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MOSINEE — For most of
his lifa, 16-yearald T Gorsld
struggled to read,
“You don't understand a 1ot
of stuff” the Mosines High
sophomore said. “After
you're done reading, you forget
what you first read ™
His difficulty in reading
meant. he' couldn't gain
foothold in any of his classes.
i ¢ was especially hard”
Gorski said. “Tt was hard to
understand tha big words”
Things are looking up for
Gorski now. Last schoal year
he was part of a group of about
15 Mosinee students chosen
for a special pilot program,
called Rend 180, which yses
sophisticatea computer soft-
ware and intensive teachi
techniques to help older stu-
| dents hone Hmrreadmgslnlls
+ - Although results are prelim.
inary, the students “showed
|statistically significant im-
provement in their reading”
said Principal Jim DeBroux,
who spearheaded the effort to
purchase the software package
for Read 180,
It cost about $30,600, he
id, and was purchased with
federal special education dal-
lars, I':g;v about 45 students
are in the program.
After about a year and & half
of Read 180 lessens, Goreki is
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convinced that it works. He
has started reading for fun,
and he's doing better in other
classes, too

Reading botter, Gorskd said,
“makes you feel smarter than
what you used to be. You're
actually learning something
instead of sitting around”

For years, DeBroux watched
older students like Gorski

ers who struggled to read di
n't get the intensive halp they
needed, he said,

“There was an assumption
that (high school) kids alread:
know how to read, or it's too
late” DeBroux said,

Right now, Read 180 is used
only for students in special
education programs, but if the
success is sustained, DeBroux
envisions using it with more
students. T think it will work
really well with our at-risk stu.
dents,” he said.

The secret to the program's

“It's such a complicated
issue. Why can't a kid read?
There are 10 reasons why"
Shupe said. “If you're not hit-
ting all the dimensions, you're
not going to solve the problem ™

Read 180 uses educational
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Read 180 helps high school stude succeed in cl
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1o improve their reading skills are Adam Phelps, from lefl, Wiliam Pafiraih

all freshrmen.

tools such as a computer pro-
gram that continually chal-
lenges individual students in
spelling, word recognition and
phonics, silent reading and
exercises that have students
read out loud in small groups.

Reading is 50 important,
DeBroux said, that the strides
some students are making are
lifechanging.

“If you have a kid who is at,
say, & fourth-grade reading
level, and if you can bump that
up to a seventh- or eighth-
grade level — talk sbout self
esteem,” DeBroux gaid.
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