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“Independent reading of high-quality trade books significantly increases students’ vocabulary... 
overall literacy growth in 23 statistically significant ways.”   -American Educational Research Journal

Grade 2 100 Individual Titles

Favorites Collection

#1 Dinosaurs Before Dark Osborne 240 M
100th Day Worries Cuyler 360 L
#2 Take the Court Goodyear 690 M
#3 Mummies in the Morning Osborne 230 N
#4 Pirates Past Noon Osborne 290 M
#7 Sunset of the Sabertooth Osborne 350 M
A Birthday Basket for Tía Mora 440 L
A Birthday for Frances Hoban 600 K
A Clean House for Mole and Mouse Ziefert 170 H
A New Coat for Anna Ziefert 690 O
A Pocket for Corduroy Freeman 660 K
A Symphony of Whales Schuch 460 O
A Teddy Bear for President Roosevelt Roop 440 M
Aero and Officer Mike Russell 780 M
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, 
No Good, Very Bad Day Viorst 970 L
Alexander, Who's Not (Do You Hear Me? 
I Mean It!) Going to Move Viorst 730 L
Amazing Grace Hoffman 680 J
Anansi the Spider McDermott 290 L
Angel Child, Dragon Child Surat 420 M
Beezy McDonald 40 J
Ben’s Trumpet Isadora 530 L
Black Cat Myers
Book! Book! Book! Bruss 220 J
Chester’s Way Henkes 570 K
City Mouse — Country Mouse Wallner 500 J
Clifford’s Good Deeds Bridwell 410 K
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs Barrett 730 M
Corduroy Freeman 600 K
Dear Mrs. LaRue Teague 500 L
Doctor De Soto Steig 480
Don't Need Friends Crimi 290 K
Fables Lobel 540 M
Fathers, Mothers, Sisters, Brothers Hoberman L
Five Minutes’ Peace Murphy 360 J
Flossie and the Fox Isadora 610 O
George Shrinks Joyce 550 H
Get Ready for Second Grade, Amber Brown! Danziger 300 K
Goldilocks Returns Ernst 530 N
Harry and Willy and Carrothead Caseley 570 L
Henry and Mudge and the Long Weekend Rylant 340 J
Horrible Harry and the Kickball Wedding Kline 510 L
House Mouse, Senate Mouse Barnes
Jigsaw Jones and the Case of Hermie, 
the Missing Hamster Preller 380 N
Just Plain Fancy Polacco 660 O
Kitten Care and Critters, Too! Fleming 910
Lighthouse Munsch 650 L
Little Blue and Little Yellow Lionni 210 J
Ming Lo Moves the Mountain Lobel 600 K
Mirette on the Highwire McCully 580 P

Miss Nelson is Back 320 L
Miss Nelson Is Missing Allard 340 L
Miss Rumphius Cooney 680 O
More than Anything Else Bradby 660 N
Mouse Soup Lobel 240 J
No Boys Allowed! Taylor-Butler
No Jumping on the Bed Arnold 850 L
Nothing Ever Happens on 90th Street Schotter 600
One Dark and Scary Night Cosby 490
One Monday Morning Shulevitz G
One of Three Johnson 460 I
Pioneer Sisters Tedrow 540 M
Rumpelstiltskin Zelinsky 740 N
Second-Grade Ape Pinkwater 330 M
Sheila Rae, the Brave Henkes 440 K
Song and Dance Man Ackerman 780 O
Song Lee and the Hamster Hunt Kline 450 N
Space Songs Livingston
Stanley and the Magic Lamp Brown 620 N
Stellaluna Cannon 600
Strega Nona dePaola 800 M
The Big Buck Adventure Tobola
The Bossy Gallito / El gallito mandón Delacre 670 M
The Car Washing Street Patrick 580
The Class Trip from the Black Lagoon Thaler 480 M
The Drinking Gourd Monjo 370 M
The Emperor’s Egg Jenkins 570 M
The Gingerbread Man Schmidt 360 I
The Great Ball Game Bruchac 520 M
The Hungry Thing Seidler 290 L
The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry, 
and the Big Hungry Bear Wood 510 I
The Old Red Rocking Chair Root 680 M
The Paperboy Pilkey 530 J
The Patchwork Quilt Flournoy 520 M
The Puppy Who Wanted a Boy Thayer 510 L
The Sword in the Stone Maccarone 200 J
The Tale of Peter Rabbit Potter 660 L
The Three Little Javelinas Lowell 740 L
The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig Trivizas 700 M
The Velveteen Rabbit Williams 820 Q
The Worst Day of My Life Cosby 580
Thunder Cake Polacco 630 M
Tikki Tikki Tembo Mosel 780
Too Many Tamales Soto 670 L
We All Went on Safari Krebs
What Do You Do with a Kangaroo? Mayer 710 M
What Will the Weather Be Like Today? Rogers 470 H
When Sophie Gets Angry.... Really, Really Angry Bang I
Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears Aardema 770 N
Young Cam Jansen and the Baseball Mystery Adler 260 K
Young Cam Jansen and the Zoo Note Mystery 260 J



Title Author Lexile  GRL Title Author Lexile  GRL

“Independent reading of high-quality trade books significantly increases students’ vocabulary... 
overall literacy growth in 23 statistically significant ways.”   -American Educational Research Journal

Grade 2 100 Individual Titles

Independent Reading Collection

10 For Dinner Bogart 820
A Bad Case of Stripes Shannon 540 P
A Big Fat Enormous Lie McPhail 290 I
A House Is a House for Me Hoberman 560 K
A. Lincoln and Me Borden 650 M
Allie’s Basketball Dream Barber 450 J
Alone in His Teacher’s House Sachar 410 L
Arthur Meets the President Brown 480 L
Arthur’s Birthday Brown 260 K
Babushka’s Doll Polacco 360 P
Beauty and the Beast Lanza 480 K
Big Al Clements 880 L
Big Bear Little Bear Bedford 410 H
Big Mama and Grandma Ghana Medearis 450 J
Bigmama’s Crews 550 K
Caps for Sale Slobodkina 480 K
Chocolatina Kraft 560 L
Cinderella Lanza 840 P
Class Picture Day Buckless 370 G
Clifford’s First Snow Day Bridwell 270
Curious George Takes a Job Rey 570 J
Daisy Comes Home Brett 540 L
Even Steven and Odd Todd Cristaldi 410 K
Fall Leaves Fall! Hall 260 I
Families Are Different Pellegrini 540 K
Fish Is Fish Lionni 690 L
Five True Dog Stories Davidson 500 M
Fluffy's Lucky Day McMullan 160 K
Fox and His Friends Marshall 200 J
‘Fraidy Cats Krensky 280 J
Fritz and the Beautiful Horses Brett 590 M
Frog and Toad Together Lobel 330 K
Frog's Lunch Lillegard 270 F
Gathering the Sun/Cosecha de sol Ada 590
Henny Penny Zimmerman 610 I
Hiccups for Elephant Preller 240 I
Hooray for the Dandelion Warriors Cosby 380 L
Horrible Harry in Room 2B Viorst 570 M
Horrible Harry Moves Up to Third Grade Kline 460 L
How Groundhog's Garden Grew Cherry 650 M
I Hate English! Levine 390 M
I Shop with My Daddy Maccarone G
I’m Going to Be a Police Officer Davis 380 K
If Dogs Ruled the World McNulty 680 K
Imogene’s Antlers Small 640 K
Jamaica Tag-Along Havill 410 K
Jessica Henkes 590 K
Johnny Appleseed Olsen 210 G
Jumping the Broom Black
Junie B. Jones and Her Big Fat Mouth Park 420 M

Junie B. Jones has a Monster Under Her Bed Park 340 M
Junie B. Jones Smells Something Fishy Park 330 M
Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie Roop 260 K
Leprechauns Don’t Play Basketball Dadey 650 M
Little Cloud Carle 390 I
Little Hawk’s New Name Bolognese 260 K
Lots and Lots of Zebra Stripes Swinburne 70 H
My Book by Me Rau E
My Friends Gomi 470 G
No Star Nights Smucker 980 P
Nobiah’s Well Guthrie 800 N
Officer Buckle and Gloria Rathmann 510 J
One Glad Man Bowdish E
One Happy Classroom Simon 200 D
Play Ball, Amelia Bedelia Parish 220 L
Rectangles Burke 240 H
Ricky Ricotta’s Mighty Robot Pilkey 340 L
Ricky Ricotta's Mighty Robot vs. 
the Mutant Mosquitoes from Mercury Pilkey 470 L
Ruby, the Copycat Zoehfeld 980 M
Saturday Night at the Dinosaur Stomp Shields N
Scooby-Doo and the Haunted Castle Gelsey 470 N
Second Grade Friends Cohen 520 M
Soccer Game! Maccarone F
Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch Spinelli 550 N
Song Lee and the Leech Man Kline 420 N
Song Lee in Room 2B Kline 470 N
Tell Me What the Time Is Willis 370 L
The Art Lesson dePaola 650 M
The Best Way to Play Cosby 360 K
The Bravest Girls in the World George
The Bunny Hop Slater 210 I
The Cows are in the Corn Young 290 G
The Day I Saw My Father Cry Cosby 300 L
The Day I Was Rich Cosby 490
The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate the Wash Noble 540 K
The Great Race McPhail 170 G
The Josefina Story Quilt Coerr 420 L
The Librarian from the Black Lagoon Thaler 580 N
The Magic Hat Fox 480 L
The Meanest Thing to Say Cosby 350 K
The Mitten Brett 800 M
The Principal’s New Clothes Calmenson 520 K
The Snack Attack Mystery Levy 360 L
The Stories Julian Tells Cameron 520 N
This Is the Place for Me Cole 90 I
This Is the Way We Go to School Baer K
Wait, Skates! Johnson G
We Eat Dinner in the Bathtub Greene 710 M
We're Going on a Picnic! Hutchins
What a Wonderful World Thiele
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A Book About Planets and Stars Reigot 760 O
A Day in Space Epstein 480 L
A Girl Named Helen Keller Lundell 350 K
A Picture Book of Amelia Earhart Adler 880 M
A Picture Book of Christopher Columbus Adler 710 P
A Picture Book of Davy Crockett Adler 690 M
A Picture Book of Harriet Tubman Adler 760 S
A Picture Book of Martin Luther King, Jr. Adler 680 S
Apple Fractions Pallotta 490
Armies of Ants Retan 630 O
Bat Loves the Night Davies 560 J
Bats Bridges 420 H
Ben Franklin and the Magic Squares Murphy 400 L
Betsy Ross Wallner 810 P
Big Bug Fun Oppenheim 650 L
Boom! Gutner 360 M
Brothers & Sisters Senisi 600 N
Busy, Buzzy Bees Fowler 550 I
Chickens Aren’t the Only Ones Heller 620 K
Chomp! Berger 420 L
Desert Giant Bash 980 L
Diego Winter 420 M
Dinosaur Story Cole 420 L
Dive! Berger 520 W
Endangered Animals McNulty 560 K
Energy from the Sun Fowler 600 I
Fraction Action Leedy 330
Friendly Dolphins Fowler 720 H
Frogs and Toads and Tadpoles, Too Fowler 550 G
George Washington Jackson 350 K
Germs! Germs! Germs! Katz 170 J
Getting Ready for Space Bredeson 450 I
Giant Pandas Gibbons 860 O
Give Me a Sign, Helen Keller!
Great White Shark Zoehfeld 530
Handsigns Fain
Horses Gibbons 1190
How Do Apples Grow? Maestro 550 N
How Is a Crayon Made? Oz 970 N
Icky Bug Shapes Pallotta 490 K
Jungle Jack Hanna’s What Zoo-Keepers Do Hanna 570 M
Let's Fly, Wilbur and Orville! Roop 690 N
Let’s Read About... Abraham Lincoln Black 400 H
Let’s Read About... Pocahontas Weinberger 470 H
Let’s Read About... Ruby Bridges Bridges 420 H
Lewis and Clark Redmond 320 K
Liftoff! Bredeson 440 I
Lion Dancer Slovenz-Low 540 N
Martin Luther King, Jr. Ruffin 480 N
Mission: Addition Sandved 410 O

North Pole, South Pole Levinson
One Hundred Ways To Get To 100 Pallotta 440
Penguin Chick Davie 450 L
Penguins! Gibbons 610 O
Postcards from Pluto Leedy 490 P
Red-Eyed Tree Frog Cowley 350 I
Roberto Clemente Greene 610 K
Sarah Morton’s Day Waters 700 Q
Sea Sums Patterson 610 M
Seahorse Reef Walker 720 N
Seven Candles for Kwanzaa Pinkney 970 K
Slinky Scaly Slithery Snakes Patent 890 P
Sound, Heat, & Light: Energy at Work Berger 360 M
Spiders Gibbons 640 L
Squanto's Journey Bruchac 560 P
St. Patrick's Day Gibbons 660 K
Tapenum's Day Waters 680
Terrible Tyrannosaurus Zoehfeld 980 M
The Airplane Alphabet Book Pallotta 660 L
The Amazing Book of Insect Records Woods 950
The Boat Alphabet Book Pallotta 670 M
The Butterfly Alphabet Book Sandved O
The Cloud Book dePaola 680 N
The First Thanksgiving Jackson 430 L
The Five Senses Hewitt P
The Grapes of Math Tang L
The Hershey's Kisses™ Subtraction Book Pallotta 340
The Life and Times of the Ant Micucci
The Magic School Bus® Blows Its Top Herman 540 P
The Magic School Bus® in the Time of the Dinosaurs Cole 410 P
The Magic School Bus® Kicks Up a Storm White 290 O
The Magic School Bus® Ups and Downs Mason 460 M
The Milk Makers Gibbons 770 N
The Moon Book Gibbons 740 O
The Planets in Our Solar System 480 L
The Pledge of Allegiance Bellamy
The Reason for a Flower Heller P
The Statue of Liberty 990 R
The White House Douglas 480 F
This Is My House Dorros 550 L
Tiger Math Nagda 810 P
Touching Gordon 380 G
Trains Gibbons 470 M
Vegetables, Vegetables! G
Weather Words and What They Mean Gibbons 450 R
What Am I Made Of? Bennett 540 N
What is a Pulley? Douglas 300 F
What Magnets Can Do Fowler 580 K
When a Line Bends... a Shape Begins Greene 710 M
Where’s That Reptile? Brenner 420


