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The Beyond the Bricks Project is a media and a national community 
engagement initiative to encourage and promote solutions for one of 
America's critical problems in education: the consistently low performance 
of school age black males, and all those who are part of the staggering 
achievement gap. The film follows African-American students Shaquiel 
Ingram and Erick Graham as they struggle to stay on track in the Newark, 
NJ public school system. Weaved into the boys’ stories is commentary from 
some of the country’s foremost leaders, experts and scholars focused on 
education and black boys including Newark Mayor Cory Booker, the 
Reverend Al Sharpton, Schott Foundation for public education President 
Dr. John Jackson, Dr. Pedro Noguera of the Metropolitan Center for Urban 
Education and Dr. Ivory Toldson, Senior Analyst for the congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation, among others. Though the film focuses primarily 
on students from Newark, NJ, the issues addressed there extend to urban 
enclaves throughout the nation and the world.  
	  
The Beyond the Bricks project is a multi-faceted project with Initiates that 
serve the national community in encouraging action toward closing the 
achievement gap for young Black males. The Town hall community 
engagement events use the film as a galvanizing tool to bring diverse 
community groups together for solutions-based discussions and action 
planning around local issues that contribute the failure among under 
performing youth. There have been more than 55 events reaching over 
10,000 community members across the US.   
 
The second phase of our work includes the Produce! Create! Innovate! 
Community Producers Program, a black male identity media literacy and 
civic engagement curriculum developed in partnership with media make 
change and presently being implemented through partnerships with higher 
education institutions across the country. The out-of-school program 
targets black male teens who utilize 21st century tools to build self-
confidence, self-awareness, critical thinking skills and citizenship.  Select 
students who participate in this program become BTB Scholars through the 
BB Fellows Institute. 
 
The Beyond the bricks Film is available with discussion guides to assist 
schools, teacher training/professional development courses, and 
community organizations in developing next steps in closing the 
educational and social achievement gap for young black males and other 
low performing students. Please contact us at info@washingtonkoen.com 
or visit the website/store for more info and pricing. 
www.beyondthebricksproject.com. 


