
Your Phyllis C. Hunter Library
School libraries and public libraries are fantastic. They are resources that should 

be used in addition to—not instead of—a classroom library. However, it can 
take years of a teacher’s valuable time to assemble the right kinds of books for an 
excellent classroom library. That is why I have created this versatile model library 
based on research, my own years of classroom experience, and my familiarity with 
today’s schools.

About Your Library 
As Hiebert and Martin (2014) have pointed out, “to become truly engaged 

readers children need to be exposed to a wide range of topics and genres.” The  
100 books in your classroom library reflect what children like to read, and what 
they need to read in order to grow as readers with the ultimate goal of being ready 
for college and careers. Within each of the 20 categories you will find five high-
interest titles that highlight diverse characters and important concepts.
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Why Variety and Diversity Matter
Within the library categories, children will find books that vary in tone, level 

of complexity, format, and style. Children will have the opportunity to read some 
classics as well as many new and popular books. They will be able to stretch 
their perceptions of themselves as readers by experiencing a variety of fiction 
and informational texts. Becoming familiar with a wide array of texts will better 
equip children for the texts they will encounter in school and out in the world.

Diverse Heroes It is essential that children are able to see diverse 
people and cultures depicted in the books they read. Every child 
needs exposure to books that reflect the mosaic of our society 
today, books that prepare children for seeing themselves 
as citizens of the world. Every child also should have the 
experience of seeing himself or herself in the books they 
read. But finding the right books to achieve these goals is far 
from easy. The Cooperative Children’s Book Center (CCBC) 
reports that of the 3,200 books CCBC examined in 2013, 
only 253 were by or about African Americans, Asians or Asian 
Americans, Latinos, or American Indians (reference, tk).

Diverse Voices Acclaimed children’s book authors, such as Grace Lin, Pat 
Mora, and Walter Dean Myers, all recall growing up loving books but longing 
to find books that included people who looked like them and whose lives 
reflected their own experiences. Seeking to fill this gap motivated these authors 
and other authors of color to write for the children of today. In the Phyllis C. 
Hunter Classroom Library, you and your students will have the opportunity to 
connect with an array of vibrant, culturally authentic and compelling stories and 
informational texts by and about people of color. 

All of our children need 
books with characters 
who look like them, 
whose experience 
reflect their own.

- Phyllis C. Hunter
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