
appropriate texts.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will identify the main 
topic and important details 
from a nonfiction text.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 My Five Senses
•	 Chart paper
•	 Markers
•	 Objects that can be seen, 

heard, smelled, tasted, 
and touched

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 See
•	 Hear
•	 Smell
•	 Taste
•	 Touch
•	 Aware

My FIVE SENSES
By Aliki

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is My Five Senses. Now use the picture and the arrows 
on the cover of the book to tell or predict what the five senses are that we 
will read about. (seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, touching)

2. Have children look at the five pictures on the title page. Ask:

•	 What body part is the boy pointing to or showing in each picture? (eye, ear, 
nose, tongue, hands) What do you think these body parts have to do with the 
senses? (Possible answer: Each body part is used for one of the senses.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 4–13. Have children think about how each picture helps them 
understand the sense that is being introduced. Ask:

•	 What body parts help you see? (eyes) Open your eyes wide. What do you see 
right now? (Possible answers: windows, desks, trees, parked cars)

•	 What body parts help you hear? (ears) Close your eyes, cup your ears, and 
listen for sounds. What do you hear right now? (Possible answers: lights 
humming, kids playing, cars zooming by, birds singing)

•	 What body part helps you to smell? (nose) What is the boy smelling? (a rose) 
Use the picture to tell how you think the rose smells. (Possible answer: sweet) 
Sniff with your nose. Show how you look when you smell something sweet. 
Now show how you look when you smell something stinky.

•	 What body part helps you taste? (tongue) What is the boy tasting? (ice 
cream) Use the picture to tell how you think the ice cream tastes. (Possible 
answers: sweet, delicious, chocolate-y) Stick your tongue out and show how 
you look when you taste something delicious. Now show how you look 
when you taste something you don’t like.

•	 What body parts help you touch? (fingers) What is the boy touching? (a 
rabbit’s fur) Use the picture to tell how you think the rabbit’s fur feels. 
(Possible answers: warm, soft) Rub your fingers on your clothes. What do they 
feel like? (Possible answers: warm, soft, smooth, rough)

2. Read pages 14–19. Ask:

•	 What sense do you use when you see something? (sight) What are some 
things the boy says he sees? (the sun, a frog, his baby sister) What sense do 
you use when you hear something? (hearing) Use the pictures to name 
some things the boy hears. (banging drum, fire engine siren, bird singing)
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LINK TO COMMON CORE  
INFORMATIONAL  
STANDARD 1 (Grades K-2) :  
Identify the main topic and retell 
key details of a text.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use their prior 
experience and knowledge of 
word meanings and rhyme, 
as well as text illustrations, to 
identify and chart characteristics 
of germs.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Germs!	Germs!	Germs!
•	 Chart paper and marker
•	 Art supplies
•	 White construction paper 

(one sheet per child)
•	 Scissors 
•	 Large container

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Microscope  
•	 Curse

GERMS! GERMS! 
GERMS!    

1. Invite children to look at the cover of the book. Read aloud the title and  
the names of the author and illustrator.  Ask:  
•	 What does the illustration on the front cover show? (A	girl	is	looking	at	

germs	on	a	slide	through	a	microscope.	She’s	writing	down	what	she	sees.)	

•	 Use the text and picture from the cover to predict or tell if this book is real 
(nonfiction)	or make-believe (fiction)? (It’s	hard	to	tell.	The	title	is	about	a	
serious	subject	but	the	illustrations	are	funny.)	

2. Write the word “microscope” on chart paper or on the board, pronouncing 
the word aloud. Then have children repeat the word after you. Say: A 
microscope (MyE-kruh-skohp) is an instrument that uses a lens to make 
very small objects appear larger so that they can be seen. Ask: 

•	  Would you use a microscope to look at a drop of pond water or a faraway 
mountain? (drop	of	pond	water) Tell why.	(to	see	small	things	in	a	drop		
of	water)

•	 A	curse (KURS) is something that brings harm or suffering. Ask children 
which would be a curse for sailors, a terrible windstorm or clear sunny 
weather? (a terrible windstorm)

3. Say to children: As we read this book, we’ll keep track of what we learn about 
germs. We can write what we learn on this chart. Title chart paper “Germs,” and 
when the children learn something they want to record, instruct them to raise 
their hands and you’ll write it on the chart.

Note: This book does not have page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the directions below.  

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the  
text and illustrations to support the answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 2–5. Ask: 

•	 Where are germs?  (on	the	ground,	in	the	air,	everywhere)	

•	 How would you describe germs? (small,	strong,	dangerous) 

•	 Say: Let’s add this information to our chart.

•	  Is this book nonfiction or fiction? (nonfiction)	Tell how you know.  
(Even	though	the	book	is	written	in	rhyme	and	has	funny	illustrations,		
it	gives	real	information.)	 

By Bobbi Katz

Item Number: 612456

Grades K-2

Theme: 
Health and Wellness  

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
INFORMATIONAL TEXT  
STANDARD 5 (Grades K-2):  
Know and use various text 
features to locate key facts or 
information in a text .

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text features 
such as visuals to gain 
information about loggerhead 
turtles.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 One	Tiny	Turtle
•	 Cardstock, cut into big circles
•	 Small empty water bottles
•	 Gallon water bottle
•	 Blue and green food coloring
•	 Sand
•	 Sea sponges, cut into bits
•	 Glitter
•	 Geashells
•	 Baby oil

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Reptile 
•	 Flipper 
•	 Armor  
•	 Corals 
•	 Skitter 

ONE TINy TuRTLE  

1. Read the title of the book and the author and illustrator’s name  
aloud. Ask:  

•	 Do you think this is a true (nonfiction) or imaginary (fiction) story about a 
turtle. 	(Accept	all	reasonable	answers	as	long	as	children	use	the	picture	and	
words	to	support	their	ideas.)	

2. use a KWL chart to discuss turtles.  Ask what children know and want 
to know about turtles, and record the information on the chart. Explain to 
children that as they read the book, they can add what they learn.  

WHAT WE KNOW WHAT WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED

 

 

1. Begin reading the book; read pages 3–7. Say:

•	 Read aloud the introduction on page 3. Talk about what sea turtles do and 
the kind of sea turtle this book is about. (loggerheads)	Ask: 

•	 Why are sea turtles hard to study? (because	they	travel	far)

•	 Where is a sea turtle’s nursery? (in	weeds	and	driftwood	in	the	sea) Invite the 
children to discuss the meaning of nursery in this context	(a	place	for	babies).

2. Read pages 8–11.  Ask: 

•	 How big is the baby sea turtle? 	(about	as	big	as	a	bottle	top.)	

•	 What is the baby turtle’s shell like? (as	soft	as	old	leather.)	

•	 What does the author mean by “pinprick nostrils”? (The	nostrils	are	so	small	
that	they	look	as	if	a	pin	made	them.)

•	 Why do turtles come up to the surface of the water every four to five 
minutes? (A	turtle	is	a	reptile	and	cannot	breathe	underwater.	It	must	come	
up	for	air.)	Invite children to add what they’ve learned on the KWL chart.

By Nicola Davies

Item Number: 612398

Grades K-2

Theme: 
STEM

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612478

Grades K–2

ALEXANDER AND THE 
TERRIBLE, HORRIBLE,  
NO GOOD, VERY BAD DAY
By Judith Viorst

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad 
Day. Use the title of the book and the picture on the cover to tell or predict 
what this book will be about. (a boy’s bad day) Ask:

•	 Do you think this book could really happen? (yes) How do you know? (from 
the picture)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Have children look at the title page. Ask:

•	 How does Alexander look on this page? (Possible answer: unhappy) Why do 
you think he looks that way? (He is having a bad day.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 5–9. Have children listen to the language as you read aloud. 
Ask:

•	 Who is telling this story? (Alexander) How do you know? (He uses the word I, 
and it sounds like a boy is talking.) 

•	 What words does Alexander use to describe his day? (terrible, horrible, no 
good, very bad) What is the same about those words? (They mean almost the 
same thing.)

Point to Australia on a world map or globe. Then show where you live. Help children 
understand that Australia is on the other side of the world and very far away from the United 
States. Explain that when it is your summer, it is winter in Australia, and vice versa. 

2. Read pages 10–15. Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Encourage children to chime in whenever you come to the phrase 
terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day. Ask: 

•	 Alexander’s castle is invisible. What does the word invisible mean? (can’t 
be seen) Is a picture of an invisible castle a funny idea? Why or why not? 
(Answers will vary. Possible answer: It’s funny because the paper is blank. If 
something is invisible, there’s nothing to draw.)

Theme:  
Feelings

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 1 (Grades K–2):  
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse 
partners about grade-
appropriate topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will understand that 
some words mean almost the 
same thing and will identify 
words that have opposite 
meanings.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Alexander and the Terrible, 

Horrible, No Good, Very  
Bad Day

•	 World map or globe
•	 Chart paper
•	 Markers or crayons
•	 Stapler or brads

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Invisible
•	 Cavity
•	 Terrible
•	 Horrible
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Item Number: 612463

LEO THE LATE 
BLOOMER
By Robert Kraus

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Leo the Late Bloomer. Use the title and the picture on 
the cover to tell what this book will be about. (an animal that takes a long 
time to learn how to do things) Ask:

•	 Can you tell which animal on the cover is Leo? (the tiger) How can you tell? 
(All the other animals are looking at him.)

NOTE: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number the 
pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to follow 
the instructions below.

2. Have children look at the title page. Ask:

•	 What kind of animal is shown on this page? (tiger) Who do you think this is? 
(Leo) Use the picture to tell how Leo feels. (sad, worried)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 5–7. Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Ask:

•	 What happened to Leo and the plant? (He got caught in it.)

•	 What are Leo’s friends doing? (reading) Use the picture to tell how Leo feels 
that he can’t read. (sad)

2. Read pages 8–13. Discuss the illustrations with children. Ask:

•	 What kinds of animals can you name here? (owl, elephant, snake, bird, 
crocodile, tiger)

•	 What are Leo’s friends writing? (their names; the kinds of animals they are)

•	 How do the pictures let you know that this is a make-believe, or fiction, 
story? (Possible answer: The pictures show animals writing and doing other 
things that people do but animals don’t do in real life.)

•	 How does the picture show that Leo is a sloppy eater but the other animals 
are not? (Leo’s mouth and paws have grape juice all over them. The other 
animals eat one grape at a time and don’t have juice all over them.)

•	 What do Leo’s friends say? (hoot, thrump, hiss, pip, crunch)

Theme: 
My Family and Me

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 2 (Grades K–2):  
Ask and answer questions 
about key details and recount 
or describe key ideas or 
details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use creative 
thinking, listening, and 
expression to respond to 
the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Leo the Late Bloomer
•	 Drawing paper
•	 Crayons, markers, colored 

pencils
•	 Stapler

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Sloppy
•	 Bloom
•	 Patience

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612472

DUCK AT  
THE DOOR
By Jackie Urbanovic

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Read aloud the title and focus attention on the front and back cover. 
Say: Use the front and back covers to predict what this book is about. (Accept 
reasonable answers: Someone is visiting—either the duck or the 3 dogs and 1 cat.) 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Look at pages 1–3. Ask: Describe what you see in the pictures. (Possible 
answer: The ducks are outside in cold, windy, snowy weather. The ducks look like 
they are not enjoying being outside.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading aloud the pages in each section, direct children to use  
the pictures along with what you read to support their answers to  
your questions. 

1. Read aloud pages 4–11. Have children listen as you read aloud. Ask: 

•	 What is happening on pages 4 and 5? (The animals are resting at home. 
Someone knocks on the door.) 

•	 On the back cover, there were 3 dogs and 1 cat. How many animals do you 
see on these pages now? (Answers will vary. Children should tell how many 
animals they count in each picture.)

•	 What do the animals decide to do? (ask their friend Irene what to do)

•	 What is Irene going to do? (open the door) 

•	 Who might be at the door? (a duck) Why do you think so? (because the 
animals that were on the back cover are inside the house; the story is called 
Duck at the Door)

•	 Why do you think the duck came to the door? (Possible answer: because he is 
outside and it’s cold in the snow)

Theme:  
Being a Friend

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
LITERATURE STANDARD 7 
(Grades K–2):  
Use information gained from 
the illustrations and details 
in a story to describe and 
demonstrate understanding  
of its characters, setting, 
events, or plot.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text and 
illustrations to discuss a story’s 
characters, setting, and plot.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Duck at the Door
•	 Chart paper
•	 Markers

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Flock
•	 Lonely 
•	 Remote control
•	 Recipes

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612458

BIG RED BARN
By Margaret Wise Brown

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Big Red Barn. Use the title of the book and the cover 
picture to tell or predict what this book will be about. (animals on a farm)

2. Have children look at the back cover and read the text aloud. Say:

•	 Listen to the animals I name. Which of these animals are not shown in the 
picture? (donkey, cow, puppy dogs)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

During Reading 
20 min

1. Read pages 3–9. Have children notice details in the pictures as you read 
aloud. Ask:

•	 Look at the picture on pages 2–3. Where does the story take place? (on a 
farm) Which words in the text help you picture where the story takes place? 
(big red barn, great green field) Which details in the picture tell about the 
setting? (the red barn, the green field, the corn, the colorful flowers) 

•	 Where is the golden flying horse? (on top of the barn, on the weather vane) Is 
this a real horse? How do you know? (No, it’s not real. Horses can’t fly, and they 
are not made out of gold.)

•	 What animals have you seen so far on the farm? (a pig, horses, a duck or 
goose, a butterfly) 

•	 Which details in the picture on pages 8–9 help you find where the children 
play? (There is a shovel and a pail next to the little pile of hay.) 

•	 Listen as I reread pages 8–9. What rhyming words do you hear? (hay, play, 
away, today)

2. Read pages 10–17. Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Ask: 

•	 Look at the picture on pages 10–11. What other animals live on this farm? 
(sheep, donkey, geese, goats) 

•	 What do you see in the field of corn? (a scarecrow) Why do you think the 
farmer put a scarecrow in the corn field? (to scare away birds that eat corn) 

•	 What special event occurs in the corn field? (A field mouse is born.) How 
does the picture on pages 12–13 tell you about the size of the field mouse? 
(Possible answer: It shows how tiny the mouse is compared to the corn.) 

Theme:  
Animals

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 4 (Grades K–2):  
Identify words and phrases 
in stories or poems that 
suggest feelings or appeal to 
the senses, and describe how 
words and phrases supply 
rhythm and meaning in a 
story, poem, or song.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will identify sensory 
words in the text and describe 
how farm animals look, feel, 
and sound.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Big Red Barn
•	 9"×12" sheets of red 

construction paper 
•	 Scissors 
•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Barn
•	 Field
•	 Noises

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612466

ARE TREES ALIVE?
By Debbie S. Miller

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Are Trees Alive? Now use the title of the book and the 
picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about. (whether 
or not trees are living things like people) Ask: 

•	 Do you think this story is true (nonfiction) or imaginary (fiction)? How do 
you know? (real, because the pictures show real things acting in real ways)

2. Have children look at the map at the beginning of the book. Say:

•	 This map shows some of the many kinds of trees that grow around the 
world. Why do you think the author included this map? (Possible answer:  
We are going to learn about these different trees. The map shows where these 
trees grow.)

During Reading 
20 min

NoTE: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number the 
pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to follow 
the instructions below.

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 4–7. Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Ask:

•	 How are a tree’s roots like a person’s feet? (Roots help a tree stand.)

•	 What parts of your body are like a tree trunk? (legs)

2. Read pages 8–13. Discuss the pictures with children. Ask:

•	 How are tree branches like people’s arms? (Branches hold things and move 
back and forth.) What are some things that branches hold? (Possible answers: 
birds, nests, koalas, ropes for a swing)

•	 Look at the skin on your arm. Feel it. How is your skin like the bark of a tree? 
(My skin is smooth like the bark of some trees. My skin protects the inside of my 
body and bark protects the inside of a tree.)

•	 How does the crown of a tree help people on a hot day? (It gives shade.)

3. Read pages 14–17. Ask:

•	 What parts of a tree breathe for the tree? (leaves)

•	 The magnifying glass shows a close-up of a leaf. What are all those tiny dots? 
(small openings called stomata) What do they do? (They let air in and out.)

•	 Use the text on page 17 to tell what is inside the roots, trunk, and branches 
of a tree. (small tubes filled with sap)

Theme:  
STEM

LINK To CoMMoN CoRE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 1 (Grades K–2):  
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse 
partners about grade-
appropriate topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups.

oBJECTIVE:
Children will use creative 
thinking, listening, and 
expression to respond to  
the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Are Trees Alive?
•	 Large drawing paper
•	 Crayons or markers

VITAL VoCABuLARY:
•	 Roots
•	 Soil
•	 Veins
•	 Limbs

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612477

A HOUSE IS A 
HOUSE FOR ME
By Mary Ann Hoberman

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is A House Is a House for Me. Use the title of the book 
and the picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about. 
(Possible answer: a party for people and animals at someone’s house)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title/author page) to make it 
easier to follow the instructions below. 

2. Have children look at the title page. Ask:

•	 What makes up the words of the title? (drawings of animals, buildings, and 
objects shaped like the letters) What can you predict about the pages in this 
book? (Possible answer: There will be many fun drawings.) 

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 3–9. Ask:

•	 What are some animal houses you see on these pages? (Possible answers: 
anthill, beehive, hole, web, nest, tree, rug, barn, pen, doghouse, tree house, 
playhouse made from a big box) 

2. Reread pages 3 and 4. Point out the repeated text structure and lines that 
end in rhymes. Ask:

•	 What does the author name in each line? (a place to live and the animal who 
lives there) Which words rhyme? (bee and me)

•	 What houses were the children in? (a tree house; a box) How are a tree house 
and a box like a house? (Possible answer: You can sit inside them.)

3. Display pages 6–7 and reread each line on page 6. Ask: 

•	 What is this place? (a farm) How are a coop, a sty, a fold, and a barn kinds of 
houses? (Possible answer: Each place is where animals can live.) 

•	 How are the barn and the chicken coop different from the sty and the fold? 
(Possible answer: The barn and the coop are buildings with a roof. The sty and 
the fold are pens and have no roof.)

Theme:  
True Stories

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 1 (Grades K–2):  
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with  
diverse partners about  
grade-appropriate topics and 
texts with peers and adults in 
small and larger groups.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use creative 
thinking, listening, and 
expression to respond to 
the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 A House Is a House for Me
•	 Chalkboard or chart paper
•	 Construction paper 
•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 House
•	 People
•	 Animal
•	 Shelter

Grades K–2
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LINK TO COMMON CORE  
LITERATURE STANDARD 3 
(Grades K-2):   
Describe the characters, setting, 
and main events in the story. 
With prompting and support, 
describe how the characters 
respond to major events  
and challenges.

OBJECTIVE:
Children build understanding  
by describing characters and 
events in the story and how the 
characters react to major events 
and challenges. 

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Amazing	Grace
•	 Chart paper
•	 Paper plates
•	 Paper bags
•	 Construction paper
•	 Scissors 
•	 Crayons  and Markers
•	 Tape and String

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Companion   
•	 Audition   
•	 Kingdoms

AMAzING GRACE  

1. Have children look at the book cover. Read the title aloud while tracking 
the print. Ask:

•	 The title is Amazing	Grace.  Now use the title and the illustration to tell or 
predict what this book will be about. (a	girl	named	Grace)	

•	 What do you notice about this girl? (Accept	reasonable	responses.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Read the title page (page 1). Ask: 

•	 What do these illustrations tell us about Grace?	(Grace	is		dressed	in			
different	costumes.)

After reading the pages in each section together, direct children to use  
the text and the pictures in the book to support their answers to  
your questions. 

1. Read pages 2–13. Ask: 

•	 What characters have we read about so far? (Grace;	Grace’s	mother,	“Ma”;	
Grace’s	grandmother,	“Nana”)	

•	 What is the setting, or where are Grace and her friends on page 4? (outside)	
How do you know?	(The	picture	shows	trees	and	grass.) How does the 
setting change from pages 10–11 to pages 12–13?	(On	pages	10–11,	Grace	
is	outdoors.	On	pages	12–13,	she	is	indoors.)	

•	 What kind of stories does Grace like to act out the most?	(Page	11	text	says,	
“Most of all, Grace liked to act out adventure stories and fairy tales.”)	

2. Read pages 14–17. Ask: 

•	 What is the setting in this part of the book? 	Tell how you know.	(The	
setting	changes:	Pages	14–15	show	a	classroom	and	pages	16–17	take	place	
in	Grace’s	home.	Text	on	page	16	says,	“When Grace got home,” and	page	17	
shows	Ma	and	Nana	with	Grace	at	a		table.)

•	 What happened on pages 14 -15? (Raj	told	Grace	she	can’t	be	Peter	Pan	
because	she	is	a	girl.	Natalie	told	Grace	she	can’t	be	Peter	Pan	because	she	is	
black.)	 What do you think about that?	(Accept	reasonable	answers.)

Before Reading

By Mary Hoffman

Item Number: 612462

Grades K-2

Theme: 
It Happened to Me

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612471

Achoo!  
GOOD MANNERS FOR ANIMALS  

(AND CHILDREN)
By Mij Kelly

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Achoo! Good Manners for Animals (and Children). Look 
at the picture on the cover. Ask: 

•	 What does the word “Achoo” mean? (It’s the sound people make when they 
sneeze.) What do you predict the funny animals in this book will teach you 
about? (good manners)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. have children look at the picture on page 1. Say:

•	 Use the picture to tell how the chicken feels about the way the dog is 
behaving. (The chicken has its hands on its ears and does not look like it likes 
the loud way the dog is sneezing.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 2–9. Say:

•	 Look at the pictures on pages 2–5. What changes do you notice? (Suzy Sue 
changes from smelling a flower to sneezing and spitting germs on her friends. 
The animals around her change from sitting still to being startled.) 

•	 What did Suzy Sue do wrong? (She didn’t cover her mouth when she sneezed.) 
Why didn’t she cover her mouth? (She didn’t know she was supposed to.)

•	 The animals say “She is horribly rude, but that doesn’t mean she can’t be 
improved.” What do you think they mean? (They think they can teach her the 
rules for having good manners.)

2. Read pages 10–17. have children look at the picture details. Say:

•	 Use the pictures and text on page 10 to tell why the animals think the dog 
is disgusting. (His nose is running. He is so smelly that he has a fly flying around 
his head and the goat is covering its nose.) How do the animals try to solve the 
problem of the dog’s bad manners? (They make him take a bath, brush his 
teeth, and use a handkerchief.)

•	 How do the animals try to solve the problem of the pigs’ bad manners? 

Theme: 
health and 
Wellness

LINK To coMMoN coRE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 4 (Grades K–2):  
Describe people, places, 
things, and events, or 
recount an experience, using 
descriptive and relevant 
details, and expressing ideas 
and feelings clearly.

oBJEcTIVE:
Children will make 
comparisons and contrasts 
and identify related causes 
and effects to explain how 
characters change over the 
course of a story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Achoo!
•	 Poster paper 
•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VocABuLARY:
•	 Manners
•	 Rude
•	 Behavior
•	 Polite

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612455

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 2 (Grades K–2):  
Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text 
read aloud or information 
presented orally.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text and 
illustrations to ask and answer 
questions about a book.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Busy Body Book

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Skeleton
•	 Muscles
•	 Lungs
•	 Blood vessels
•	 Sweat

Grades K–2

THE BuSy BODy 
BOOK
By Lizzy Rockwell

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Read aloud the title and subtitle and look at the front and back covers. 
Ask: What is fitness? (being healthy) What are the children on the front and 
back covers doing to make themselves fit and healthy? (jumping on pogo sticks, 
dancing, drinking water after playing sports, doing yoga, riding a bike) 

Look at the title page. What other ways to stay fit do you see? (hula hooping, 
walking, doing sit-ups)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

2. Invite predictions. What do you think this book will be about? (ways to stay 
healthy by moving and keeping busy) How do you know? (Possible answer: The 
cover shows children moving, and the title uses the phrases busy body.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading aloud the pages in each section, direct children to use the 
text and pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 2–5. Have children follow along as you read aloud. Tell them to 
look at all the activities in the pictures. Ask:

•	 What words do you hear that tell what busy bodies do? (Possible answers: 
bounce, stretch, run, catch, throw, push, pull, pedal, paddle, roller-skate) Invite 
volunteers to act out what these words mean.

•	 Show pages 4–5. Say: Name all the ways of moving you see. (playing 
football, running, kayaking, windsurfing, biking, skating, doing yoga, playing 
hopscotch, skateboarding, jumping on pogo sticks, using a racing wheelchair) 

Identify any activities that are unfamiliar to children. Invite them to ask any 
questions they have about the unfamiliar activities. 

•	 Have children look at the picture on page 5. Ask: Who is not being busy 
or moving their body? What is the person doing? (There’s a boy sitting on a 
bench eating chips. There’s a small child riding in a seat on the back of a bicycle.)

2. Read pages 6–9. Tell children to listen to the text and look at the pictures 
and diagram to figure out answers to your questions. Say: 

•	 The boy who was eating is moving. What is he doing? (dancing)
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LINK TO COMMON CORE  
WRITING STANDARD 1.8 
(Grades K-2):   
With guidance and support from 
adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather informa-
tion from sources to answer a 
question.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will learn about very 
large numbers and, using 
concrete analogies, begin to 
grasp the size of each: million, 
billion, and trillion; will also 
explore the meaning of pattern.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 How	Much	Is	a	Million?

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Million: 1,000,000
•	 Billion: 1,000,000,000
•	 Trillion: 1,000,000,000,000

HOW MUCH IS A 
MILLION? 

1. Discuss what children know about the math word “million.” 

•	 Introduce the word million and write it on the chart paper.  
Encourage children to give their own definitions of million.  
(Accept	all	reasonable	responses.)

2. Read the title, How Much Is A Million?, aloud. Ask: 

•	 What do we already know about a million? Record the students’ responses on 
chart paper. See if they know how to write one million as a numeral. (1,000,000)

•	 Ask: how many zeros are in one million? What can be counted in millions? 
(Accept	all	reasonable	responses	such	as	stars,	people,	money,	snowflakes.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number the 
pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to follow 
the instructions below.

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use  
the text and the pictures in the book to support their answers to  
your questions. 

1. Read the first page of the story. Point out the hot-air balloon. Invite the 
children to discuss what is going on in the picture. Ask: 

•	 Why are the children climbing on each other’s shoulders? (They	are	trying	
to	find	out	what	would	happen	if	one	million	children	climbed	onto	one	
another’s	shoulders.) Do you think that could happen in real life? (No.)	

•	 Why do you think Marvelosissimo the Mathematical Magician is there? 
(Possible	answer:	He’s	helping	us	learn	by	making	things	happen	that	are	not	
possible	in	real	life.)

•	 What do you think the hot-air balloon will be used for? (Responses		
will	vary.)

•	 Invite the children to predict what might be happening on the following 
pages—and to watch for a pattern. See if they can explain what is meant 
by a pattern. (A	pattern	is	an	arrangement	of	shapes,	lines,	numbers,	letters,	
words,	events,	or	colors	that	is	repeated	or	used	again	and	again.)

Before Reading

By David M. Schwartz

5 min

Grades K-2

Theme: 
STEM

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612451
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BEING A FRIEND
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Take a Giant Leap, Neil 
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Informational 0-545-49392-7  $19.99 

The Magic School Bus 
Takes a Moonwalk

Informational 0-545-49390-0  $19.99 

The Moon Informational 0-545-49389-7  $19.99 

Germs Make Me Sick! Informational 0-545-49405-2  $24.99 
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Throw Your Tooth on 
the Roof

Informational 0-545-49407-9  $24.99 
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Item Number: 612396

MATH FABLES
By Greg Tang

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Math Fables. A fable is a story in which the characters 
are animals that talk and act like people. It is meant to teach a lesson, 
or moral. Use the title of the book and the picture on the cover to tell or 
predict what this book will be about. (stories that involve animals in groups 
and that teach a lesson)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Reread the words above the title on the cover and the title page. Say:

•	 “Lessons That Count” can mean two things. What two things do you think 
this phrase means? (Possible answers: The fables will involve counting; the 
fables will teach important lessons.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 4–7. Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Ask:

•	 What is the lesson in “Dinner Guest?” (Good things will happen if you are 
patient and wait.) 

•	 Look at the text on pages 6–7. What do you notice about the numbers? 
(They are big and bright.) Why do you think they look like that? (so you  
notice them) 

•	 Say: On page 7, I see two number ones at the top of the page and one 
number two at the bottom. What is a group of one and one? (two)

2. Read pages 8–13. Have children count the animals that go with each big, 
bright number whenever it appears in a fable. Then continue to engage 
children in the fable. Ask:

•	 How many turtles lived in the woods in “Family Affair?” (three) What number 
pattern do you notice in the fables we have read so far? (Each fable tells 
about one more animal.) 

•	 What pairs of rhyming words do you hear in “Family Affair?” (go, slow; 
tripped, flipped; more, for) Why do you think the author wrote the fables in 
rhyme? (to make them more interesting and fun)

•	 What do you think albeit means in “Family Affair?” (Possible answers: even if, 
even though)

Theme: 
Stories With 
a Moral

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 2 (Grades K–2):  
Recount stories; determine 
the central message, lesson, 
or moral; and explain how 
that message is conveyed 
through key details in the 
text, including how characters 
respond to challenges.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will determine 
groupings for numbers to ten 
and understand the morals of 
simple math fables.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Math Fables 
•	 11"×17" paper
•	 Crayons or markers
•	 Safety scissors

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Moral
•	 Procrastinate
•	 Cooperate

Grades K–2
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Grades 3–5

Item Number: 612381

WHY MOSQUITOES 
BUZZ IN PEOPLE’S EARS
By Verna Aardema

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Read the title. Say: 

•	 Use the title and illustration to describe what is happening on the cover.   
What mystery of nature will this book tell about? (why mosquitoes buzz 
around people’s ears) 

•	 Ask: Do you think it tells facts about mosquitoes or tells an imaginary story? 
(an imaginary story) What helped you decide? (the art) 

2. Read the back cover. Say:

•	 The text says that a book won an award for the beautiful pictures. You can 
also see the seal for this award on the front cover. What do you think makes 
these pictures stand out? (Possible answer: The illustrator uses lots of details, 
many bright colors, and a variety of creative patterns.)

During Reading 
25 min

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

1. Read pages 5–7. Ask:

•	 Why is the iguana upset? (The mosquito says something silly.)

•	 What does iguana do next? Why? (He puts sticks in his ears so he can’t hear 
any more nonsense.)

•	 Read aloud the last sentence on page 5. What is mek, mek, mek? (the sound 
iguana makes running through the reeds) 

•	 Why does the python think the iguana is plotting mischief against him? 
(The iguana doesn’t answer when the python speaks to him.) What is the 
reason the iguana doesn’t answer the python? (The iguana cannot hear 
because of the sticks in his ears.)

•	 What does the rabbit think when she sees the python? (that he wants to 
harm her)

2. Read pages 8–11. Ask:

•	 Summarize pages 8–11. (Crow sees rabbit running out of her hole. He thinks 
something is wrong and decides to warn others. Monkey hears the warnings. He 
swings through the trees and accidentally kills a baby owl. The mother owl gets 
so upset that she doesn’t let the sun know it is time to come up.)

Theme:  
It’s a Mystery

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 3 (Grades 3–5):  
Describe characters, settings, 
or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details 
in the text, and explain how 
characters’ actions contribute 
to the sequence of events.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will determine how 
the actions of characters affect 
the sequence of events in  
the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Why Mosquitoes Buzz in 

People’s Ears
•	 12 to 15 pieces of unlined 

8.5 × 11-inch paper 
•	 Art paper 
•	 Markers
•	 Colored pencils or crayons

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Mosquito
•	 Plotting
•	 Council
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Grades K–2

Item Number: 612391

MAKE WAY FOR 
TOOTH DECAY
By Bobbi Katz

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Make Way for Tooth Decay. Use the title of the book 
and the picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about. 
(Possible answer: The book will explain the process of tooth decay and tell the 
reasons why tooth decay happens.)

•	 Do you think this story is a true or imaginary story? (imaginary because there 
aren’t little creatures in a person’s mouth that wear clothes and use tools) 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

2. Have children look at the title page. Point out that the creatures’ teeth 
look brown and unhealthy. Ask: 

•	 Why do you think the creatures shown on this page look happy? (because 
they think it is fun to damage teeth)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 2–7. Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Ask:

•	 Who is telling the story? (the little creatures) How do you know? (They use the 
word we’re.) Who are they talking to? (the person reading or listening to the 
book) How do you know that? (They use the words you and your.) 

•	 Who are these little creatures? (bacteria) What does bacteria do? (It helps to 
cause tooth decay.) 

2. Read pages 8–13. Discuss the text and illustrations with children. Ask: 

•	 This story is written with rhyming words. Can you name pairs of words that 
rhyme or have the same ending sounds on these pages? (track, plaque; glue, 
chew, too; spit, it; back, plaque; teeth, underneath; away, decay; see, quality) 

•	 Look at the picture on page 8. That big glob on the train is called plaque. 
How does the text explain plaque? (It is a kind of glue made of bacteria, food, 
and saliva.) Why is plaque bad? (It helps make it possible for cavities to form.)

•	 What is another word for saliva? (spit) 

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 6 
(Grades K–2):  
Identify the main purpose 
of a text, including what 
the author wants to answer, 
explain, or describe in the text, 
as well as in the illustrations.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will understand 
the author’s main purpose is 
to teach the importance of 
taking care of their teeth and 
ways they can do that.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Make Way for Tooth Decay 
•	 Large drawing paper
•	 Writing paper
•	 Crayons or markers 
•	 Pencils or pens

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Decay
•	 Bacteria
•	 Plaque
•	 Saliva
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Item Number: 612374

Theme:  
Sports (Nonfiction)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 1 
(Grades 3–5):  
Ask and answer questions 
and draw inferences to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring to quotes, 
details, and examples from 
the text as the basis for the 
answers and inferences.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will learn about 
Wilma Rudolph and describe 
her heroic qualities.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Wilma Unlimited
•	 Chart paper
•	 Poster board
•	 Markers or crayons
•	 Old magazines
•	 Scissors
•	 Glue or tape

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Polio
•	 Crippled
•	 Paralyzed
•	 Triumph

Grades 3–5

WILMA uNLIMITED
By Kathleen Krull

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask: 

•	 Do you think this story is true (nonfiction) or imaginary (fiction)? (true) How 
do you know? (Answers will vary. The title and subtitle make it sound like it’s a 
true story, but the illustrations make it seem like it’s fiction.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Preview the day’s reading by looking at the illustrations. Discuss with 
students how the pictures in the book show Wilma Rudolph throughout the 
first 20 years of her life.

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
illustrations to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 4–7. Ask:

•	 Why did people think Wilma might not live to her first birthday? (She 
weighed only four pounds when she was born.) 

•	 What did Wilma like to do as soon as she could walk? (run, jump)

•	 Why couldn’t Wilma go to the doctor when she got sick? (Possible answers: It 
cost too much money; only one doctor in town would treat black people.)

2. Read pages 8–15. Ask:

•	 What happened to Wilma’s leg while she was sick? (It twisted inward.)

•	 What did doctors and nurses at the hospital help Wilma do? (exercises to 
make her leg stronger)

•	 Why wasn’t Wilma allowed to go to school? (She couldn’t walk.)

•	 What did Wilma do when she felt sad because she couldn’t play with the 
other children at school and they made fun of her? (more leg exercises)

3. Read pages 16–21. Ask:

•	 What did Wilma do when she got to church? (took off her brace) 

•	 Look at the illustrations on pages 18–19 and 21. How do people look as 
Wilma walks in the church? (Possible answers: surprised, happy)

•	 Use the text and illustrations to describe how Wilma felt after walking 
without her brace. (Possible answers: happy, triumphant, proud)
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1. Invite children to look at the cover of the book. Read the title aloud while 

tracking the print. Say:

•	 The	title	is	The Reason for a Flower	written	and	illustrated	by	Ruth	Heller.	
Point	out	that	while	many	nonfiction books	have	photographs	rather	than	
illustrations,	this	book	has	illustrations,	and	the	plants	and	animals	are	
drawn	to	look	real.	Suggest	that	the	children	watch	for	labels,	which	are	
often	used	in	nonfiction	books.

•	 Invite	the	children	to	look	at	the	cover	illustration.	Ask: 

•	 What	do	you	notice?	(flowers, bees, birds)  Why	did	the	author	include	all	
three	on	the	cover?		Invite	children	to	speculate.	(Answers will vary.) 	

1. Create a KWL chart like the one below.  Tell children that they’re going to 
help you add things about flowers that they already know (information). 
Point out the headings on the three columns. Then ask:

•	 What	do	you	want	to	know	about	flowers?	(Answers will vary.) Record	
children’s	information	on	the	chart.	

WHAT WE KNOW WHAT WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED

 
NOTE: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to 
number the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make  
it easier to follow instructions below.

1. 	Read pages 2–5.  Pause before continuing on to the next pages, inviting 
children to point out the things they see in the pictures.  Say: 

•	 As	we	keep	reading,	when	you	hear	information	we	should	add	to	the	KWL	
chart,	give	me	a	thumbs-up	sign.		Ask: 

•	 What	do	you	think	these	animals	are	doing?	Why	are	they	touching	the	
flowers?	Does	this	picture	seem	like	fiction	or	nonfiction?	Why?		
(Answers will vary.)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
INFORMATIONAL STANDARD 5 
(Grades K-2):   
Know	and	use	various	text	
features	to	locate	key	facts	or	
information	in	a	text	efficiently.

OBJECTIVE:
Children	will	use	visual	and	text	
clues	to	gain	information	from	a	
nonfiction	text.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Reason for a Flower
•	 Chart	paper
•	 Crayons
•	 Markers
•	 Tissue	paper	squares
•	 Green	chenille	stems

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Nectar
•	 Pollen
•	 Root
•	 Stem

THE REASON FOR 
A FLOWER 
By Ruth Heller

Item	Number:	612384

Grades K-2

Theme: 
STEM

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612392

Grades K–2

Theme:  
Like No One Else

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 7 (Grades K–2):  
Use information gained from 
the illustrations and details 
in a story to describe and 
demonstrate understanding of 
its characters, setting, events, 
or plot.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will answer questions 
about the characters and 
setting using information from 
the text and pictures.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Diary of a Worm
•	 Construction paper 

squares 
•	 Large sheets of 

construction paper 
•	 Markers or crayons
•	 Rulers
•	 Glue

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Diary
•	 Worm
•	 Compost
•	 Tunnel

DIARy OF A WORM
By Doreen Cronin

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Diary of a Worm. Display the back cover illustration. 
Point out the date of the worm’s entry. Explain that each entry in a diary is 
dated and tells about what happened in the writer’s life on that day. 

•	 Ask: Do you think this is a true story (nonfiction) or an imaginary story 
(fiction)? How do you know? (A worm can’t write, so it can’t keep a diary.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

2. Display the two scrapbook pages before the title page and read the 
captions. Ask: Are these pictures and captions funny? Why? (Possible response: 
yes, because some are like pictures people might have in an album or scrapbook and 
it’s funny to imagine a worm behaving like a person)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 2–7. Have children look for details in the pictures as you read 
aloud. Ask:

•	 Look at page 2. When did the worm write his first entry in the diary? (March 
20) How do you know? (The date is at the top of the page.) 

•	 How do worms help the earth? (by digging tunnels) How can you tell that 
digging tunnels is hard work? (The look on the worm’s face shows he is 
struggling to make the tunnel.) 

•	 Who is the worm’s friend? (Spider) How can you tell Spider is confused when 
the worm tries to teach him how to dig? (There is a question mark in the 
thought bubble above his head.) 

•	 Look at the picture on page 7. How can you tell that the worm does not like 
being upside down? (In the picture it looks like he is scared because his eyes are 
closed and his mouth is open to show that he is screaming.)

2. Read pages 8–13. Ask: 

•	 On what day does fishing season start? (April 4) 

•	 Why do worms spend the day on the sidewalk after it rains? (The ground is 
wet.) What does the worm say about hopscotch? (It is a dangerous game.) 
How does the picture on page 9 show the danger? (It shows a girl about to 
step on two worms.)
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Item Number: 612376

TAR BEACH
By Faith Ringgold

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Read the title and look at the picture on the title page. Ask: 

•	 How do you think the author came up with the title of this book? (The 
people are sitting on the roof of a high building that is covered with tar. 
It looks like a beach.) 

•	 What do you notice about the border of the page? (It is made of patches.) 
What do the patches look like? (a quilt) How is a quilt different from a 
traditional blanket? (It is made of squares of different fabrics.) Explain to 
students that sometimes a quilt tells a story.

2. Preview the book by looking at the pictures. Tell students that Tar Beach is 
a story quilt. Each page is like the patch of a quilt. Together, all the patches tell 
a story.

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the first title page) to make it easier 
to follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
artwork to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 6–10. Ask:

•	 Who is telling this story? (the girl in the picture) What is she doing in the 
pictures on pages 7 and 9? (flying)

•	 How does the girl describe what she sees on the rooftop? (Her parents 
and their neighbors are playing cards; her baby brother is lying on a mattress 
watching her.) 

•	 Why do you think the families spent time on the rooftop? (Big cities are 
crowded and there isn’t much extra space; the rooftop gives people a place to go 
to be outside.)

•	 Did the girl like going to Tar Beach? How did she feel when she slept there? 
(She felt rich like she owned everything she could see.) 

2. Read pages 11–15. Ask: 

•	 Why did the girl think the George Washington Bridge was so special? (She 
was born in the same year it opened; her daddy had helped build the bridge; she 
thought it was very beautiful.) 

•	 What did she pretend the bridge was? (a diamond necklace) Use the 
illustration on page 14 to tell how she got that idea. (The sparkling lights 
looked like diamonds.) 

•	 What was Cassie’s dream? (to be free)

Theme:  
Arts/Creative

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 1 (Grades 3–5):  
Ask and answer questions 
and draw inferences to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring to quotes, 
details, and examples from 
the text as the basis for the 
answers and inferences.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use artwork and 
text to understand a long-ago 
character’s life and dreams.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Tar Beach 
•	 Heavy paper
•	 Pencils
•	 Paint and brushes
•	 2” × 2” squares of 

wrapping paper  
or wallpaper

•	 Glue

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Magical
•	 Possession
•	 Union
•	 Claimed

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612388

THE MOON
By Seymour Simon

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Display this moon rhyme on chart paper. Then recite it with the group.

Little Moon by Mary Vaughn

Little moon,

I’d like to know

Where at dawn

You always go;

For when sunshine

Brings the day;

Then you run away.

Explain to children that the person who wrote Little Moon had questions about 
the moon. Ask: What are some questions you have about the moon? (Answers 
will vary.) 

2. Show the cover and read the title and name of the author. Ask: What words 
would you use to describe the moon on the cover? (Possible answers: round, 
gray, dark, bumpy)

During Reading 
20 min

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the second title page) to make it 
easier to follow the instructions below. 

1. Read pages 4–9. Have children follow along as you read aloud. Pause after 
reading each page so they can look at the pictures. 

•	 Reread the first paragraph on page 4. Ask: What does the author mean 
when he says that one quarter of a million miles is a short distance in space? 
(Space is so big that one quarter of a million miles is only a small part of it.)

Say: We read that it takes a little more than 27 days for the moon to go around 
Earth. Let’s count that out on a calendar.

•	 Have children look at page 7. Say: Point to a mountain. Point to a flatland. 
How did you decide which was a mountain and which was a flatland? (The 
text says that the light places are mountains and the dark places are flatlands.)

•	 Look at pages 6–7. What do the text and pictures help you understand 
about what a telescope can do? (A telescope can make objects that are far 
away seem closer, and show details that you can’t see using only your eyes.) 

•	 What are the different shapes of the moon called? (phases)

Theme:  
Nonfiction (Space)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
LANGUAGE STANDARD 4 
(Grades K–2):  
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words  
and phrases based on  
grade-appropriate reading 
and content.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will indicate 
understanding of words 
related to space by pointing to 
photographs, acting out, and 
giving simple definitions.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Moon
•	 Calendar
•	 Clay or other modeling 

material

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Space
•	 Crater
•	 Phase
•	 Moonquakes
•	 Astronaut
•	 Flatlands

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612370

THROW YOUR TOOTH 
ON THE ROOF
By Selby B. Beeler

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 Use the title of the book and the picture on the cover to tell or predict  
what this book will be about. (what children all over the world do when they 
lose a tooth) 

•	 What do you think the title means? (In some places, it is a tradition for children 
to throw the tooth they lose onto a roof.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, guide students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 3–5. Ask: 

•	 Why do you think this map is included in the book? (The map shows children 
standing next to or on the names of places that will be included in the book.)

2. Read pages 6–11. As you read about the tooth traditions in different 
countries, ask students to identify similarities and differences. Ask:

•	 What do many children in the United States do with their teeth? (leave the 
tooth under their pillow for the Tooth Fairy)

•	 In which Central American and Caribbean countries do children leave teeth 
for an animal? (Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica)

•	 Look at the pictures on pages 8–9. Which animals do you see? (a rabbit, a 
mouse, a small part of the Rolling Calf) 

•	 Look at the picture of the girl in Chile on page 11. Where is her tooth? (on a 
necklace around her neck) Why do you think it’s a tradition to wear teeth as 
jewelry? (Possible answer: to keep the tooth close to you; to keep the tooth as a 
reminder of childhood)

3. Read pages 12–19. Ask:

•	 Look at the picture of the boy in Benin on page 13. Will a new tooth grow 
in? Explain. (Possible answer: The boy’s grandmother says that a new tooth 
won’t grow in if a lizard sees it, but I think this is an imaginary story. The boy will 
still get a new tooth.)

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 1 
(Grades 3–5):  
Ask and answer questions 
and draw inferences to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring to quotes, 
details, and examples from 
the text as the basis for the 
answers and inferences.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use text and 
illustrations to answer 
questions about tooth 
traditions around the world.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Throw Your Tooth on  

the Roof
•	 White paper
•	 Pencils and crayons

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Replace
•	 Opposite
•	 Healthy
•	 Bury

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612367

What Do You Do  
With a tail like this?
By Steve Jenkins & Robin Page

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have students look at the front cover of the book and read the title aloud. 
ask students to guess whose tail is shown, then flip the book to show the 
back cover and reveal the answer. say: 

•	 Use the title of the book and the picture on the cover to tell or predict what 
this book will be about. (different things that animals can do with their tails)

2. have students look at the title page. ask: 

•	 What is this animal doing? (The skunk is standing on its front legs.) Why do 
you think it is doing this? (Possible answer: to spray from its tail to scare  
away enemies)

Note: this book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

During Reading 
25 min

after reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 2–7. ask: 

•	 What animal is on page 2? (fish) Which fish body parts you can identify? (eye, 
nose, mouth)

•	 Which animals are pictured on pages 4–5? (starting on the top left: platypus, 
alligator, mole, hyena, elephant) Look at the shape of each nose. How do  
you think each animal uses its nose? (Possible answers: to smell; to dig; to  
suck water)

•	 How might the shape of a platypus’s nose be good for digging? (It is flat, like 
a shovel.) How might a mole’s nose help it find its way around? (It can reach 
out and touch objects with the little pink wiggly things on its nose.)

2. Read pages 8–11. say:

•	 Which animals are pictured on pages 8–9? (from the top left: bat, 
hippopotamus, jackrabbit, cricket, humpback whale) How do people use their 
ears? (to hear sounds) Look at the shape of each ear. How do you think each 
animal uses its ear? (Answers will vary. Possible answers: to hear sounds; to 
swat at things)

•	 Where are a cricket’s ears? (on its knees) Why might a hippopotamus close its 
ears under water? (to keep water out of its ears) 

Theme:  
steM

liNk to CoMMoN CoRe  
ReaDiNG staNDaRD FoR 
iNFoRMatioNal teXt 1 
(Grades 3–5):
Ask and answer questions 
and draw inferences to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring to quotes, 
details, and examples from 
the text as the basis for the 
answers and inferences.

oBJeCtiVe:
Students will ask and answer 
questions about different 
animal features.

MateRials NeeDeD:
•	 What Do You Do With a Tail 

Like This?
•	 Paper, construction paper, 

tissue paper
•	 Scissors
•	 Glue
•	 Markers

Vital VoCaBulaRY:
•	 Sting
•	 Squirt
•	 Capture

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612395

The Lion and  
The Mouse
By Bernadette Watts

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. say:

•	 The title of this book is The Lion and the Mouse. Use the picture on the cover 
to tell or predict how the lion and the mouse feel about each other. (Possible 
answer: The lion is angry because the mouse is bothering it while it is trying  
to sleep.)

note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the first title page) to make it easier 
to follow the instructions below. 

2. have children look at the picture on pages 2–3. say:

•	 Use the picture on these pages to predict the setting of this story. (The 
setting is the African Savanna where animals such as monkeys, elephants, and 
giraffes live.) 

•	 Look at the second title page on page 5. How is the picture of the mouse 
and lion on page 5 different from the one on the cover? (Possible answers: 
The lion is only a cub here. The lion looks curious, but not upset. The mouse is 
standing far away from the lion and hiding behind some grass.)

During Reading 
20 min

after reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 6–11. have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. ask:

•	 Why do the lion cubs become tired? (They are playing in the hot sun, and that 
makes them tired.) 

•	 What happens while the last lion cub is sleeping? (A mouse runs across his 
paw and wakes him up.) 

•	 Use the text and picture on page 11 to tell how the lion and the mouse feel 
about the mouse having woken the lion up. (The lion is angry and the mouse 
is scared.) Why might the mouse be scared of the lion? (Possible answer: The 
lion is bigger and stronger than the mouse.)

2. Read pages 12–15. ask:

•	 Why does the lion let the mouse go? (The lion lets the mouse go because she 
is just a little, harmless animal.)

Theme:  
stories With  
a Moral

LinK To CoMMon CoRe  
ReadinG sTandaRd FoR 
LiTeRaTuRe 2 (Grades K–2):  
Recount stories; determine 
the central message, lesson 
or moral; and explain how 
that message is conveyed 
through key details in the 
text, including how characters 
respond to challenges.

oBJeCTiVe:
Children will use story details 
to identify the moral of a 
traditional fable.

MaTeRiaLs needed:
•	 The Lion and the Mouse
•	 Paper
•	 Pencils
•	 Markers or crayons

ViTaL VoCaBuLaRY:
•	 Harmless
•	 Sparing
•	 Repay

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612380

Grades 3–5

Theme:  
It’s a Mystery

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 7 (Grades 3–5):
Analyze and make 
connections between the 
text and visual elements, and 
explain how specific aspects of 
a text’s illustrations contribute 
to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will examine 
illustrations and text features 
to identify how these 
elements help communicate 
ideas in the text.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Gym Teacher from the 

Black Lagoon
•	 Art paper 
•	 Colored pencils or crayons

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Fitness
•	 Gym
•	 Regular

THE GyM TEACHER FROM 
THE BLACK LAGOON
By Mike Thaler

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Read the title. Say:  
The title of this book is The Gym Teacher from the Black Lagoon. Use the title of 
the book and the picture on the cover to predict what this book will be about. 
(A boy has a mean or scary gym teacher.) Explain that the name of this book is 
taken from an old movie called Creature from the Black Lagoon. The movie was 
about scientists who explored a lagoon, a body of water, and found a mean, 
dangerous sea monster.

2. Have students look at the front and back covers of the book. Ask:

•	 Do you think this is a truly scary book? A funny book? A serious look at new 
teachers? Tell why you think so. (Answers will vary, but encourage students to 
use the picture and title to support their answers.)

•	 How does the boy feel about the new gym teacher? Explain how you know. 
(He is scared of her. He looks nervous on the front and back covers.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
25 min

After reading each section, have students use the text and illustrations to 
support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 3–5. Say:

•	 Look at the picture of the boy. What words describe how the boy feels? 
(Possible answers: nervous, worried, scared) 

•	 Do you think the boy feels better or worse when he hears about the 
teacher? Explain. (worse because he hears bad things)

2. Read pages 6–9. Ask:

•	 Who do the kids compare the new gym teacher to? (Possible answers: Kong; 
a giant gorilla) 

•	 Think about what the boy hears from the other kids. Use the picture on 
page 8 to tell how the boy feels in this part of the story. (frightened)

3. Read pages 10–13. Say:

•	 Reread pages 10–11. Could this be true? (yes) Explain. (Gym teachers have 
kids run around the gym or school building for exercise.)

•	 Reread pages 12–13. Could this be true? (no) Explain. (People can’t run  
that far.)
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LINK TO COMMON CORE  
INFORMATIONAL STANDARD 4 
(Grades K-2):   
Ask and answer questions to 
help determine or clarify the 
meaning of words and phrases in 
a grade-appropriate text.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will learn how to  
create a word web about the 
word friends.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Let’s	Be	Friends
•	 Chart paper
•	 Drawing paper
•	 Crayons, colored pencils, or 

markers
•	 Hand mirrors

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Together
•	 Playground
•	 Sign language

LET’S BE 
FRIENDS 

 
1. Invite children to look at the cover of the book and read the title and 

author’s name aloud. Say: 

•	  The title is Let’s	Be	Friends	by Amanda Miller. Look at the photograph. What 
makes you think these girls are friends? (They	are	smiling;	they	look	happy;	
they	have	their	arms	around	each	other.)	

2.  Encourage children to scan the Table of Contents. Ask:  

•	 What are the names of the chapter titles at the top of the Content page? 
(1.	Who	Are	Your	Friends?;	2.	What	Friends	Do;	3.	Staying	Friends)	

•	 What	other	parts	of	the	book	do	you	see?	(	Let’s	Play	Together,	Your	New	
Words,	Index,	Find	Out	More,	Meet	the	Author)	

•	 Use the titles of each section to predict or guess what its purpose might 
be.  (Let’s	Play	Together–things	to	do	with	friends,	Your	New	Words–dictionary,	
Index–where	to	find	things	in	the	book,	Find	Out	More	(other	books	or	
websites	to	find	out	information,	Meet	the	Author–	learn	about	the	writer)	

1. Start a word web with children using the word friends in the middle  
circle. Say: 

•	 In this book, we will learn about what friends do together and how friends 
feel when they are together. Let’s begin a word web to record what we 
learn. We can also add other information we know from our experiences.  

•	 Show children how to make a word web. Explain that a word web is  
a good tool to learn new words. Point out that they can use word webs  
to organize and keep track of information. The main idea—or key point of  
the story—goes in the center in a circle and the supporting information 
makes up the spokes.

2. Read the title of pages 4–7: “Who Are your Friends?”  Examine the 
photographs for possible answers, encouraging children to call out 
examples they see. Read pages 4–7 to confirm children’s answers. Ask:

By Amanda Miller

Item Number: 612390

Grades K-2

Theme: 
Health and Wellness

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612373

PLAY  BALL!
By Vanessa York

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 What sport are these boys playing? (baseball) How do you know? (The cover 
shows baseball caps, a bat, a baseball glove, and baseball uniforms. “Play ball!” 
is said before baseball games.)

•	 Look at the boy holding the bat and the boy wearing a baseball glove. How 
are their hats different? (The boy holding the bat has a hard blue hat. The boy 
wearing the baseball glove has a soft red hat.) Why do you think the blue hat 
is hard? (The boy wearing the blue hat is holding a bat. He is about to hit a ball. 
The hard hat will protect him in case the ball hits him in the head.)

2. Preview the day’s reading by looking at the table of contents on page 2. 
Ask: What is the first section of the book about? (playing baseball)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
photographs to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 4–7. Ask: 

•	 Look at the photo on pages 4–5. What are the girls wearing? (uniforms, 
baseball caps)

•	 How many bases form a baseball diamond? (four)

•	 What are the names of the bases? (first base, second base, third base, and 
home plate)

•	 Look at the diagram on page 7. Who is behind the batter at home  
plate? (catcher) 

•	 Besides the batter, how many players are on the field? (nine)

2. Read pages 8–13. Ask:

•	 How many players does a baseball team need? (nine)

•	 How many innings are in a baseball game? (nine)

•	 To score a run, when does the player have to get to home plate? (before the 
ball gets there)

•	 Look at the diagram on page 13. What do the blue lines represent? (the strike 
zone) What happens if the pitcher pitches the ball outside of those lines? 
(The pitch will not count.)

3. Read pages 14–15. Ask:

•	 What does the batter do after hitting the ball? (runs to first base)

•	 What does the first baseman try to do? (get the ball and touch the base before 
the batter gets there)

Theme:  
Sports (Nonfiction)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 5 
(Grades 3–5):  
Use text features to locate 
information relevant to a  
given topic efficiently, and 
describe the overall structure 
of events, ideas, concepts,  
or information.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will learn the rules of 
baseball, what the players do, 
and the parts of a field.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Play Ball!
•	 Shoeboxes
•	 Scissors
•	 Craft glue
•	 Construction paper
•	 Markers
•	 Pencils
•	 Modeling clay

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Infield
•	 Outfield
•	 Inning
•	 Strike zone

Grades 3–5
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1. Have children to turn to the green pages at the front and back of the  
book. Ask:

•	  What do you see on these pages? (many kinds of sharks) 

•	 What information about sharks can you get just from these pages? (the 
names of sharks, what they look like, how big they are)

2. Read the title and the name of the author on the cover of the book. Ask:

•	 Why might the author Nicola Davies have labeled sharks “surprising”? 
(Answers will vary.)

3. Have children look at the Index on page 28. Ask:

•	 What does an Index tell you? (where to find information in the book.)

•	 On what page is “angel shark?” (page 15; You follow the dots to find the page 
number 13.)

•	 What does the paragraph at the bottom of the Index tell you? (The book 
has two different sizes of words.) 

1. Read pages 6 and 7. Ask:

•	 What do the words on page 6 do? (Get bigger and bigger.) Why do you 
think the author made the words get bigger and bigger? (Possible 
answer might be that the big words are scary words.) How could we 
read those words aloud to show the words get bigger? (Speak louder.) 

•	 What size shark do you think this is? (very big) Why do you think that? 
(The person’s feet look small and the shark’s fin looks big.)

2. Turn the page and read pages 8 and 9. Ask:

•	 How did the author surprise you on page 8? (We were expecting a big 
shark and instead saw a tiny one.)

•	 What is special about the dwarf lantern shark? (It’s the smallest kind of 
shark in the world.)  Is it a predator? (Yes.)  What is its prey? (shrimp) 

•	 Would you be scared to swim with the dwarf lantern shark? Why  
or why not. (Answers will vary.)

1. Read pages 10 and 11. First, read the main text in large type. Then go 
back and read the details about each shark. Ask: 

•	 What sharks did we learn about on these pages? (blackbelly lantern shark, 
swell shark, wobbegong) 

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
INFORMATIONAL STANDARD 5 
(Grades K-2):   
 Know and use various text 
features to locate key facts or 
information in a text efficiently.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use the index and 
graphics to gain understanding 
of sharks.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Surprising Sharks
•	 Peppermint extract
•	 Jelly beans

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Predator  
•	 Prey  
•	 Detect

SuRpRISING
SHARKS  

Before Reading

By Nicola Davies

5 min

Item Number: 612383

Grades K-2

Theme: 
STEM

During Reading
20 min

Grades K–2

Item Number: 612393

ANGEL CHILD, 
DRAGON CHILD
By Michele Maria Surat

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say: 

•	 The title of this book is Angel Child, Dragon Child. Use the title of the book 
and the picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about. 
(a young girl and what happens to her over different seasons)

•	 Ask: Is the girl on the cover happy or sad? How can you tell? (Sad; she is 
looking down in the small illustration and her expression is sad in the large one.) 
Do you think this is a true story (nonfiction) or an imaginary story (fiction)? 
How do you know? (from the title and the illustrations) 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers until page 7. You may want 
to number pages yourself (starting with #3 on the title page) to make it 
easier to follow the instructions below.

2. Have children look at the title page. Ask: 

•	 Are the meanings of the words angel and dragon alike or different? 
(different) What words does the word angel make you think of? (Possible 
answers: kind, loving) What words does the word dragon make you think of? 
(Possible answers: strong, fierce)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading aloud the pages in each section, direct children to use the 
text and pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read through page 9. Have children follow along as you read aloud. Tell 
them to look at the pictures. Model think-aloud strategies to demonstrate 
how to figure out additional story details by using picture clues. Ask:

•	 Who is this story about? (a girl named Hoa) What is she called at home? (Ut) 
Where is Ut from? (Vietnam) How does Ut feel? (sad, lonely, shy) Why is she 
sad? (Her mom is still in Vietnam.) How can you tell she is sad? (In the pictures, 
Ut is always looking down.)

•	 Why do the other children tease Ut? (She looks different from her classmates. 
Her clothes and language are different.)

•	 What does the author mean when she says, “The children screeched like 
bluejays”? (The children laughed at Ut.) 

2. Point out the pronunciation guides at the bottom of pages 4, 7, 8, and 9. 
Work with children to correctly pronounce each word or phrase.

Theme:  
Like No One Else

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 1 (Grades K–2):  
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse 
partners about grade- 
appropriate topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text and 
illustrations to discuss how 
the characters feel at various 
points in the story and what 
story events make them feel 
that way.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Angel Child, Dragon Child

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Vietnam
•	 Angel
•	 Dragon
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Item Number: 612378

Theme:  
Arts/Creative

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 3 (Grades 3–5):  
Describe characters, settings, 
or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details 
in the text, and explain how 
characters’ actions contribute 
to the sequence of events.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will identify the 
sequence of events in a story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Patchwork Quilt
•	 11 × 17-inch poster board 

or white paper 
•	 Colored construction 

paper
•	 Fabric scraps
•	 Markers or crayons
•	 Rulers 
•	 Safety scissors
•	 Glue or stapler

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Patchwork
•	 Textures
•	 Masterpiece
•	 Pattern

Grades 3–5

ThE PATChwORK 
QUILT
By Valerie Flournoy

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have students look at the front and back covers of the book and read the 
title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is The Patchwork Quilt. What is shown on the front 
cover? (a girl and an older woman who looks like a grandmother with a quilt) 
What is shown on the back cover? (squares of a patchwork quilt) 

•	 Use the title and the cover pictures to predict what this story is about. 
(Possible answer: how a girl and her grandmother sew a patchwork quilt)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

2. have students look at the title page. Ask: 

•	 What objects are shown on this page? (sewing basket, scissors, thimble, spools 
of thread, pin cushion, scraps of different kinds of fabric, measuring tape) What 
could someone use these materials for? (Possible answers: sewing a quilt, 
patching up clothes, making a costume)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 4–11. Say:

•	 Use the text and pictures on pages 6–7 to tell what Grandma is planning 
to do. (She is going to make a patchwork quilt out of scraps of fabric from old 
clothes.) Why do you think Grandma is using scraps from old clothes to 
make her quilt? (Possible answer: She wants to make a quilt that will remind 
her of everyone in the family.)

•	 How does Mama feel about homemade quilts? (She thinks they’re messy 
and you might as well just buy a quilt at a store.) Use the text to explain what 
Grandma thinks about homemade quilts. (She thinks they are special, will last 
longer than store-bought quilts, and should be made of worn material.)

•	 What do Grandma and Tanya decide to do together? (make a quilt) How 
long does Grandma say this will take? (a year)

2. Read pages 12–19. Ask:

•	 When did this story begin? (at the beginning of spring) When does the next 
part of the story happen? (August) 
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Item Number: 612387

THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS 
TAKES A MOONWALK
By Joanna Cole

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the front and back covers of the book and read 
aloud the title. Say: 

•	 The title of this book is The Magic School Bus Takes a Moonwalk. How might 
a magic school bus be different from a regular school bus? (It might go 
to special places and do special things.) Use the title of the book and the 
pictures on the front and back covers to predict what this book will be 
about. (Children travel to the moon on a magic school bus.) 

•	 Ask: Could children actually go on a school trip to the moon? (no) Is this 
a true story or an imaginary story? (imaginary) What clues did you use to 
decide? (the word magic; the pictures, including the lizard in a space suit) 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

2. Point to the illustration opposite the title page. Explain that Ms. Frizzle is 
the children’s teacher and that Liz is a lizard and the class pet. Then have 
children look at the title page. Ask: 

•	 What do you see below the title? (drawings and names of children) What do 
you notice about the children? (They’re different sizes, shapes, and skin colors.)

During Reading 
20 min

1. Read pages 2–5. Have children follow along as you read aloud. Tell them to 
look at the pictures. Point to speech bubbles beside the characters. Ask:

•	 What are these? (speech bubbles) What do they tell us? (what characters are 
saying) Where is the text of the story? (in the yellow boxes at the top) Say: 
Look at the part of the page that looks like notebook paper. What is this? (an 
assignment that one of the children did)

•	 Why is Ms. Frizzle taking the children to the farm? (to look at the moon and 
go on a hayride)

2. Read pages 6–9. Tell students to look at all the parts of the pages to figure 
out answers to your questions. Say: 

•	 Look at the picture on page 6. Do you think Phoebe’s father is enjoying the 
trip? Explain. (No. He looks unhappy. He thinks they’re in the wrong place.) 

•	 Why do the children get back in the bus? (They can’t see the moon because of 
the clouds.) 

Theme:  
Nonfiction (Space)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 2 (Grades K–2):  
Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text 
read aloud or information 
presented orally.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text and 
illustrations to answer who, 
what, when, where, why, and 
how questions about a book.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Magic School Bus Takes 

a Moonwalk

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Hayride
•	 Cloud
•	 Gravity
•	 Astronaut
•	 Crater
•	 Harvest

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612371

GOOD ENOUGH  
TO EAT
By Lizzy Rockwell

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 What foods do you see on the plate? (fish, cantaloupe, pasta salad, peas, 
a lemon wedge) Are these foods good to eat? Why or why not? (Possible 
answer: Yes, they are good to eat because they are healthy foods. They have a 
lot of things our bodies need.) 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Have students look at the first two pages and last two pages of the book 
that show pictures of food divided into food groups.

•	 Point to different foods and see if students can name them. Some foods 
may be familiar to some students and not familiar to others. Encourage 
students to learn about different foods from each other. For each food, ask:

•	 What is this called? When do you eat this food? Do you like it? How would 
you describe the taste? (Answers will vary.)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, guide students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 3–7. Ask:

•	 Look at the picture of the family eating together. What foods do you see? 
(spaghetti with meatballs, salad, carrots, bread, water, milk) Are these foods 
good to eat? Why? (Yes, they are healthy foods.) Which of these foods have 
you had? Do you like them? (Answers will vary.) 

•	 Why do you need to eat and drink every day? (to stay alive and healthy) What 
are some things food helps you do? (Possible answers: play, run, kick a ball, 
read, jump)

2. Read pages 8–11. Ask:

•	 What are the six kinds of nutrients shown on pages 8–9? (carbohydrates, 
protein, fat, water, vitamins, and minerals) Why is there a scale showing a 
measurement for each nutrient? (The scale shows how much you need of 
that kind of nutrient.) What do the pictures on pages 6–7 have to do with 
nutrients? (They show the things nutrients help us do.)

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 1 
(Grades 3–5):  
Ask and answer questions 
and draw inferences to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring to quotes, 
details, and examples from 
the text as the basis for the 
answers and inferences.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use information 
in the text and illustrations to 
answer questions about the 
importance of eating healthy.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Good Enough to Eat
•	 Chart paper
•	 Paper plates 
•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Nutrients 
•	 Digestion
•	 Energy

Grades 3–5
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1. Draw a KWL chart on the board or on chart paper. Use the headings What We 
Know, What We Want to Know, and What We Learned. Ask students to identify what 
they know about Triceratops. Tell students they will add to the charts as they learn 
new information.

WHAT WE KNOW WHAT WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT WE LEARNED

2. List some student responses on the KWL chart. Ask: What do you want to find 
out about dinosaurs? Have students share their ideas with the group and list their 
questions in the middle column of the chart. Then write some of their responses.

3. Preview the day’s reading by looking at the pictures. Discuss with students that 
the pictured show scientists’ best ideas of what Triceratops would have looked like.

 

After reading the pages in each section,  direct students to use the text  
and photographs to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 5, 6, and 8. Ask:   
•	 What kind of animal is a dinosaur? (a reptile) 

•	 How long was Triceratops? (about 30 feet, or 9 meters) How long was 
Triceratops’s head? (about 6 feet or 1.8 meters) 

•	 What did Triceratops eat? (plants) 

•	 When did Triceratops live? (between 65 and 70 million years ago)

2. Read pages 9–13. Ask: 

•	 What did Triceratops look like? (like a very big rhinoceros; strong shoulders, 
barrel-shaped body, short tail, horns on its face, four sturdy legs, huge head) 

•	 How much did Triceratops’s head weigh? (400 pounds) 

•	 What does the name Triceratops mean? (“three-horned face”) 

•	 How long were Triceratops’s two large horns? (about 3 feet long) 

•	 What information should we add to our KWL chart? What did we learn? 
Do we have new questions we wold like to answer?

3. Read pages 14–17. Ask: 

•	 What is a frill? (the large, fan-shaped plate of bone on the back of 
Triceratops’s head)

•	 What might Triceratops have used its frill for? (as a weapon or a shield; to 
attract a mate)

LINK TO COMMON CORE 
READING STANDARD FOR  
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 2 
(Grades 3-5):  
Determine the main idea of a 
text; recount the details and 
explain how they support the 
main idea; summarize the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use a KWL chart 
before, during, and after reading 
to track their knowledge about 
Triceratops.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Triceratops 
•	 Craft paper or poster board
•	 Pencils 
•	 Measuring tape

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Reptile  
•	 Meter  
•	 Frill  
•	 Herbivore

TRICERATOPS   
By Elaine Landau

During Reading
25 min

Before Reading 5 min

Item Number: 612369

Theme: STEM

Grades 3-5

Item Number: 612397

Fables
By Arnold Lobel

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. say:

•	 The title of this book is Fables. It is a collection of short stories. Each teaches 
a lesson about how to live a good life. This lesson is called a moral.

2. Have children look at the table of contents. ask: 

•	 What information does this page give you? (It tells you the title of each fable 
and where to find it in the book.) Each story has a full-page picture. How 
many pages is each story? (1 page)

Note: The moral of each fable appears in italics at the end of the fable. 
Pause after reading each fable to have children discuss what they think its 
lesson might be before you read the moral. Remind children to use details 
from the fable’s picture to help them figure out the moral.

During Reading 
20 min

after reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 2–11. say:

•	 Use the picture next to the title page and the picture on page 3 to tell why 
the Crocodile likes to be in his bedroom instead of in the garden. (The 
flowers on his wallpaper are in order, while the flowers in the garden are messy. 
He likes flowers in rows the best.) 

•	 Look at pages 4–5. The Ducks have to change their routine after meeting 
the Fox. What does it mean to change your routine? (to do things a different 
way than you usually do them) Why is it healthy for the Ducks to change their 
routine? (so they don’t get eaten) 

•	 Look at pages 6–7. What are two ways that King Lion falls in this story? (He 
loses his balance and falls on his head. His pride also falls because he goes from 
being well dressed to being covered in mud.) 

•	 Look at pages 8–9. Compare how the Crab and the Lobster look. (The crab 
looks afraid and sick, while the Lobster looks happy and excited.) How does 
the way the Crab feels change by the end of the story? (Even though he 
was scared by the boat ride, he ends up liking the fact that something exciting 
happened today.)

•	 Use the picture on page 10 to explain what is wrong with the Hen’s apple 
tree. (A Wolf is hiding in it.) What does the Wolf try to get the Hen to do? 
(come to the tree so he can eat her) How does the Hen trick the Wolf? (She 
tricks him into dropping the leaves that are hiding him.) What is the lesson of 
this story? (It is difficult to pretend to be something you are not.)

Theme:  
stories With  
a Moral

lINK TO COMMON CORe  
ReaDING sTaNDaRD FOR 
lITeRaTURe 3 (Grades K–2):  
Describe characters, settings, 
and major events in a story. 
With prompting and support, 
describe how characters in a 
story respond to major events 
and challenges.

ObJeCTIVe:
Children will use story details 
and pictures to discuss 
characters in fables and the 
actions the characters take.

MaTeRIals NeeDeD:
•	 Fables
•	 Paper
•	 Pencils
•	 Markers or crayons

VITal VOCabUlaRy:
•	 Risk
•	 Advice
•	 Reward
•	 Desire
•	 Flattery

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612379

DETECTIVE LARUE 
LETTERS FROM THE INVESTIGATION
By Mark Teague

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Display the front and back covers. Then read aloud the title. Ask: 

•	 Who is Detective LaRue? Give your reasons. (Detective LaRue is the white dog. 
He is doing detective work and is the only one who is on both covers.) 

•	 Is this story about a real detective? (no) How do you know? (Dogs can’t  
be detectives.)

•	 Compare the front and back covers. How are they alike? (They show the 
same dog at work.) How are they different? (The front cover is in black and 
white; the back cover is in color. The front cover shows two cats; the back cover 
shows a flyer with pictures of the same two cats. On the front cover, the dog has 
a pencil in his mouth; on the back cover, he has a donut in his mouth.) Why do 
you think the illustrator used so many details? (Possible answer: Interesting 
pictures make people want to read the book.)

2. Have students look at the title page. Ask:

•	 Describe what you see. (The dog that’s on the cover has chased two cats up a 
tree.) What do you think will happen next? (Answers will vary.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
25 min

After reading each section, have students use the text and illustrations to 
support their answers to your questions.

1. Read page 3. Ask:

•	 What problem does the article tell about? (Mrs. Hibbins’ cats are missing.)
What does Mrs. Hibbins think happened? (A dog named Ike LaRue stole the 
cats from her house.) What do you think happened? (Answers will vary.)

•	 What does Mrs. Hibbins mean by, “Ike has always had it in for my cats”? (He 
dislikes them and tries to cause trouble for them.)

2. Read pages 4–5 and discuss the illustrations. Ask:

•	 Who wrote the letter on page 4? (Ike) To whom did he write? (his owner, Mrs. 
LaRue) Why does Ike want Mrs. LaRue to think he’s in jail? (so she’ll feel sorry 
for him and come home)

•	 Why do you think the author shows two pictures on each page? (He shows 
what really happens in color. He shows Ike’s letter and the picture of what Ike’s 
imagining in black and white.)

Theme:  
It’s a Mystery

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 7 (Grades 3–5):  
Analyze and make 
connections between the 
text and visual elements, and 
explain how specific aspects of 
a text’s illustrations contribute 
to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will make 
connections between the  
text and the illustrations to 
help determine the events 
in a story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Detective LaRue: Letters 

from the Investigation
•	 Writing paper
•	 Pencil

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Suspicious
•	 Deception
•	 Suspect
•	 Burglary
•	 Innocent
•	 Heroism

Grades 3–5
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LINK TO COMMON CORE  
LITERATURE STANDARD 4 
(Grades K-2):  
Identify and describe how words 
and phrases in stories or poems 
that suggest feelings or appeal 
to the senses and supply rhythm 
and meaning in a story, poem, or 
a song. 

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text to explore 
what it means to treat others 
as you would have them treat 
you and will plan and dramatize 
skits to demonstrate their 
understanding.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Do	Unto	Otters:	A	Book	About	

Manners
•	 Chart paper
•	 Markers

VOCABULARY REVIEW:
•	 Appreciate
•	 Rehearsal
•	 Interrupt

DO UNTO OTTERS 
A Book ABout MAnners

1. Recite the saying, “Do	unto	others	as	you	would	have	others	do	unto	you.”	Ask: 

•	 What do these words mean? (Treat	others	as	you	want	to	be	treated.)

•	 Tell how this saying relates to having good manners. Quickly record the 
children’s ideas on chart paper. Explain that some people call this saying 
“The Golden Rule”.  The saying dates back thousands of years. 

2. Have children look at the cover and illustations. Read the title and author 
name aloud, Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners by Laurie Keller. Ask: 

•	 Do the words in the title remind you of the old saying? How? (Do	unto	
others)	How is the title different?  (the	word	“otter”	replaces	the	word	
“others”.)  Say:

•	 Sometimes when a word is purposely used in place of another word that 
sounds the same, it is called a	pun. A pun usually makes people chuckle 
because it’s silly.

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number the 
pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to follow 
the instructions below.

1. Read pages 2–19. On a sheet of chart paper write, “Do unto otters as you 
would have otters do unto to you.” Say: 

•	 In this book, we will learn many different ways in which Mr. Rabbit learns 
about how to treat others with good manners. All of these are things 
people can do, too. Let’s record them on our chart. We can also add 
information from our own experiences.

2. Tell children to think about what Mr. Rabbit might be feeling in each 
of the pictures on pages 2–8. Encourage children to call out words to 
describe how he feels, stopping periodically to record their thoughts on 
the chart paper. Ask: 

•	 Look at Mr. Rabbit on pages 2–3 hopping and singing through the forest. 
How might he be feeling? (happy,	carefree)

•	 Mr. Rabbit’s expression really changes on pages  4-5. What happens to 
make it change? (He	suddenly	sees	three	otters	and	gets	scared.)

By Laurie Keller

Grades K-2

Theme: 
Health and Wellness

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612389

Item Number: 612375

Grades 3–5

Theme:  
Sports (Nonfiction)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 1 
(Grades 3–5):  
Ask and answer questions 
and draw inferences to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring to quotes, 
details, and examples from 
the text as the basis for the 
answers and inferences.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will read details 
about Roberto Clemente’s life 
and learn why some people 
think he is a hero.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Clemente!
•	 World map or globe
•	 Baseball card, if available
•	 Poster board or card stock
•	 Ruler
•	 Scissors
•	 Markers

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Stats
•	 Average
•	 Sacrifice

CLEMENTE!
By Willie Perdomo

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the title and cover of the book. Ask:

•	 What do you think this book will be about? (a baseball player named 
Clemente)

•	 Do you think this story is real (nonfiction) or imaginary (fiction)? (real) How 
do you know? (The man looks like a real baseball player, the title states his 
name, and his autograph appears on the cover.)

2. Have students look at the back cover of the book. Ask:

•	 The back cover says that Clemente was “born to play the game.” What does 
this phrase mean? (He played baseball well from a young age, and continued 
to play better than most people.)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
illustrations to support their answers to your questions. 
1. Read pages 2–7. Ask:

•	 What number was on Roberto Clemente’s baseball jersey, or shirt? (21)

•	 The author uses Spanish words throughout the story. The phrase tu gente 
(too HEN tay) means “your people.” What word on page 5 rhymes with 
gente? (Clemente)

•	 How could a baseball glove be like a spider’s web? (Possible answer: A spider 
web is sticky and catches flies. A glove that is like a web could catch fly balls.)

2. Read pages 8–13. Ask:

•	 Why is the boy who is telling the story going to pick Clemente for Hero 
Day at school? (He was named after Clemente, and he knows a lot of facts and 
information about Clemente.)

•	 When and where was Clemente born? (August 18, 1934 in Puerto Rico)

•	 What did Clemente like to do from the time he was very young? (Possible 
answer: throw things)

•	 Some of Clemente’s stats are shown on page 12. What do you think stats 
are? (facts and information about a player that are shown using numbers)

3. Read pages 14–17. Ask:

•	 Where is there a statue honoring Roberto Clemente? (Hall of Fame)

•	 Who was Clemente speaking to when he spoke Spanish while celebrating 
the World Series? (his parents and his children) Why does he speak Spanish 
before saying anything in English? (He wants to speak to his family first 
because his family is important to him, and he is a good father and son.)
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Item Number: 612382

HOW A HOUSE 
IS BUILT
By Gail Gibbons

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is How a House Is Built. Use the title of the book and the 
picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about. (the steps 
it takes to build a house)

•	 Look at the back cover. What parts does a house have? (Possible answers: 
doors, windows, roof, walls, chimney) Why do we need houses? (Possible 
answers: so we have a place to live or sleep, to protect us)

2. Have children look at the cover and title page. Ask:

•	 What tools and materials do you see that are needed to build a house? 
(Possible answers: wood, glass, nails, hammer, screwdriver, saw, tape measure)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct children to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 3–6. Guide children to notice details about the houses 
pictured on these pages, especially the geometric shapes that appear in 
the houses. Ask:

•	 How are these houses the same? (They all have a door, windows, walls,  
and a roof.) 

•	 How are these houses different? (Possible answers: They were made with 
different materials. They are different shapes and sizes. They have different 
numbers of stories. Some have chimneys, and some don’t.) 

•	 What kinds of materials were used to make these houses? (wood, stone, 
adobe, cement, brick, glass)

•	 What shapes do you see in these pictures? (rectangles, triangles, squares,  
and circles)

2. Read pages 7–11. Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Use the text labels to identify the workers and equipment that are 
part of the building process. Ask: 

•	 What does the architect do? (An architect is responsible for the first step in 
building a house; an architect draws plans.) 

Theme:  
STEM

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 1 
(Grades K–2):  
Ask and answer such 
questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and how to 
demonstrate understanding of 
key details in a text.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use key details 
in the text and pictures to 
answer questions about how a 
house is built.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 How a House Is Built
•	 Construction paper
•	 Safety scissors
•	 Glue 
•	 Markers
•	 Ruler
•	 Cup
•	 Pencil

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Construction
•	 Materials
•	 Foundation
•	 Tools

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612394

Grades K–2

ALLIE’S BASKETBALL 
DREAM
By Barbara E. Barber

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is Allie’s Basketball Dream. Now use the title of the book 
and the picture on the cover to tell or predict what this book will be about. 
(a girl who wants to play basketball and dreams about being really good at it)

2. Have children look at the cover again and thumb through the pages. Say: 

•	 Does the picture on the cover show you that this book is about something 
that could really happen in real life (realistic fiction) or something that could 
never happen? Explain your reasons. (It’s realistic fiction. It shows a girl playing 
basketball, and girls play basketball in real life.)

3. Have children look at the title page. Ask: 

•	 What is the man carrying? (a gift) Who do you think it is for? (Possible answer: 
someone named Allie) What do you think it is? Why do you think that? 
(Possible answer: A basketball, because the book’s title has the word basketball 
in it and the box is big enough for a basketball.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
illustrations to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 4–7. Have children look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Ask:

•	 How does the picture on page 4 show how Allie feels about the gift from 
her father? (Allie is smiling in the picture and her eyes are open wide, so she 
must feel happy and excited.)

•	 Look at the picture of Allie on page 6. How can you tell that she likes 
basketball? (She is wearing a jacket with a basketball on it, she’s dribbling the 
ball, and she looks happy.)

2. Read pages 8–13. Discuss the illustrations with children. Ask:

•	 What do the boys do when Allie misses the basket? (laugh)

•	 What does Allie do after they laugh? (bounces and dribbles the ball)

•	 What happens when Allie’s friend Keisha holds up her hula hoop? (Allie 
shoots the basketball right through it.)

•	 Some words, such as pop or zip, make the sound that they stand for. Can you 
name a word like this from page 12? (zoom)

Theme:  
Like No One Else

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 1 (Grades K–2):  
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse 
partners about grade-
appropriate topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small 
and larger groups.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use picture and 
text clues to respond to the 
story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Allie’s Basketball Dream
•	 Basketball, playground 

ball, or small foam ball
•	 Hula hoop (optional)
•	 Large plastic garbage can 

or wastebasket

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Scanned
•	 Aimed
•	 Dribbled
•	 Sigh
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Item Number: 612377

NOTHING EVER  
HAPPENS ON  
90TH STREET
By Roni Schotter

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the front cover and back cover of the book. Ask:

•	 What is the girl holding in both pictures? (a pencil and notebook)

•	 What do you think the book will be about? (a girl who is writing a story about 
the street she lives on)

2. Have students preview the book by reading the title and looking at the 
pictures. Ask students if they think nothing ever happens on 90th Street. 
(Possible answer: There are a lot of people and a lot of action in the pictures. So, I 
think lots of things happen on 90th Street.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text 
and pictures to support their answers to your questions. Discuss details 
students learned about each character.

1. Read pages 2–5. Ask:

•	 What was Eva trying to do at the beginning of the story? (write a story) Why 
was she stumped? (She thought nothing happens on her street.) 

•	 To what did Mr. Sims compare the world and the people in it? (a play; the 
players, or actors) Why did he use that comparison? (He is an actor.)

•	 What was Mr. Sims’s advice to Eva? (to watch things carefully and to pay 
attention to details)

2. Read pages 6–9. Ask: 

•	 What advice did Mr. Morley give Eva? (Find new ways to describe things.) 

•	 How did she follow his advice? (She described his mousse in a new way.)

•	 Who is Alexis Leora? (a dancer) Use the pictures and the text to describe her. 
(graceful, thin, flexible, sad-looking) 

•	 What advice did she give Eva? (use her imagination, stretch the truth if she had 
to, ask “What if?”) 

Grades 3–5

Theme:  
Arts/Creative

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 3 (Grades 3–5):  
Describe characters, settings, 
or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details 
in the text, and explain how 
characters’ actions contribute 
to the sequence of events.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will determine how 
the actions of characters affect 
the sequence of events in  
the story.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Nothing Ever Happens on 

90th Street 
•	 Large drawing paper
•	 Markers and crayons

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Describe
•	 Details
•	 Imagine
•	 Idea
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Item Number: 612386

Grades K–2

Theme:  
Nonfiction (Space)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 2 (Grades K–2):  
Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text 
read aloud or information 
presented orally.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use a chart to 
record details about Neil 
Armstrong’s life. They will 
make connections between 
his life and their own 
experiences.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Take a Giant Leap, Neil 

Armstrong!
•	 Chart paper
•	 Markers

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 History
•	 Astronaut
•	 Relatives

TAKE A GIANT LEAP,  
NEIL ARMSTRONG!
By Peter and Connie Roop

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 Who is the book about? (Neil Armstrong) What do you think Neil is interested 
in? (flying, space)

2. Then direct attention to the Table of Contents. Read the chapter titles. Ask: 
Do you still have the same prediction about Neil’s interests? Why or why not? 
(Yes, because some of the chapters are about planes and flying.)

During Reading 
20 min

1. Read the Introduction on pages 1–2. Have children follow along as you 
read aloud. Ask:

•	 What is Neil Armstrong famous for? (He was the first person to walk on the 
moon.) Say: Let’s make a chart to show what we learned about Neil. Ask: 
What do we know so far? Fill in responses on a chart. Then have the children 
use a show of hands to show how many of them do and don’t share some of 
Neil’s interests and experiences.

NEIL AND uS

What did Neil do and like 
as a boy?

Do we do and like the same things?

yes No

wanted to go to the moon

moved many times

liked to read

loved airplanes

worked hard

2. Read Chapter 1, pages 3–7. Ask: 

•	 Where Neil was born? (on his grandparent’s farm)

•	 How was life different when Neil was born from how it is today? (The family 
had no phone. Neil was born at home. Most babies today are born in hospitals.)

3. Reread the paragraph on page 5 that begins, “Grandma cleaned the  
baby.” Ask: 

•	 What do the authors mean by, “Grandma Korspeter certainly had no idea 
where her grandson would be going one day!”? (Grandma Korspeter had no 
idea that Neil would go to the moon.)
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Item Number: 612372

GERMS MAKE 
ME SICK!
By Melvin Berger

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 What is happening in the picture? (The girl looks sick. She has a red nose and 
is coughing, and that is spreading germs.)

2. Have students look at the second title page (page 3). Ask:

•	 Where are the germs in this picture? (above the bed) 

•	 What is funny about this picture? (Germs are not large creatures that look like 
monsters with arms and scary faces. Also, germs and cats can’t talk, and the 
moon doesn’t have a face.) 

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 4–9. Ask:

•	 What are germs? (tiny living things) Which kinds of germs can make you sick? 
(bacteria and viruses)

•	 What are the children reacting to in the picture on page 6? (The children are 
imagining how small germs must be for one thousand to fit on a pencil.)

•	 How many shapes of bacteria do you see on page 7? (3) How many shapes 
of viruses are there? (4) When you sneeze into a tissue, why don’t you see 
these shapes? (Germs are too tiny to see with your eyes alone.) 

•	 Why does the woman in the picture on page 8 say the child should wash 
his hands? (Germs can be everywhere. The boy can wash his hands to get rid of 
germs that might be on his skin, on the cart, or in the air around him.)

•	 What is funny about the picture on page 9? (The boy is imagining that he is a 
knight fighting off germs with a sword.)

2. Read pages 10–13. Ask: 

•	 How does your nose protect your body from germs? (The hairs in your nose 
catch germs and push them out of your body.)

•	 How can another person’s germs get inside your body? (When someone 
sneezes, you can breathe in his or her germs. If you share a straw, the other 
person’s germs can get in your stomach.) 

•	 Why don’t you get sick every time germs get into your body? (Your body has 
ways to fight the germs.)

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 7 
(Grades 3–5):  
Interpret illustrations and 
information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively (e.g., 
in charts, graphs, diagrams, 
or time lines), and explain 
how the illustrations and 
information, along with the 
words in a text, contribute to 
an understanding of the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use text and 
illustrations to explain how we 
get sick and fights germs.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Germs Make Me Sick!
•	 Construction paper 
•	 Markers or crayons
•	 Stapler or brads

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Germs
•	 Bacteria
•	 Viruses

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612368

Theme:  
STEM

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 3 
(Grades 3–5):  
Explain the relationships or 
interactions between two 
or more individuals, events, 
ideas, or concepts in a text, 
including what happened 
and why, based on specific 
information in the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will identify the 
sequence of events in 
processes of nature.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 From Seed to Plant
•	 Poster board or drawing 

paper
•	 Pencils or pens
•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Stamen
•	 Stigma
•	 Pistil
•	 Sepal
•	 Ovule
•	 Germination

Grades 3–5

FROM SEED 
TO PLANT
By Gail Gibbons

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 Why do you think parts of plants grow below ground, while other parts 
grow above ground? (Answers will vary. Possible answer: Plants need sunlight 
above ground, and they need things from below ground in the soil.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

2. Have students look at the title page and preview the pictures. Ask: 

•	 What objects are shown on the title page? (seed packet, daisy plant, shovel 
with dirt)

•	 Use the title and pictures to predict what you will learn about. (how plants 
grow from seeds)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 2–5. Point out the labels the illustrator has included to give 
more information about the illustrations. Say:

•	 Look at the pictures on pages 4–5. Identify seeds you recognize. (Possible 
answers: acorn, sunflower seed, corn kernel, pea, dandelion seed)

2. Read pages 6–13. Ask:

•	 What happens first to make a seed grow? (A grain of pollen from the stamen 
lands on the stigma at the top of the same kind of flower the pollen came from.) 
What is this act called? (pollination)

•	 Look at the picture on page 9. What process is shown? (pollination) How is 
this process happening? (Wind blows pollen from one flower to another.)

•	 Look at the pictures on page 11. How is pollination happening? (Pollen on 
the bee’s and the bird’s body is coming off onto the pistil of the flower.)

•	 Look at the text and picture on page 13. How is a pod similar to a fruit? 
(They protect seeds.)
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Item Number: 612353

Grades 3–5

THE LIFE AND TIMES  
OF THE PEANUT
By Charles Micucci

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title. Ask:

•	 What food do you see on the cover? (peanuts)

•	 Use the pictures to predict what this book will be about. (how peanuts are 
grown; the different ways peanuts are used; ways that people enjoy peanuts)

•	 Which pictures on the cover show things that could not really happen? 
(Peanuts can’t sail a boat or play music. A globe can’t pull a wagon.)

2. Preview the book features with students. Say:

•	 Look at the title page. What does the picture on this page show about how 
peanuts grow? (Peanuts grow underground. The green part of the plant grows 
above ground and has flowers.)

•	 Look at the Table of Contents page. How many sections does this book 
have? (14) What do most of the section titles have in common? (The word 
peanut or nut appears in almost every section title.)

•	 Flip through the pages of the book. What do you notice about how most of 
the text appears? (Most of the text is captions or labels for the pictures.)

During Reading 
25 min

As you read the book, use the pictures and text labels to help students 
summarize the information about how peanuts are grown, harvested, and 
used to make a variety of products.

1. Read pages 4–7. Ask:

•	 Who first grew peanuts? (South American Indians) How long ago? (about 
5,000 years) 

•	 How did peanuts reach other parts of the world? (Spanish and Portuguese 
explorers shipped them to Asia, Europe, and Africa.) 

•	 Is the peanut a nut? Explain. (No, it’s a legume.) What are three characteristics 
of a legume? (flowering plant, produces seeds in pods, has nodules on roots) 

•	 Does a peanut grow above the ground or below ground? (below ground)

2. Skim and summarize pages 8–13 with students. 

•	 Ask a volunteer to use the illustrations and text on pages 10–11 to 
summarize the sequence of a peanut plant’s growth. (First, a bud grows 
from a peanut seed. Then the plant grows leaflets and yellow flowers. Next, the 
flowers die and send a shoot, called a peg, into the ground. The peg grows under 
the ground as the outer shell hardens. A peanut is ready to harvest about five 
months after the seed was planted.) 

Theme:  
STEM

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 2 
(Grades 3–5):  
Determine the main ideas of 
a text, and explain how they 
are supported by key details; 
summarize the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use pictures and 
text to summarize information 
about the growth, history, and 
uses of peanuts.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Life and Times of the 

Peanut
•	 Writing paper
•	 Index cards

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Peanut
•	 Legume
•	 Crop
•	 Harvest
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The Rough-Face Girl Fiction 0-545-49436-2  $24.99 

Amelia and Eleanor Go 
for a Ride

Informational 0-545-49353-6 $19.99

If I Ran for President Informational 0-545-49355-2 $19.99

Stellaluna Informational 0-545-49354-4 $19.99

Dancing with the 
Indians

Historical Fiction 0-545-49433-8  $24.99 

The Extraordinary 
Mark Twain (According 
to Susy)

Biography 0-545-49432-X  $24.99 

When Marian Sang Biography 0-545-49431-1  $24.99 

I Will Never Not Eat a 
Tomato

Fiction 0-545-49422-2  $24.99 

What Makes You Cough, 
Sneeze, Burp, Hiccup, 
Yawn, Sweat, and Shiver?

Informational 0-545-49423-0  $24.99 

You Can't See Your 
Bones with Binoculars

Informational 0-545-49421-4  $24.99 

Burp! Informational 0-545-49437-0  $24.99 

Daniel Hale Williams Biography 0-545-49438-9  $24.99 

You Can't Taste a Pickle 
With Your Ear

Informational 0-545-49439-7  $24.99 

Dangerous Creature 
Records

Informational 0-545-49441-9  $24.99 

Manfish: The Story of 
Jacques Cousteau

Biography 0-545-49443-5  $24.99 

Tyrannosaurus Rex Informational 0-545-49442-7  $24.99 

Stegosaurus Informational 0-545-49424-9  $24.99 

The Life and Times of 
the Peanut

Informational 0-545-49425-7  $24.99 

Who Eats What? Informational 0-545-49426-5  $24.99 

Item Number: 612366

The hunTerman 
and The CroCodile
By Baba Wagué Diakité

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say: 

•	 Point to the hunterman and the crocodiles in the cover picture. Do you 
think this story could really happen? (Possible answer: No, the sun has a face 
like a person and the crocodiles are walking on their feet like people do.)

•	 Use the title of the book and the picture on the cover to predict what this 
book will be about. (Possible answer: a hunter who captures crocodiles)

note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.  

During Reading 
25 min

1. read pages 4–9. have students look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. ask: 

•	 Why are Bamba the Crocodile and his family traveling away from home? 
(They took a pilgrimage to Mecca.) What problem did they face on their 
journey? (They ran out of food and water and became tired and hungry.)

•	 What does Bamba the Crocodile mean when he says that good intentions 
brought his family far from the river? (Possible answers: They were traveling 
peacefully. They did not plan to hurt anyone.) What does Bamba ask Donso 
the Hunterman to do? (help his family return to the water) Why does Donso 
think it is a bad idea to trust the crocodiles? (They are known for biting people 
in the river. He doesn’t want to risk getting bitten.)

•	 Why does Donso finally agree to carry the crocodiles home? (Bamba 
promises that he will not hurt Donso.)

2. read pages 10–13. Suggest that students pay attention to how the 
characters are drawn in the pictures to see how the relationship between 
the characters changes during different parts of the story. Say:

•	 Use the pictures and text on pages 10–11 to explain how Donso returns the 
crocodile family to the river. (He ties them together with rope and stacks them 
on his head.) Do you think Donso is doing the right thing by trusting and 
helping the crocodiles? (Possible answers: No, crocodiles are known to bite 
people and probably can’t be trusted to keep the promises they make. Yes, the 
crocodiles will be so happy to be home that they will not harm Donso.)

Theme:  
amazing animals

linK To Common Core  
readinG STandard For 
liTeraTure 2 (Grades 3–5):  
Recount a story, determine the 
central message, and explain 
how that message is conveyed 
through key details in the 
text, including how characters 
respond to challenges.

oBJeCTiVe:
Students will use story details 
to identify the lesson taught 
by a traditional folktale.

maTerialS needed:
•	 The Hunterman and the 

Crocodile
•	 Paper
•	 Crayons or markers

ViTal VoCaBularY:
•	 Intentions
•	 Interfere
•	 Consideration
•	 Intervene
•	 Sympathy
•	 Predicament
•	 Fortune

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612349

What to Do 
about alice?
By Barbara Kerley

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have students look at the front and back covers of the book, and read the 
title aloud. Say: Use the title and the picture on the cover to tell what kind of 
girl Alice is. (She looks fun and adventurous.) 

Note: this book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.  

2. have students look at the title page. Point out that the text on the back 
cover is also the subtitle of the book. ask: 

•	 What new information does the subtitle give you? (It explains in more detail 
what the biography will be about—the life of Alice Roosevelt.)

•	 Which rules do you predict Alice will break and how will she charm the 
world? (Possible answer: She might break rules about how a president’s 
daughter should behave.)

During Reading 
25 min

after reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 3–5. then ask: 

•	 Describe some of Theodore Roosevelt’s accomplishments. (led the Rough 
Riders; captured a grizzly bear and outlaws; worked as a state governor and 
United States vice president)

•	 What does “eating up the world” mean? (The text says Alice was “hungry to go 
places.” It could mean she wanted to have all kinds of experiences.)

2. Point out the words in quotes and large type on pages 5–7. ask: 

•	 Why are these words in different type? What does using larger and 
decorative type tell you about these words? (Possible answer: Some of the 
words are words that Alice and her father said. Some are important ideas that 
the author wants readers to notice.)

3. Read pages 6–21. Say: 

•	 Use the text and pictures to describe Alice’s early years, her character, and 
actions. (Possible answers: She is happy and full of energy. She doesn’t want 
people feeling sorry for her. She travels with her father and has adventures. She 
likes reading and trying new things.)

Theme:  
Dealing With 
change

liNK to coMMoN coRe  
ReaDiNG StaNDaRD FoR 
iNFoRMatioNal teXt 7 
(Grades 3–5):  
Interpret illustrations and 
information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively (e.g., 
in charts, graphs, diagrams, 
or time lines), and explain 
how the illustrations and 
information, along with the 
words in a text, contribute to 
an understanding of the text.

obJectiVe:
Students will explain how 
illustrations provide a fuller 
picture of a biography subject.

MateRialS NeeDeD:
•	 What To Do About Alice?
•	 Paper
•	 Pencils or pens
•	 Crayons and markers

Vital VocabulaRY:
•	 Cautious
•	 Unruly
•	 Ambassador

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612360

FRIDA
By Jonah Winter

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and ask a volunteer to read 
the title and the author’s and illustrator’s names aloud. Say: 

•	 Use the title of the book and the illustration on the cover to tell or predict 
what this book will be about. (a girl named Frida; an artist; a painter)

•	 Do you think this is a story about a real or an imaginary girl? (Answers will 
vary.) Explain that this is a biography, the real or nonfiction story about an 
artist named Frida. 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Have students look at the title page. Ask: 

•	 What is unusual about the sun in this illustration? (It has a face.)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
illustrations to support the answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 3–7. Ask:

•	 How is Frida pictured entering the world on page 3? (sleeping on a dragon) 
Why do you think the illustrator drew Frida to look like this? (Possible answer: 
to show she is unusual or different)

•	 What do you think the words mean on page 4? (that Frida was born and lives 
in Mexico)

•	 Look at the illustrations on page 4–5. Does this look like a real or imaginary 
place? (imaginary) Why do you think the illustrator drew Frida’s town to look 
like this? (Possible answer: to show how Frida imagines her town looks)

•	 What does Frida’s father teach her to do? (use a paintbrush)

•	 How does Frida often feel, even though she has five sisters? (lonely)

2. Read pages 8–13. Ask:

•	 What is the name of Frida’s imaginary friend? (Frida)

•	 What happens to Frida? (She gets sick and can’t use one of her legs. She has to 
stay in bed for months.) 

•	 What does Frida do to help herself feel better? (teaches herself to draw)

•	 What does Frida’s father teach her to do? (paint on photographs)

Theme:  
Nonfiction (Eye of 
the Artist)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 2 
(Grades 3–5):  
Determine the main ideas of 
a text, and explain how they 
are supported by key details; 
summarize the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will describe key 
events from the life of artist 
Frida Kahlo.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Frida
•	 Paintbrushes
•	 Paint (washable)
•	 Drawing paper
•	 Pencils

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Imaginary
•	 Imitates
•	 Miracle

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612343 

THE ROUGH-FACE 
GIRL
By Rafe Martin

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say: 
The title of this book is The Rough-Face Girl. Look at the cover. Use the title and 
the cover to predict what the book might be about. (Possible answer: It will be 
about an Indian girl who might have been in some kind of accident that makes 
her embarrassed about how she looks.) What clues did you use to make this 
prediction? (The girl is wearing a feather in her hair. The title says that her skin 
might be rough, and she has bandages on her hands.)

2. Direct attention to the Author’s Note on page 2 and read it aloud. Ask: 
What tale does the author say Rough-Face Girl is similar to? (Cinderella) 

3. Review what students know about Cinderella. Ask: Who knows the story 
of Cinderella? Who is the main character? (a young girl named Cinderella) What 
problem does she have? (Her stepsisters are mean to her. She has to do lots of hard 
work and does not have any fun.) How does she solve her problem? (She meets a 
handsome prince and marries him.) What other events do you remember from 
the story? (Possible answer: She meets a fairy godmother who helps her dress up for 
a fancy party.)

During Reading 
25 min

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

1. Read pages 3–5. Ask:

•	 What is the setting? (an Indian village near Lake Ontario a long time ago)

Point out where you are located on a map. Show where Lake Ontario is. Explain that this area 
was the home of some Native American communities long ago. 

•	 What does invisible mean? (something no one can see) What clue does the 
author provide to the meaning of the word? (“No one could see him…”)

•	 Find the picture of a wigwam. (page 3) What is a wigwam? (a Native 
American home)

2. Read pages 6–9. Ask:

•	 How do the older sisters treat the youngest sister? (They are mean and call 
her names.) 

Theme:  
Bullying

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 9 (Grades 3–5):  
Compare the themes, settings, 
characters, and plots of 
traditional literature of the 
same genre from different 
cultures.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will contrast similar 
versions of stories from two 
different cultures.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Rough-Face Girl
•	 Map of North America 

(optional)
•	 Cinderella picture book 

(optional)
•	 Drawing paper
•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Wigwam
•	 Invisible
•	 Scarred
•	 Haughtily

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612352

WHO EATS WHAT?
By Patricia Lauber

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the title and the cover of the book. Ask:

•	 What do you think this book will be about? (food or eating)

•	 What does the illustration on the cover show? (a small fish about to be eaten 
by a bigger fish, which is about to be eaten by an even bigger fish) What do you 
think the author wants you to understand about this picture? (Answers will 
vary. Possible answer: Bigger animals eat smaller animals.)

2. Have students look at the first title page. Say:

•	 Look at the picture of the fox, the rabbit, and the lettuce. How do you think 
they are connected? (Possible answer: The rabbit eats the lettuce, and the fox 
eats the rabbit.)

During Reading 
25 min

1. Read pages 4–7. Introduce students to the term food chain and discuss 
how the parts of a food chain can be shown in a diagram. Ask:

•	 How does the illustration on pages 6–7 visually explain what a food chain 
is? (The pictures show the plants and animals in a food chain, and the arrows 
show what each animal eats.)

•	 What do the animals at the top of a food chain have in common? (These 
animals are the last eaters. No one eats these animals.) 

2. Read pages 8–11. Ask:

•	 Where are people located in a food chain? Why? (People are at the top of a 
food chain because we are the last eaters.) 

•	 Look at the diagram on page 9. Why is there an arrow pointing from the 
grass to the cow? (to show that the cow eats the grass) Why is there an arrow 
pointing from the cow to the boy? (to show that the boy drinks the cow’s milk)

•	 What details does the author give to show why people need to eat? (We 
need to eat food because that’s how our bodies get fuel. Food keeps us alive. 
Food gives us energy.) 

•	 What do people and animals have in common when it comes to food? 
(People and animals must find or catch food, which they need to eat for energy.)

3. Read pages 12–19. Discuss food chains that involve plants and animals on 
land. Ask: 

•	 What is true about green plants in all food chains? (All food chains begin with 
green plants.) 

•	 What are two things that make green plants unlike any other living  
things? (Green plants can make their own food. They do not need to eat 
something else.) 

Theme:  
STEM

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 7 
(Grades 3–5):  
Interpret illustrations and 
information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively (e.g., 
in charts, graphs, diagrams, 
or time lines), and explain 
how the illustrations and 
information, along with the 
words in a text, contribute to 
an understanding of the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use diagrams in 
the text to explain how plants, 
animals, and people are 
connected in food chains and 
food webs.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Who Eats What?
•	 Construction paper or 

butcher paper
•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Food chain
•	 Food web
•	 Energy

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612361

Grades 3–5

Theme:  
Taking 
Responsibility

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
LANGUAGE STANDARD 4 
(Grades 3–5):  
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown or 
multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade-
appropriate reading and 
content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will learn the 
vocabulary associated with 
political campaigns and 
elections.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 If I Ran for President 
•	 Craft paper
•	 Pencils
•	 Markers and crayons
•	 Scissors
•	 Tape or glue

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Candidate
•	 Campaign
•	 Election

IF I RAN FOR 
PRESIDENT
By Catherine Stier

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title. Ask: 

What do you think is going on in this scene? (Possible answer: The boy is running 
for president. He is giving a speech, which is being shot by television cameras. People 
in the crowd are smiling and holding up signs to support him. Maybe he won the 
election, because he is smiling and there are balloons and confetti.)

2. Have students look at the title page. Explain that the book has six different 
narrators—each shown on the title page. Each narrator tells what he or she 
would do during a presidential campaign. Ask: What is the same about each 
child? (Each child’s picture is in a frame. Each child is smiling and wearing the 
same outfit.) Why do you think the author and illustrator made each child look 
different from all of the others? (to show that anyone should be able to run for 
president—whether they are male or female, and no matter what the color of their 
skin is) 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read the introduction on page 3. Ask:

•	 What qualifications must a presidential candidate have? (He or she must be 
thirty-five years old, must be a citizen who was born in the United States, and 
must have lived in the United States for at least fourteen years.)

•	 What does a candidate need from the electors in order to win the 
presidential or vice-presidential election? (Electors cast votes called electoral 
votes. The candidate with 270 or more electoral votes wins.)

2. Read pages 4–9. Encourage students to look at the picture details as they 
read. Ask: 

•	 Why would it be important for a prospective candidate to think long and 
hard before running for president? (It is a very important and difficult job. 
Presidents need to work very hard, and they need a lot of people to help and 
support them.)

•	 What does it mean to declare your candidacy for president of the United 
States? (to announce that you are interested in the job)
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Item Number: 612348

WHEN MARIAN 
SANG
By Pam Muñoz Ryan

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Show students the front and back covers of the book and have a volunteer 
read the title aloud. Ask: 

•	 Is there anything you see on either the front or back covers that makes you 
want to read this book? Tell why or why not. (Answers will vary.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Have students look at the first three pages of the book, before the title 
page. Ask: What places do you see in the illustrations? (The first picture shows 
the inside of a fancy theater. This is an illustration of the old Metropolitan Opera 
House in New York City. There are seats and the curtains are closed. In the picture on 
the next page, the curtains are open and the audience is watching what’s happening 
on the stage. The set on the stage shows apartment buildings, and there are people 
walking on the stage.) Who is singing in one of the windows? (a girl—maybe 
young Marian)

During Reading 
25 min

1. Read pages 2–5. Ask: 

•	 Use the illustrations to describe how Marian looked when she sang. (Possible 
answers: calm, peaceful, eyes closed)

•	 How did people react to Marian’s singing? (Possible answers: They wanted to 
hear her sing; they said she had a gift)

2. Read pages 6–11. Ask: 

•	 Look at the picture on page 7. What do you see next to Marian’s shoulders? 
(the back of a chair) Why did Marian have to stand on a chair when she sang 
in the People’s Chorus? (so people in the back could see her)

•	 Use the text and illustration on pages 10–11 to describe how Marian felt 
when she was turned away from the school. (sick in her stomach, broken in 
her heart)

3. Read pages 12–15. Ask:

•	 What type of performance did Marian see that inspired her? (opera)

Theme:  
Arts/Creative/
Music

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 2 
(Grades 3–5):  
Determine the main ideas of 
a text, and explain how they 
are supported by key details; 
summarize the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use the text and 
illustrations to describe Marian 
Anderson’s musical career, 
including her historic 1939 
performance at the Lincoln 
Memorial.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 When Marian Sang
•	 Recording of Marian 

Anderson singing 
(optional)

•	 Paper
•	 Pencils

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Distinct
•	 Opera
•	 Segregated

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612357

Grades 3–5

YOU CAN’T SEE  
YOUR BONES WITH 
BINOCULARS
By Harriet Ziefert

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Introduce the book You Can’t See Your Bones with Binoculars: A Guide to 
Your 206 Bones. Ask:

•	 What is happening in the illustration on the cover? (The illustration is 
showing what the title means: A girl is using binoculars to see a boy’s hurt knee.)  

•	 Does it make sense to use binoculars? (No, we use binoculars to see things  
far away.)

2. Sing or chant the words to the song “Dem Bones” with students.

Dem Bones  
by James Weldon Johnson

The toe bone is connected to the heel bone,

The heel bone is connected to the foot bone, 

The foot bone is connected to the leg bone,

The leg bone is connected to the knee bone,

The knee bone is connected to the thighbone,

The thighbone is connected to the backbone,

The backbone is connected to the neck bone,

The neck bone is connected to the head bone.

During Reading 
25 min

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the second title page) to make it 
easier to follow the instructions below.

1. Read pages 2–5. Ask:

•	 What kind of tool can see through our bones? (X ray) What does the picture 
on page 2 show? (how human bones look on X ray)

•	 Why is your skull important? (It protects the brain.)

•	 Look at page 4. What do you notice about the girl’s neck? (It shows an X ray 
of her neck.) Why is her neck shown like this? (to show the bones for the body 
part that this page is about)

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 1 
(Grades 3–5):  
Ask and answer questions 
and draw inferences to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring to quotes, 
details, and examples from 
the text as the basis for the 
answers and inferences.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will answer and ask 
questions using both text and 
illustrations in the book.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 You Can’t See Your Bones 

with Binoculars
•	 Words for “Dem Dry 

Bones” on chart paper
•	 Markers or pencils

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Protect
•	 Skull
•	 Vertebra
•	 Muscle
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Item Number: 612341

Grades 3–5

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
WRITING STANDARD 3.d 
(Grades 3–5):  
Use concrete words and 
phrases and sensory details 
to convey experiences and 
events precisely.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use sensory 
details to write a description 
of a familiar place.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 You Can’t Taste a Pickle with 

Your Ear
•	 Chart and writing paper 
•	 Glass of water (optional)
•	 Pencil or other object to 

place in water (optional)

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Senses
•	 Smell
•	 Sight
•	 Hearing
•	 Touch
•	 Taste

yOu CAN’T TASTE  
A PICKLE WITH  
yOuR EAR
By Harriet Ziefert

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have children look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:

•	 The title of this book is You Can’t Taste a Pickle with Your Ear. Why is this true? 
(You use your ear to hear. You can’t use your ear to taste. You use your mouth 
and tongue to taste.) Read the entire book cover. What will this book be 
about? (the five senses)

•	 Ask: What are the five senses? (sight, smell, hearing, taste, touch)

•	 Begin a sensory chart by writing the five senses in a row on the board or 
on chart paper. Invite volunteers to share words that relate to each of the 
five senses. List the words under the appropriate sense. (for example: taste: 
mouth, tongue, food, sweet, salty)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the Contents page) to make it easier 
to follow the instructions below. 

2. Leaf through the pages in the first few chapters, and discuss how each 
chapter is organized. Say: Each chapter follows the same format. First, we 
will read some information about one of the five senses. Then we will read 
some short, fun poems. Listen for specific words that relate to your senses. 
The chapter ends with some questions to help us think about how we use our 
senses every day.

During Reading 
25 min

For each chapter, ask students to identify words about the senses used in 
the poems and add them to the sensory chart you started above.

1. Read page 2. Point to the sensory chart. Ask:

•	 Which part of your body matches each of your senses? (sight: eyes; smell: 
nose; hearing: ears; taste: mouth or tongue; touch: hands or skin) Invite 
volunteers to add a simple drawing next to each heading on the chart.

•	 How do our senses help us? (Our senses tell us about the world around us.)
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1. Invite students to examine the cover of Tyrannosaurus Rex and encourage 

comments about their observations.

2. Title a sheet of chart paper with the heading “Tyrannosaurus Rex Word Wall.” 
Review the table of contents and read the headings together. On the facing page, 
read the caption above the Tyrannosaurus rex illustration. On the word wall, list 
the word fierce. Ask students to add any other words related to Tyrannosaurus rex 
that they know. (For example, the table of contents states that the dinosaur was a 
“flesh-eating giant.”) Tell students that they will add more ideas to the word wall as 
they read.  

Tyrannosaurus Rex Word Wall

Flesh-eating

Fearsome predator

King of tyrant lizards

1. Read page 46. Involve students in a discussion about the name Tyrannosaurus 
rex. (It means king of the tyrant lizards, and this dinosaur was very big and scary.) 

•	 When did Tyrannosaurus rex live? (about 68 million to 65 million years ago) 

•	 What does theropod mean? (meat eater)

2. Read pages 7–11. Ask:

•	 How much did Tyrannosaurus rex weigh? (14,000 pounds)  

•	 When Tyrannosaurus rex stood up, how tall was it? (18 feet high, as tall as 
a giraffe)

3. Read pages 12–13. Ask:

•	 Discuss Tyrannosaurus rex’s senses. (It had good senses of sight and 
hearing, and an excellent sense of smell.)

•	 What is Tyrannosaurus rex best known for? (for its large mouth and teeth)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
INFORMATIONAL STANDARD 1   
(Grades 3-5):
Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, refer to details and 
examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says 
explicitly, and when drawing 
inferences from the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use the text 
to answer questions about 
Tyrannosaurus rex’s size  
and senses.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Tyrannosaurus Rex
•	 Index Cards
•	 Modeling clay
•	 Rolling pin
•	 Cereal boxes
•	 Waxed paper
•	 Plastic utensils
•	 Craft sticks and toothpicks
•	 Paper
•	 Markers

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Tyrant  
•	 Serrated
•	 Theropod  
•	 Impressive  
•	 Dagger  
•	 Predator

TyRANNOSAuRuS 
REx 
By Elaine Landau

Item Number: 612328

Theme: STEM

Grades 3-5

Before Reading
5 min

During Reading
20 min

Item Number: 612365

John PhiliP Duck
By Patricia Polacco

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have students look at the picture on the front and back covers of the book 
and read the title aloud. Say: 

•	 John Philip Sousa was a famous American composer who is best known 
for writing marches, or songs that bands play while marching and moving 
together. Use the title and the picture to tell or predict what this book will 
be about. (Possible answer: a duck who learns how to march to music)

note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.  

2. have students look at the title page and the illustration on page 2. Ask:

•	 What do you see on this page? (a man and a boy waving at a man who works 
at a hotel) Where do you predict that this story will take place? (a hotel)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 3–8. have students think about the details that describe the 
characters as you read aloud. Ask: 

•	 How do Edward and his father help their family? (They work at a hotel in 
Memphis during the week to make money because times are hard.)

•	 Look at the picture on pages 5–6. Use the picture to tell how Edward feels 
about listening to the band marches by John Philip Sousa on the radio. (He 
loves it because he is smiling and dancing with his arms out when he hears it.) 
What is Edward’s dream? (to wear a uniform with shiny brass buttons)

•	 Use the text and pictures on pages 7–8 to tell what Edward notices about 
wild ducks. (They fly in a perfect V shape and look like they are following a 
leader.) What is Edward’s secret wish? (to touch and get close to a real duck)

2. Read pages 9–18. have students look at the picture details as you read 
aloud. Ask:

•	 What does Edward do when he finds a duckling in the bullrushes? (He looks 
for its mother and puts it in his shirt to keep it warm.)

•	 What problem does Edward face when he decides to keep the duckling? 
(He needs to take care of it to make sure it survives, but he can’t let the hotel 
manager know that he has brought a duck into the hotel.) How does Edward 
think he can solve the problem? (He thinks that the hotel cook will let him 
keep the duck in a box next to the stove to stay warm.) 

Theme:  
Amazing Animals

link To coMMon coRE  
READinG STAnDARD FoR 
liTERATuRE 3 (Grades 3–5):  
Describe characters, settings, 
or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details 
in the text, and explain how 
characters’ actions contribute 
to the sequence of events.

oBJEcTiVE:
Students will use story details 
to describe a character’s 
actions and motivations.

MATERiAlS nEEDED:
•	 John Philip Duck
•	 Recording of a Sousa 

march, such as “Stars and 
Stripes Forever” 

•	 Music player
•	 Construction paper
•	 Drawing paper
•	 Markers and crayons

ViTAl VocABulARY:
•	 Formation
•	 March
•	 Decoy

Grades 3–5

Scholastic_LFP_JohnPhilipDuck.indd   1 4/11/12   5:20 PM

Item Number: 612350

The GreaT 
KapoK Tree
By Lynne Cherry

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. ask: 

•	 How many different kinds of animals do you see on the cover? (Answers 
will vary.) Why do you think all of these animals are shown near the tree? 
(Possible answers: They live in the tree or around the tree; they depend on the 
tree for shade, shelter, or food.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Discuss the letter and the map on the pages before the title page. ask:

•	 Why did the author include a letter to readers on the very first page of the 
book? (She wants readers to know why she wrote the book; she wants them to 
keep the rain forest animals and plants in mind as they read; she wants readers 
to take action and protect the temperate rain forest in the United States, too.)

•	 What do you notice about the locations of rain forests around the world? 
(Most rain forests are located near the Equator.)

•	 What does the diagram to the right of the map show? (which types of 
animals live in each layer of the rain forest)

During Reading 
25 min

after reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. read pages 3–5. ask: 

•	 What is the man with the ax doing in the rain forest? (He is trying to chop 
down the great Kapok tree.) 

•	 What happens when he grows tired? (The forest noises lull him to sleep.)

2. read pages 6–15. as you read these pages and pages from future sections, 
flip back and have students use the map border and diagram before 
the title page to identify in which layer of the rain forest each creature 
mentioned lives. Say: 

•	 Point to the boa constrictor on pages 6–7. How many other snakes do you 
see in the picture? (2)

•	 Point to the bee on pages 8–9. Why is the Kapok tree important to the bee? 
(The bee’s hive is in the Kapok tree.) 

Theme:  
Dealing With 
Change

LINK To CoMMoN Core  
reaDING STaNDarD For 
LITeraTUre 2 (Grades 3–5):  
Recount a story, determine the 
central message, and explain 
how that message is conveyed 
through key details in the 
text, including how characters 
respond to challenges.

oBJeCTIVe:
Students will use text and 
pictures to identify the lesson 
taught by a folk tale.

MaTerIaLS NeeDeD:
•	 The Great Kapok Tree
•	 Poster board
•	 Construction paper
•	 Crayons and markers
•	 Scissors
•	 Tape or glue
•	 Yarn, buttons, chenille 

stems, craft materials

VITaL VoCaBULarY:
•	 Pollinate
•	 Canopy
•	 Understory

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612359

DUKE ELLINGTON
By Andrea Davis Pinkney

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Show students the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 What does the title of this book tell you? (The book is about Duke Ellington, 
the man on the cover who is playing the piano.) 

•	 Why do you think the silver circle and the black triangle are on the cover? 
(The book has won two awards: the Caldecott Award is given to the illustrator, 
for best picture book [illustrations]. The Coretta Scott King Award is given to 
African American authors and illustrators for outstanding educational and 
inspirational achievement.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
illustrations to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 2–5. Ask:

•	 What name did Edward Kennedy Ellington prefer to be called? (Duke)

•	 What did Duke call the music he had to practice? (umpy-dump)

•	 What is the name of the music Duke heard later that made umpy-dump 
sound much better? (ragtime)

•	 Why did Duke start playing the piano again? (He wanted to play ragtime.)

2. Read pages 6–9. Ask:

•	 Use the illustrations on pages 6–7 to describe how people reacted to Duke’s 
music. (Possible answer: They loved listening to Duke play. The people are 
smiling and giving Duke their full attention.)

•	 Where did Duke and his band go when they left Washington, D.C.? 
(New York City) 

3. Read pages 10–13. Ask:

•	 Where did Duke and his band play in 1927? (the Cotton Club)

•	 Use the text and illustrations to describe the Cotton Club. (Possible answer: 
It was a club where fancy people went to listen to music. Everyone is dressed up 
and wearing hats.)

•	 What was the new name of Duke’s band? (Duke Ellington and His Orchestra)

•	 If people couldn’t go to the Cotton Club, where else could they hear Duke’s 
music? (on the radio)

Theme:  
Nonfiction (Eye of 
the Artist)

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 2 
(Grades 3–5):  
Determine the main ideas of 
a text, and explain how they 
are supported by key details; 
summarize the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will discuss key 
moments from Duke 
Ellington’s career and describe 
the musical style  
he developed.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Duke Ellington
•	 Paper
•	 Pencils
•	 Markers or crayons
•	 Poster board or drawing 

paper

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Ragtime
•	 Compositions
•	 Orchestra

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612344

Grades 3–5

Theme:  
Bullying

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 2 (Grades 3–5):  
Recount a story, determine the 
central message, and explain 
how that message is conveyed 
through key details in the 
text, including how characters 
respond to challenges.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will explore the 
concept of teasing and 
determine the lesson the 
story teaches.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Pinduli
•	 Writing paper
•	 Pencil or pens

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Scoff
•	 Straggly
•	 Vanish
•	 Insult
•	 Tormentor

PINDULI
By Janell Cannon

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask: 
Whose name do you think Pinduli might be? (animal on the cover) What kind 
of animal is it? (Students may guess that it is a dog or wolf. Others may know it is a 
hyena.) 

2. Look at the back cover with students. Ask: What other animals do you see 
there? (zebra, lion, owl, snake) Where do you think the story takes place? (the 
plains of Africa) Predict what this book might be about. (Possible answer: how the 
animals get along with each other)

During Reading 
25 min

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instruction below.

After reading each section, direct students to use the text and illustrations 
to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 2–9. Ask:

•	 We guessed what kind of animal Pinduli was. Now, we know. What kind of 
animal is she? How do you know? (She’s a hyena. Her mother is Mama Hyena.)

•	 What information does the author give about how hyenas live? (They sleep 
in the heat of the day. They hunt for food at night.)

•	 What words describe Dog’s behavior? (Possible answers: the words mean, 
bully, teasing) Tell why you think these words are appropriate. (Dog makes 
fun of Pinduli.)

•	 Turn to page 6. Read what Dog says to Pinduli. Read it as Dog would say it. 

•	 What does Dog compare Pinduli to? (an elephant) How is Pinduli like an 
elephant? (They both have big ears.)

•	 Look at page 9. What feeling does the artist show on Pinduli’s face? (sadness) 
Why does the artist show her that way? (Pinduli is sad because she’s being 
teased. She feels embarrassed about her big ears.)

2. Read pages 10–15. Ask:

•	 How does Pinduli feel when she sees Lion? Why does she feel that way?  
(She feels brave because she can puff up her fur and make herself bigger.) How 
does Pinduli feel after Lion speaks to her? (She feels embarrassed because 
Lion makes fun of her fur.)

•	 On page 12, why does Pinduli want to disappear? (She wants to hide from 
Zebra. She’s afraid Zebra will make fun of her.)
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Item Number: 612361

Grades 3–5

Theme:  
Taking 
Responsibility

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
LANGUAGE STANDARD 4 
(Grades 3–5):  
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown or 
multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade-
appropriate reading and 
content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will learn the 
vocabulary associated with 
political campaigns and 
elections.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 If I Ran for President 
•	 Craft paper
•	 Pencils
•	 Markers and crayons
•	 Scissors
•	 Tape or glue

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Candidate
•	 Campaign
•	 Election

IF I RAN FOR 
PRESIDENT
By Catherine Stier

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title. Ask: 

What do you think is going on in this scene? (Possible answer: The boy is running 
for president. He is giving a speech, which is being shot by television cameras. People 
in the crowd are smiling and holding up signs to support him. Maybe he won the 
election, because he is smiling and there are balloons and confetti.)

2. Have students look at the title page. Explain that the book has six different 
narrators—each shown on the title page. Each narrator tells what he or she 
would do during a presidential campaign. Ask: What is the same about each 
child? (Each child’s picture is in a frame. Each child is smiling and wearing the 
same outfit.) Why do you think the author and illustrator made each child look 
different from all of the others? (to show that anyone should be able to run for 
president—whether they are male or female, and no matter what the color of their 
skin is) 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below. 

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read the introduction on page 3. Ask:

•	 What qualifications must a presidential candidate have? (He or she must be 
thirty-five years old, must be a citizen who was born in the United States, and 
must have lived in the United States for at least fourteen years.)

•	 What does a candidate need from the electors in order to win the 
presidential or vice-presidential election? (Electors cast votes called electoral 
votes. The candidate with 270 or more electoral votes wins.)

2. Read pages 4–9. Encourage students to look at the picture details as they 
read. Ask: 

•	 Why would it be important for a prospective candidate to think long and 
hard before running for president? (It is a very important and difficult job. 
Presidents need to work very hard, and they need a lot of people to help and 
support them.)

•	 What does it mean to declare your candidacy for president of the United 
States? (to announce that you are interested in the job)
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Item Number: 612347

THE EXTRAORDINARY 
MARK TWAIN 
(ACCORDING TO SUSY)
By Barbara Kerley

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title. Ask: 

•	 Use the illustration on the cover to predict who Susy was. (Possible answer: 
one of Mark Twain’s relatives or friends)

2. Read the note about Susy from the author and the quote from Mark Twain. 
Ask: 

•	 Who is Susy? (Twain’s daughter) Why do you think the author included this 
note and the quote from Twain? (to let readers know this is a true story)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
illustrations to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 2–5. Ask:

•	 Look at pages 2–3. How do you think the audience feels about Mark Twain’s 
lecture? How do you know? (The audience enjoys his lecture. The people in the 
audience are focused on him, and they are smiling and laughing.)

•	 Look at the picture on pages 4–5. Why is Susy watching her father from 
outside of the house? (She was secretly writing the biography, so she didn’t 
want her father to know she was watching.)

2. Read pages 6–13. Ask:

•	 What did Susy say was the only part of her father’s features that wasn’t 
perfect? (his teeth) 

•	 Look at pages 8–9. Why does Mark Twain appear in every room of the 
house? (The picture shows different observations that Susy made over time.)

3. Read pages 14–17. Ask:

•	 Look at the picture on pages 14–15. What are Mark Twain and his wife 
reading? (Susy’s secret biography) Use the text and picture to tell how Mark 
Twain feels about his daughter’s biography of him. (Possible answers: He 
looks happy; he is touched.)

Theme:  
Arts/Creative/
Music

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 2 
(Grades 3–5):  
Determine the main ideas of 
a text, and explain how they 
are supported by key details; 
summarize the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will describe Mark 
Twain’s character based on 
details from his biography.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 The Extraordinary Mark 

Twain (According to Susy)
•	 Paper
•	 Pencils
•	 Colored pencils or crayons

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Biography
•	 Humorist
•	 Chronicled
•	 Earnest
•	 Anecdote

Grades 3–5
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Grades 3–5

Item Number: 612355

WHAT MAKES YOU COUGH, 
SNEEZE, BURP, HICCUP, 
BLINK, YAWN, SWEAT,  
AND SHIVER?
By Jean Stangl

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Look at the title and cover of the book. Ask: 

•	 What kind of book do you think this is? (The words My Health make it sound 
like a science or a fact book on health.) Tell why or why not. (Answers will vary.)

•	 Why do you think the illustrations are funny? (Possible answer: to make the 
book seem fun to read)

•	 What words in the title describe the things that the people on the cover are 
doing? (sneeze, shiver, yawn)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading each section, have students use the text and illustrations to 
support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 5–6. Ask:

•	 What is the same about coughing and sneezing? (They are both involuntary 
reflex actions, or something your body can’t control, that help your body clear 
out particles so you can breathe better.)

•	 What can you do when your throat is dry and you feel like you might cough? 
(drink water, use a cough drop)

2. Read pages 7–14. Ask:

•	 Read the box on page 11. Act out what you should do when you sneeze or 
cough. (Students act out covering their mouths and washing their hands.) Why 
do you do these things? (to keep from spreading germs)

3. Read pages 15–20. Ask:

•	 What word does the author use that means the same as burped? (belched) 

•	 What happens when your body releases bubbles of air and other gases from 
your stomach? (burp or belch)

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 3 
(Grades 3–5):  
Explain the relationships or 
interactions between two or 
more individuals, events, ideas, 
or concepts in a text, including 
what happened and why, 
based on specific information 
in the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will explain reasons 
for involuntary reflex actions.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 What Makes You Cough, 

Sneeze, Burp, Hiccup, Blink, 
Yawn, Sweat, and Shiver?

•	 Paper
•	 Stopwatch

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Involuntary
•	 Germ
•	 Pressure
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Item Number: 612329

DANIEL HALE 
WILLIAMS
By Mike Venezia

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Tell students that today they will be reading a biography—a nonfiction 
text that tells about the important events in a real person’s life. Ask:

•	 Why do you think many people enjoy reading biographies? (Possible answer: 
It’s interesting to learn about famous people and what their lives were like 
before they became famous.) What biographies have you read?

2. Preview the day’s reading by looking at the pictures. Say: 

•	 This book contains many different kinds of visuals: historical photos, 
illustrations, and cartoons. Why do you think the author decided to include 
cartoons in this biography? (Possible answer: to make the book funny or more 
interesting; to make it easier to relate something that happened long ago to today)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 3–5. Ask:

•	 What is noteworthy about Daniel Hale Williams? (He was an African American 
who became a remarkable doctor and surgeon at a time when black people 
had few rights and opportunities.) 

•	 What goals did Dr. Williams have? (to make sure that African Americans could 
receive good medical care and could study medicine as a career) 

2. Read pages 6–11. Discuss the events in Dr. Williams’s early life. Ask: 

•	 What did you learn about Daniel’s life as a child? (Possible answers: He was 
born just before the Civil War. He was free because he lived in the North. He 
helped his father at the barbershop.) 

•	 What important event occurred when Daniel was eleven years old? (His 
father died.) What effects did this have on his family? (Daniel’s mother could 
not support the family. The family had to split up.) 

•	 What caused Daniel to leave the shoemaker’s shop and move to Illinois with 
his mother? (He hated being a shoemaker.) 

•	 How did Daniel support himself as a teenager? (He ran his own barbershop.)

3. Read pages 12–15. Discuss Daniel’s growing interest in medicine. Ask: 

•	 Why did many people consider Dr. Palmer a hero? (He would travel in any 
time in any conditions to give people medical care.) What caused Daniel to 
think about becoming a doctor? (He liked helping people.)

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 3 
(Grades 3–5):  
Explain the relationships or 
interactions between two or 
more individuals, events, ideas, 
or concepts in a text, including 
what happened and why, 
based on specific information 
in the text.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will identify cause-
and-effect relationships as 
they learn about key events in 
the life of Daniel Hale Williams.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Daniel Hale Williams
•	 Chart and copy paper
•	 Drawing paper 
•	 Markers or crayons

VITAL VOCABuLARy:
•	 Surgeon
•	 Medicine
•	 Racial prejudice
•	 Hospital

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612327

MANFISH
By Jennifer Berne

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 What do you think the title “Manfish” has to do with Jacques Cousteau? 
What details on the cover support your answer? (Possible answer: Since this 
is a story about Cousteau, he must be the undersea diver in the picture who is 
calmly swimming along with the fish.)

2. Have students look at the back cover of the book. Ask: 

•	 How are the illustrations on the back cover and front cover alike? (Both show 
people observing animals in the sea.) How are they different? (On the front 
cover, the man is swimming and exploring life under the sea. On the back cover, 
a man is on land, explaining to children about the dolphin in the sea.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read the introduction on pages 2–3. Ask:

•	 What is the author describing? (what it is like to swim deep under water) 

•	 Why do you think the words are written in this style? (to remind readers of 
what it feels like to be under the sea)

2. Read pages 4–9. Ask: 

•	 As a little boy, how did Jacques Cousteau feel about water? (He loved the 
way it felt on his hands, face, and body.)

•	 What were some of young Cousteau’s dreams? (to breathe underwater; to fly 
like birds) Which illustration shows a dream Jacques had while he slept? How 
can you tell? (The illustration that shows him flying with birds and fish around 
him is a dream. Birds and fish cannot live in the same place, and people cannot 
fly using their bare arms as wings.)

•	 How would you describe Cousteau as a young boy? (Possible answers: 
curious; inventive; imaginative; bright; talented; creative) 

•	 Which details so far help you understand why Cousteau would spend his 
life exploring the underwater world? (He loves water and he wonders about 
things in and on water. He is curious about breathing underwater, and he 
spends time experimenting, drawing, and building things.)

Theme:  
STEM

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
STANDARD 4 (Grades 3–5):  
Tell a story, recount an 
experience, or describe 
familiar people, places, things, 
and events; use appropriate 
facts and provide additional 
relevant and descriptive 
details, expressing ideas and 
feelings clearly.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use text and 
illustrations to explain how 
character traits and important 
events influenced Jacques 
Cousteau’s life.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Manfish 
•	 Heavy drawing paper
•	 Crayons
•	 Containers of water
•	 Blue watercolor paints
•	 Paintbrushes

VITAL VOCABuLARY:
•	 Curiosity
•	 Creativity
•	 Aspiration

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612364

ChiCks and 
salsa
By Aaron Reynolds

Before Reading 
5 min

1. have students look at the pictures on the front and back covers of the 
book and read the title aloud. say: 

•	 The title of this book—Chicks and Salsa—sounds like the phrase “chips and 
salsa,” a popular Mexican food snack. Use the title of the book and the cover 
pictures to tell or predict what this book will be about. (chickens and other 
farm animals that enjoy having parties and eating Mexican food)

•	 Do you think this story could really happen? (no) Use the cover pictures to 
explain how you can tell. (Real farm animals don’t wear clothes.)

2. have students look at the title page. ask:

•	 What unusual things do you see? (The mouse is wearing sunglasses. The pig is 
holding a musical instrument. A duck is standing on the pig’s ear.)

During Reading 
25 min

note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the second title page) to make it 
easier to follow the instructions below.  

after reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 4–11. ask: 

•	 What problem do the chickens have? (They are tired of eating chicken feed.)

•	 Use the picture and text on pages 6–7 to predict how the rooster will solve 
the chickens’ problem. (Possible answer: He learned how to make salsa from 
watching a cooking show, so maybe he will make salsa for the chickens.)

•	 Where do the chickens get the tomatoes and onions for salsa? (the garden)

•	 Use the picture on pages 11–12 to explain where the chickens get the chips. 
(They pay the mice to bring them chips.)

2. Read pages 12–15. ask: 

•	 What problem do the ducks have? (They are tired of eating fish.) How does 
the rooster help them solve their problem? (He encourages them to take food 
from the garden to make something new to eat.)

•	 Who is secretly watching the ducks eat? (a pig) What do you predict might 
happen with the pigs next? (Possible answer: They will decide they are tired  
of their food, and they will make something new to eat, like they saw the  
ducks do.)

Theme:  
amazing animals

link TO COMMOn CORE  
REadinG sTandaRd FOR 
liTERaTURE 1 (Grades 3–5):  
Ask and answer questions 
and draw inferences to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring to quotes, 
details, and examples from 
the text as the basis for the 
answers and inferences.

OBJECTiVE:
Students will use pictures 
and text to make inferences 
to explain plot points that are 
not specifically clarified.

MaTERials nEEdEd:
•	 Chicks and Salsa
•	 Paper
•	 Pencils or pens
•	 Crayons and markers

ViTal VOCaBUlaRY:
•	 Scent
•	 Aromas
•	 Cuisine
•	 Recipe

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612351

Pink and Say
By Patricia Polacco

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the pictures on the front and back covers of the 
book and read the title aloud. Say: 

•	 Pink and Say are the names of the two main characters in this book. What 
are they doing on the cover? (reading a book) What objects are shown on 
the back cover? (United States flag with holes in it, two army uniforms) Use 
the title of the book and the cover pictures to predict what this book will be 
about. (Possible answer: two boys who fight in an army together)

note: This book does not contain page numbers. you may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.  

2. Read the title page. Have students look at the pictures on pages 1–3. Say:

•	 Use the pictures to describe what happens before the story starts. 
(An African American boy is hugging his family good-bye. He is leaving home 
with only an army hat and a bag of his things.) 

•	 What do the illustrations tell you about how the members of the family feel? 
(Everyone looks sad. They don’t want the boy to go.)

During Reading 
25 min

after reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read page 5. ask: 

•	 How do the pictures on pages 4–5 compare to those on pages 2–3? (In both, 
a boy is wearing an army hat and leaving home. The boy in this picture is white. 
His family may have more money because he is wearing a full uniform.)

•	 Who is telling the story on this page? (someone who knows the daughter of 
Sheldon Russell Curtis)

2. Read pages 6–13. Point out that the text is now in regular type. ask: 

•	 Who is the narrator of the story now? (Sheldon) How can you tell? (The text 
isn’t in italics anymore. The narrator is using the word I and describing an event 
that the author said happened to Sheldon.)

•	 How does the African American boy help Sheldon? (He gives him water and 
helps him stand up.) What can you tell about the African American boy from 
the illustration? (He must be kind because he is handling Sheldon gently.)

•	 Use the text and pictures on pages 10–13 to tell more about the African 
American boy. (The boy must value a person’s life because he carries Sheldon to 
safety, even though it is hard work. He knows how to hide from marauders, or 
people who steal, so he is smart.)

Theme:  
dealing With 
Change

Link TO COMMOn CORE  
REadinG STandaRd FOR 
LiTERaTURE 6 (Grades 3–5):  
Distinguish their own point of 
view from that of the narrator, 
compare and contrast the 
point of view from which 
stories are narrated, and 
describe how a narrator’s 
or speaker’s point of view 
influences how events  
are described.

OBJECTiVE:
Students will examine what 
illustrations reveal about 
a story’s characters, their 
feelings about each other, and 
the narrator’s point of view.

MaTERiaLS nEEdEd:
•	 Pink and Say
•	 Paper
•	 Crayons and markers

ViTaL VOCaBULaRy:
•	 Marauders
•	 Deserter
•	 Stockade

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612472

DUCK AT  
THE DOOR
By Jackie Urbanovic

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Read aloud the title and focus attention on the front and back cover. 
Say: Use the front and back covers to predict what this book is about. (Accept 
reasonable answers: Someone is visiting—either the duck or the 3 dogs and 1 cat.) 

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

2. Look at pages 1–3. Ask: Describe what you see in the pictures. (Possible 
answer: The ducks are outside in cold, windy, snowy weather. The ducks look like 
they are not enjoying being outside.)

During Reading 
20 min

After reading aloud the pages in each section, direct children to use  
the pictures along with what you read to support their answers to  
your questions. 

1. Read aloud pages 4–11. Have children listen as you read aloud. Ask: 

•	 What is happening on pages 4 and 5? (The animals are resting at home. 
Someone knocks on the door.) 

•	 On the back cover, there were 3 dogs and 1 cat. How many animals do you 
see on these pages now? (Answers will vary. Children should tell how many 
animals they count in each picture.)

•	 What do the animals decide to do? (ask their friend Irene what to do)

•	 What is Irene going to do? (open the door) 

•	 Who might be at the door? (a duck) Why do you think so? (because the 
animals that were on the back cover are inside the house; the story is called 
Duck at the Door)

•	 Why do you think the duck came to the door? (Possible answer: because he is 
outside and it’s cold in the snow)

Theme:  
Being a Friend

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
LITERATURE STANDARD 7 
(Grades K–2):  
Use information gained from 
the illustrations and details 
in a story to describe and 
demonstrate understanding  
of its characters, setting, 
events, or plot.

OBJECTIVE:
Children will use text and 
illustrations to discuss a story’s 
characters, setting, and plot.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Duck at the Door
•	 Chart paper
•	 Markers

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Flock
•	 Lonely 
•	 Remote control
•	 Recipes

Grades K–2
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Item Number: 612345

ANDY SHANE  
AND THE VERY BOSSY  

DOLORES STARBUCKLE
By Jennifer Richard Jacobson

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Read aloud the title. Ask:

•	 What word in the title describes Dolores? (bossy) Have students define bossy 
in their own words. (Answers will vary. Possible answers: telling other people 
what to do; giving orders; trying to get your way)

2. Have students look at the book’s illustrations and chapter titles.

•	 Engage students in making predictions about the characters based on this 
information.

During Reading 
25 min

After each chapter, direct students to use the text and illustrations to 
support their answers to your questions.

1. Read Chapter 1. Ask:

•	 How does Andy feel about school? Why does he feel this way? (He doesn’t 
like it because of Dolores the bully.)

•	 Find the sentence on page 3 that tells what Dolores says. Read the sentence 
aloud to show how you think she sounds. (Students should use a sassy, 
tattling voice.)

•	 Read the sentence on page 7 that tells what Dolores does when the teacher 
asks a question. Show how Dolores looks. (Students should act out the 
behavior.) Why does Dolores behave the way she does? (She wants to get the 
teacher’s attention and show off what she knows.)

•	 Why doesn’t Andy answer the teacher’s question about rhyming words? 
Explain. (He probably gets nervous because of the way Dolores is acting.)

•	 How does Andy feel about math center? Why does he work alone? (He likes 
math center. He works alone because he doesn’t want to deal with Dolores.)

2. Read Chapter 2. Ask:

•	 What does Granny do that proves she is more stubborn than Andy? (She 
doesn’t give up when Andy refuses to go to school.)

•	 What does Granny do that makes Andy go to school? (She stares at him and 
waits.)

•	 How do you think Andy feels when he gets on the bus? Why? (He feels sad. 
He doesn’t want to deal with Dolores.)

Theme:  
Bullying

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 3 (Grades 3–5):  
Describe characters, settings, 
or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details 
in the text, and explain how 
characters’ actions contribute 
to the sequence of events.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will identify 
character traits and support 
those ideas with story details.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Andy Shane and the Very 

Bossy Dolores Starbuckle
•	 Drawing paper
•	 Writing paper
•	 Colored markers
•	 Pencils, pens

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Bossy
•	 Stubborn

Grades 3–5
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LINK TO COMMON CORE  
LANGUAGE STANDARD 4 
(Grades 3-5):   
 
Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases 
based on garde-appropriate 
reading and content.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will explore names of 
dinosaurs that contain Greek 
and Latin roots, including 
Stegosaurus.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Stegosaurus
•	 Drawing paper and art 

supplies, including paints 
and markers

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Reptile  
•	 Prehistoric  
•	 Armored

STEGOSAURUS   
By Elaine Landau

1. Hold up the cover of the book. Ask:

•	 What do the words on the cover tell you about the book? (The	words	say		
“A	True	Book”.		We	know	it’s	a	nonfiction,	book	about	the	Stegosaurus	dinosaur.	
The	word	“revised”	means	the	content	or	material	was	changed	and	most		
likely	updated.)		

2. Read the table of contents.  Ask:

•	 Use the chapter titles in the Contents to tell which one will be the most 
interesting. Which will be the least interesting? Explain your reasons.  
(Accept	all	reasonable	responses.)

3.  Point out the picture and caption facing the table of contents page. After 
you read the caption, ask:

•	 What are other meanings of the word “plates”? (Answers	will	vary.	Possible	
answers	will	be:	a	thin	piece	of	metal,	home	plate	in	baseball,	dishes	on	a	table	
for	eating,	license	plates	on	cars.)	

1. Read pages 4–8. Ask:

•	 When was the Age of the Dinosaurs? (150	million	years	ago)	

•	 During the Age of the Dinosaur, you might have seen the Stegosaurus 
roaming in the area that is now what state(s)? (Colorado,	Utah,	Wyoming)	

•	 How long was Stegosaurus? (30	feet	long)

2. Read pages 9–15. Ask: 

•	 What did Stegosaurus look like? (It	had	a	large,	bulky	body	with	four	strong		
legs	that	looked	like	an	elephant’s	legs;	the	body	sloped	forward	from	the	hips	to		
the	head.)	

•	 What words describe Stegosaurus’s brain? (“tiny,”	“walnut”)	

•	 What does the word Stegosaurus mean? (“roofed	lizard”)

3. Read pages 16–19. Discuss:

•	 Why is Stegosaurus known as an armored dinosaur? (Its	throat	is	covered	in	
small	bony	disks	that	protect	it.)	

•	 What color was Stegosaurus? (Scientists	are	not	sure.)

Item Number: 612354 

Theme: STEM

Grades 3-5

During Reading
25 min

Before Reading 5 min

Item Number: 612362

AMELIA AND ELEANOR  
GO FOR A RIDE
By Pam Muñoz Ryan

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Look at the cover of the book. Say: There’s an airplane on the cover. Which 
woman on the cover was a pilot? How do you know? (Possible answer: The 
woman wearing the hair cover, neck scarf, and goggles is the pilot. The other 
woman is dressed up and doesn’t look like she’s dressed to fly a plane.)

2. Look at the back cover of the book. Say: Point to the American flag. Do you 
recognize this house? (The White House is where the president and first lady live.) 
Which woman on the front cover was married to a president? How do you 
know? (Possible answer: The woman wearing the pearl necklace looks like she 
would be the first lady. The other woman is dressed like a pilot.)

During Reading 
25 min

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.  

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read pages 3–5. Ask:

•	 What does “birds of a feather” mean? (alike) What clues in the text help you 
figure that out? (The text compares Eleanor and Amelia, and tells ways that 
they are alike. They are both outspoken and determined women.) 

•	 Where did Eleanor Roosevelt live? (in the White House) 

•	 Why was Amelia Earhart famous? (She was the first female pilot to fly alone 
across the Atlantic Ocean.)

•	 What does the author say at the end of page 5 that makes you want to keep 
reading? (Possible response: The last sentence on page 5 says that something 
exciting is going to happen. I want to find out what that is.)

2. Read pages 6–11. Ask: 

•	 Where is the White House located? (Washington, D.C.)

•	 In the story, the Earharts “dressed for dinner.” What does that mean? (They 
wore their good clothes.) 

•	 Why did Amelia like to fly? (for the fun of it) How did flying make her feel? 
(independent) 

Theme:  
Taking 
Responsibility

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARDS FOR 
LITERATURE 3 (Grades 3–5):  
Describe characters, settings, 
or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details 
in the text, and explain how 
characters’ actions contribute 
to the sequence of events.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will learn about two 
famous American women 
whose lives had an impact on 
American history.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Amelia and Eleanor Go for 

a Ride 
•	 Drawing paper
•	 Crayons or markers
•	 Pencils or pens

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Aviator
•	 Independence
•	 Adventurous
•	 Horizon

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612346

DANCING WITH 
THE INDIANS
By Angela Shelf Medearis

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 What are the people on the cover doing? (Three people are dancing; two 
people are watching.) What do you see on the cover that might be used 
during dances? (Possible answers: a rattle-like instrument, a colored ribbon)

2. Have students look at the title page. Ask:

•	 What do you see in this picture that might be used during dances? (Possible 
answers: drums, a rattle-like instrument, a shield, a stick decorated with 
feathers) What does the setting of the picture tell you about where the 
Indians dance? (They dance outside.)

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the second title page) to make it 
easier to follow the instructions below.

3. Have students turn to page 3 and read the author’s note of thanks to her 
mother. Ask:

•	 Use the information in the note to predict why the author wrote this book. 
(Possible answers: The author’s mother told her about her great-grandfather’s 
love for the Indians and their love for him; she wanted to share her great-
grandfather’s story; she wants to keep the Indian customs alive.)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
illustrations to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 4–7. Ask:

•	 Who is the family going to visit? (Seminole Indians)

•	 Look at the illustration on page 5. How is the family making their trip? (in a 
wagon pulled by a horse) What does this transportation tell you about when 
the story took place? (It took place a long time ago, before cars.)

•	 Look at the picture on page 6. Use the details in the picture to tell what the 
author means when she says “lacy canopies.” (The leaves form a pattern like 
lace over their heads on the wagon trail.)

•	 This story is a poem that is written with rhyming words. What pair of 
rhyming words do you hear on page 7? (the words along, wrong)

Theme:  
Arts/Creative/
Music

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 7 (Grades 3–5):  
Analyze and make 
connections between the 
text and visual elements, and 
explain how specific aspects of 
a text’s illustrations contribute 
to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use the text  
and illustrations to describe  
a family’s trip to a  
Seminole celebration.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Dancing With the Indians
•	 Index cards
•	 Pencils

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Plantation
•	 Tom-tom
•	 Moccasins
•	 Warriors
•	 Silhouettes
•	 Cavalcade

Grades 3–5
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Grades 3–5

Item Number: 612356

I WILL NEVER NOT EVER 
EAT A TOMATO
By Lauren Child

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Introduce the topic of the story with a food survey. Tell students you are 
going to name five different foods. Students can vote on as many foods as they 
like. Have two volunteers count up the votes in the food survey and write down 
their findings. Ask:

•	 Who likes tomatoes? (Have volunteers count up the votes.) Who likes peas? 
Carrots? Mashed potatoes? Fish sticks? 

2. Discuss the survey results, having volunteers announce how many votes 
each food received. Ask: 

•	 What did we find out by taking a vote? Do we like many foods, or are we 
picky eaters? (Answers will vary.)

3. Introduce the story. Read the title aloud. Ask: 

•	 What kind of eater do you think this story is about? (someone who doesn’t 
like tomatoes) Why? (The picture shows a child looking at a tomato, but not 
eating it. The title describes someone who won’t ever eat tomatoes.)

During Reading 
25 min

Note: This book does not contain page numbers. You may want to number 
the pages yourself (starting with #1 on the title page) to make it easier to 
follow the instructions below.

After reading the pages in each section, have students use the text and 
illustrations to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 3–5. Ask:

•	 What is a fussy eater? (someone who dislikes many foods) What words give 
you clues about the meaning of the word fussy? (Charlie says that giving Lola 
dinner is difficult.)

•	 Look at page 3. What does the picture show about Lola? (She’s angry.) How 
did the artist show Lola’s feelings? (Lola’s arms are crossed. She’s frowning.)

•	 What trick do you predict Charlie will play? (He will try to get Lola to eat  
foods she doesn’t like.) What story clue makes you think so? (It’s his job to give 
her dinner.)

2. Read pages 6–11. Ask:

•	 Look at pages 6–7. Why does the author write the words for all the foods 
Lola doesn’t like and show pictures of each one? (It shows how fussy Lola is. It 
shows how many things she doesn’t like.)

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
LITERATURE 7 (Grades 3–5):  
Analyze and make 
connections between the 
text and visual elements, and 
explain how specific aspects of 
a text’s illustrations contribute 
to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will examine 
illustrations and text features 
to identify how these 
elements help communicate 
ideas in the text.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 I Will Never Not Ever Eat  

a Tomato
•	 Chart paper and markers
•	 Art paper
•	 Colored pencils or crayons

VITAL VOCABULARY:
•	 Fussy
•	 Nibble
•	 Helping
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Item Number: 612342 

BURP!
By Diane Swanson

Before Reading 
5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Say:  

•	 Use the book’s title and subtitle to predict what this book will be about. 
(Possible answers: what makes you burp, how different foods affect your body, 
interesting facts about food and eating)

2. Flip through the pages of the book. Ask: What do you notice about the text 
in this book? (It is broken up into lots of short segments.) What do you notice 
about the illustrations? (Many of the pictures are funny.)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, guide students to use the text and 
pictures to support their answers to your questions.

1. Read pages 4–5. Ask:

•	 What is unusual about Michel Lotito of France? (He eats weird things like 
bicycles, TVs, and computers.) How is he able to eat this stuff? (He breaks up 
the objects, such as grinding up a bike into metal filings and stewing the rubber 
tires. Also, his stomach lining is twice as thick as most people’s.) 

2. Read pages 6–11. Discuss the interesting facts and illustrations. Ask: 

•	 What was unusual about what the climbers had to carry up the tallest 
mountain in China? (They had to carry 1,250 pounds of food.) Why did they 
need so much food for just seven people? (On the climb, each person used 
about 5,000 calories—twice what adults normally need.)

•	 Look at the picture of the arm on page 8. Even without reading or 
remembering the text, what do you think is the point of this picture? 
(Possible answer: Some nutrients in food build muscles.)

•	 The text says there is water in all the plant and animal food we eat. How 
does the picture on page 10 get this point across? (Water from a banana is 
squirting the man in the eye.)

•	 Think about how many servings of milk or milk products you eat each 
day. Remember, a serving size is 1 cup. Now look at the chart on page 11. 
Find how many servings you should eat each day. Are you getting enough 
milk? (Answers will vary.) What could you do to increase your daily servings? 
(Possible answers: drink more milk; eat more yogurt or cheese)

3. Read pages 12–15. Ask: 

•	 Look at the two men on page 13. How does this picture show the author’s 
main point on these two pages? (The pictures show that you can eat too much 
food or too little food. Either way, it’s unhealthy.) 

Theme:  
Health and 
Wellness

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 1 
(Grades 3–5):  
Ask and answer questions 
and draw inferences to 
demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring to quotes, 
details, and examples from 
the text as the basis for the 
answers and inferences.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use the text 
and illustrations to answer 
questions about food  
and eating.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Burp!
•	 Index cards 
•	 Single-hole punch
•	 Markers

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Burp
•	 Eating
•	 Digestive system

Grades 3–5
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Item Number: 612340

DANGEROUS 
CREATURE 
RECORDS
Before Reading 

5 min

1. Have students look at the cover of the book and read the title aloud. Ask:

•	 Look at the seal next to the title. What do you think “Top 10” means? 
(Possible answers: We will read records about 10 different animals; we will read 
about the 10 most dangerous animals.) 

•	 What animal do you see on the cover? (crocodile or alligator) Why do you 
think this photo was chosen for the cover? (The animal looks dangerous. It 
has a very huge mouth with many sharp , large, pointy teeth.) 

2. Have students read the back cover of the book. Ask:

•	 How does the back cover make you want to read the book? (It asks some 
fascinating questions and highlights interesting words.) What specific animals 
will you learn about? (ants, sharks, lizards, snakes, poisonous fish)

During Reading 
25 min

After reading the pages in each section, direct students to use the text and 
photographs to support their answers to your questions. 

1. Read the introduction on pages 1–3. Say:

•	 How does the author include humor at the beginning of the book? (with a 
warning that the record-breakers may cause readers to run away and hide) 

•	 Look at the picture on page 2. Why do you think this crocodile’s eyes are 
on top of its head? Use clues in the picture to help you answer. (Possible 
answers: so the crocodile can swim under water while it looks at things above 
water; so the crocodile can hide under water and sneak up on other animals)

•	 How do animals protect themselves? (They use claws, fangs, stingers, or  
spray poisons.)

•	 How are the fiercest animals like people? (They do not like fights. They just try 
to keep their homes and families safe.) 

2. Read pages 4–9. Ask: 

•	 How does the book show important vocabulary? (by bolding and italicizing 
words and by setting words in a different color, such as white)

•	 Why do you think the author included some text in colored circles? (to 
highlight important information or interesting facts) 

Theme:  
STEM

LINK TO COMMON CORE  
READING STANDARD FOR 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT 4 
(Grades 3–5):  
Determine the meaning 
of general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to 
grade-appropriate topics or 
subject areas.

OBJECTIVE:
Students will read facts and 
information about animals, 
and learn what makes these 
animals dangerous.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•	 Dangerous Creature 

Records 
•	 Writing paper
•	 Pencils

VITAL VOCABULARy:
•	 Species
•	 Venom
•	 Predator
•	 Hostile

Grades 3–5
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SaVe 10% 
thematic SetS  

incLude

  Stem thematic Set 0-545-49061-8    $54.99

  buLLying thematic Set 0-545-48652-1    $54.99

  DEALING WITH CHANGE thematic Set 0-545-49062-6      $54.99

three complete Literacy Fun  
Express Packs: 15 books and  
three one-hour lesson plans



GR ITEM# TITLE THEME GENRE PRICE QTY TOTAL

INDIVIDUAL EXPRESS PACKS

K UGX5493587 Duck at the Door Fantasy Being a Friend $19.99

K UGX5493560 Emma Kate Fantasy Being a Friend $19.99

K UGX5493579 Fox and His Friends Fantasy Being a Friend $19.99

K UGX5493528 Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No 
Good, Very Bad Day

Realistic Fiction Feelings $19.99

K UGX5493501 Owen Fantasy Feelings $19.99

K UGX549351X Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon Realistic Feelings $19.99

K UGX5493595 Achoo! Good Manners for Animals 
(and Children)

Informational Health & Wellness $19.99

K UGX5493609 My Five Senses Informational Health & Wellness $19.99

K UGX5493617 This Is the Way We Eat Our Food Informational Health & Wellness $19.99

K UGX5493641 Are Trees Alive? Informational STEM $19.99

K UGX5493633 Penguins, Penguins, Everywhere! Informational STEM $19.99

K UGX5493633 What Comes In 2’s, 3’s, and 4’s? Informational STEM $19.99

K UGX5493536 A House Is a House for Me Informational True Stories $19.99

K UGX5493552 Panda Kindergarten Informational True Stories $19.99

K UGX5493544 The Deep Blue Sea Informational True Stories $19.99

1 UGX5493722  Big Red Barn Realistic Fiction Animals $19.99 

1 UGX5493714  Ibis: A True Whale Story Informational Animals $19.99 

1 UGX5493730  The Penguin and the Pea Fantasy Animals $19.99 

1 UGX5493757  The Busy Body Book Informational Health & Wellness $19.99 

1 UGX5493749  Germs! Germs! Germs! Informational Health & Wellness $19.99 

1 UGX5493765  We Are Alike, We Are Different Informational Health & Wellness $19.99 

1 UGX5493684  Amazing Grace Realistic Fiction It Happened to Me $19.99 

1 UGX5493692  Giraffes Can’t Dance Fantasy It Happened to Me $19.99 

1 UGX5493706  The Boy Who Wouldn’t Share Fantasy It Happened to Me $19.99 

1 UGX5493676  Leo the Late Bloomer Fantasy My Family and Me $19.99 

1 UGX549365X  Lion Dancer: Ernie Wan’s Chinese New 
Year

Informational My Family and Me $19.99 

1 UGX5493668  The Best Story Realistic Fiction My Family and Me $19.99 

1 UGX5493781  How Much Is a Million? Informational STEM $19.99 

1 UGX549379X One Tiny Turtle Informational STEM $19.99 

1 UGX5493773  When a Line Bends…A Shape Begins Informational STEM $19.99 

2 UGX5493889  Do Unto Otters:  A Book About 
Manners

Fantasy Health & Wellness $19.99 

2 UGX5493870  Let’s Be Friends Informational Health & Wellness $19.99 

2 UGX5493862  Make Way for Tooth Decay Informational Health & Wellness $19.99 

2 UGX5493838  Allie’s Basketball Dream Realistic Fiction Like No One Else $19.99 

2 UGX5493846  Angel Child, Dragon Child Realistic Fiction Like No One Else $19.99 

2 UGX5493854  Diary of a Worm Fantasy Like No One Else $19.99 

2 UGX5493927  Take a Giant Leap, Neil Armstrong! Informational Nonfiction (Space) $19.99 

2 UGX5493900  The Magic School Bus Takes a  
Moonwalk

Informational Nonfiction (Space) $19.99 

2 UGX5493897  The Moon Informational Nonfiction (Space) $19.99 

2 UGX5493951  How a House Is Built Informational STEM $19.99 

2 UGX5493943  Surprising Sharks Informational STEM $19.99 

2 UGX5493935  The Reason for a Flower Informational STEM $19.99 

2 UGX5493803  Fables Fable Stories with a Moral $19.99 

2 UGX549382X  Lion and the Mouse Fable Stories with a Moral $19.99 

2 UGX5493811  Math Fables Fiction Stories with a Moral $19.99 

3 UGX5494001  Nothing Ever Happens on 90th Street Realistic Fiction Arts/Creative $24.99 

3 UGX5493994  The Patchwork Quilt Realistic Fiction Arts/Creative $24.99 

3 UGX549401X  Tar Beach Fiction Arts/Creative $24.99 

Subtotal 1 Subtotal 2
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3 UGX5494052  Germs Make Me Sick! Informational Health & Wellness $24.99 

3 UGX5494060  Good Enough to Eat Informational Health & Wellness $24.99 

3 UGX5494079  Throw Your Tooth on the Roof Informational Health & Wellness $24.99 

3 UGX5493986  Detective LaRue: Letters from the 
Investigation

Fantasy It’s a Mystery $24.99 

3 UGX5493978  The Gym Teacher from the Black Lagoon Fantasy It’s a Mystery $24.99 

3 UGX549396X  Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears Folk Tale It’s a Mystery $24.99 

3 UGX5494028  Clemente! Informational Nonfiction (Sports) $24.99 

3 UGX5494044  Play Ball! Biography Nonfiction (Sports) $24.99 

3 UGX5494036  Wilma Unlimited Informational Nonfiction (Sports) $24.99 

3 UGX5494095  From Seed to Plant Informational STEM $24.99 

3 UGX5494087  Triceratops Informational STEM $24.99 

3 UGX5494109  What Do You Do With a Tail Like This? Informational STEM $24.99 

4 UGX5494133  Chicks and Salsa Fantasy Amazing Animals $24.99 

4 UGX5494125  John Philip Duck Realistic Fiction Amazing Animals $24.99 

4 UGX5494117  The Hunterman and the Crocodile Tale Amazing Animals $24.99 

4 UGX5494222  I Will Never Not Eat a Tomato Fiction Health & Wellness $24.99 

4 UGX5494230  What Makes You Cough, Sneeze, Burp, 
Hiccup, Yawn, Sweat, and Shiver?

Informational Health & Wellness $24.99 

4 UGX5494214  You Can’t See Your Bones with  
Binoculars

Informational Health & Wellness $24.99 

4 UGX5494192  The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins Biography Nonfiction (Eye of the 
Artist)

$24.99 

4 UGX5494184  Duke Ellington Biography Nonfiction (Eye of the 
Artist)

$24.99 

4 UGX5494176  Frida Biography Nonfiction (Eye of the 
Artist)

$24.99 

4 UGX5494249  Stegosaurus Informational STEM $24.99 

4 UGX5494257  The Life and Times of the Peanut Informational STEM $24.99 

4 UGX5494265  Who Eats What? Informational STEM $24.99 

4 UGX549415X  Amelia and Eleanor Go for a Ride Historical Fiction Taking Responsibility $24.99 

4 UGX5494168  If I Ran for President Realistic Fiction Taking Responsibility $24.99 

4 UGX5494141  Stellaluna Fantasy Taking Responsibility $24.99 

5 UGX5494338  Dancing with the Indians Historical Fiction Arts/Creative/Music $24.99 

5 UGX549432X  The Extraordinary Mark Twain  
(According to Susy)

Biography Arts/Creative/Music $24.99 

5 UGX5494311  When Marian Sang Biography Arts/Creative/Music $24.99 

5 UGX5494346  Andy Shane and the Very Bossy Dolores 
Starbuckle

Realistic Fiction Bullying $24.99 

5 UGX5494354  Pinduli Fantasy Bullying $24.99 

5 UGX5494362  The Rough-Face Girl Fiction Bullying $24.99 

5 UGX5494281  Pink and Say Historical Fiction Dealing with Change $24.99 

5 UGX549429X  The Great Kapok Tree Folk Tale Dealing with Change $24.99 

5 UGX5494303  What To Do About Alice? Biography Dealing with Change $24.99 

5 UGX5494370  Burp! Informational Health & Wellness $24.99 

5 UGX5494389  Daniel Hale Williams Biography Health & Wellness $24.99 

5 UGX5494397  You Can’t Taste a Pickle With Your Ear Informational Health & Wellness $24.99 

5 UGX5494419  Dangerous Creature Records Informational STEM $24.99 

5 UGX5494435  Manfish: The Story of Jacques Cousteau Biography STEM $24.99 

5 UGX5494427  Tyrannosaurus Rex Informational STEM $24.99

BEST VALUE THEME PACKS (Includes 3 Express Pack Bundles)

K UGX5486424 FEELINGS BEST VALUE $44.99

K UGX5489334 TRUE STORIES BEST VALUE $44.99

K UGX5486432 BEING A FRIEND BEST VALUE $44.99

K UGX5489342 HEALTH & WELLNESS BEST VALUE $44.99
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K UGX5489350 STEM BEST VALUE $44.99

1 UGX5486440 MY FAMILY AND ME BEST VALUE $44.99

1 UGX5489369 IT HAPPENED TO ME BEST VALUE $44.99

1 UGX5486459 ANIMALS BEST VALUE $44.99

1 UGX5489377 HEALTH & WELLNESS BEST VALUE $44.99

1 UGX5489393 STEM BEST VALUE $44.99

2 UGX5489385 STORIES WITH A MORAL BEST VALUE $44.99

2 UGX5489474 LIKE NO ONE ELSE BEST VALUE $44.99

2 UGX5486467 HEALTH & WELLNESS BEST VALUE $44.99

2 UGX5486475 NONFICTION (SPACE) BEST VALUE $44.99

2 UGX5489431 STEM BEST VALUE $44.99

3 UGX5489423 IT’S A MYSTERY BEST VALUE $54.99

3 UGX5486483 ARTS/CREATIVE BEST VALUE $54.99

3 UGX5489415 NONFICTION (SPORTS) BEST VALUE $54.99

3 UGX5489407 HEALTH & WELLNESS BEST VALUE $54.99

3 UGX5486491 STEM BEST VALUE $54.99

4 UGX5480596 AMAzING ANIMALS BEST VALUE $54.99

4 UGX5486505 TAKING RESPONSIBILITY BEST VALUE $54.99

4 UGX548060X NONFICTION (EYE OF THE ARTIST) BEST VALUE $54.99

4 UGX5486513 HEALTH & WELLNESS BEST VALUE $54.99

4 UGX5480618 STEM BEST VALUE $54.99

5 UGX5480626 DEALING WITH CHANGE BEST VALUE $54.99

5 UGX5480634 ARTS/CREATIVE/MUSIC BEST VALUE $54.99

5 UGX5486521 BULLYING BEST VALUE $54.99

5 UGX5480642 HEALTH & WELLNESS BEST VALUE $54.99

5 UGX548653X STEM BEST VALUE $54.99
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