
Focus Lesson  
Investigating Vivid Verbs
Introduce
Ask students which sentence sounds more 
interesting—“I walked into the classroom” 
or “I raced into the classroom”—and why. 
Point out that raced is a more precise and 
descriptive verb than walked.

Discuss how strong, vivid verbs help the 
reader form a mental picture of the action 
in a piece of writing. For example, say: Can’t 
you almost hear the difference between a 
girl reminding her mom about a field trip 
and complaining to her mom about the trip? 
Verbs like reminding and complaining describe the action precisely 
and help the reader see just what’s happening. 

Explore
•	 Project Choosing Vivid Verbs, then read and discuss the tips and 

examples as students follow along in the Student Handbook. 

•	 Call students’ attention to Tip 1: Picture It! Discuss the ordinary 
verbs in the sentences and the impact stronger verbs would have. 
Invite students to brainstorm other ordinary verbs that they often 
use when writing, such as walked, said, looked, and did. Record 
each verb at the top of a large index card. 

•	 Organize students into small groups, and distribute the index 
cards to the groups, at least one card per group. Tell students 
to use the tips and examples from the Student Handbook to 
brainstorm stronger verbs to add to each card.

•	 Ask volunteers to share their groups’ strong verbs and post the 
cards in the classroom. Have each group pantomime the weak 
verb and then the strong verb to see which is easier for others  
to guess. 

•	 Tell students that when they write their narrative unit projects, 
they can use a thesaurus to help them find just-right verbs to 
capture the action they want to show. Review using a thesaurus.

Wrap Up
Remind students that strong verbs are interesting and precise. They 
tell readers exactly what’s happening and make writing memorable.

Independent Writing
Narrative Unit Project

Have students begin working 
on their narrative unit projects. 
Circulate and confer with students 
about how they can strengthen their 
projects by paying special attention 
to applying strong verbs, as well 
as to everything they have learned 
about other key qualities and the 
writing process in previous units.

Writing Folder 
Application   

Pinpointing a Piece
Have students review pieces in 
their writing folders and choose 
one that would benefit from being 
revised based on what was taught 
in the lesson. Say: Pick a piece from 
your writing folder that has weak or 
overused verbs—ones that you would 
like to change. Circle those verbs. If 
students have trouble deciding, 
have them read the piece aloud to 
a classmate for a second opinion. 
Then have students return the paper 
to their writing folder to work on 
later in the week.

Key Quality: Applying Strong Verbs
Focus Mode: Narrative

Student Handbook, p. 66

Word Choice: Applying Strong Verbs

Choosing Vivid Verbs
Vivid verbs help paint a picture in your reader’s mind. Here are three tips 
for choosing them. 

Picture It!  Close your eyes and run the movie of your story in your mind. 
What are your characters doing? Choose verbs that capture it.

•	I spoke to my mom about the field trip. 

•	Lisa ran by the other team’s best player. 

Stretch Those Verbs!  Picture the action and dig deeper for a 
better verb.

•	I reminded my mom about the field trip.

•	I complained to my mom about the field trip.

•	Lisa exploded past the other team’s best player.

•	Lisa thundered past the other team’s best player.

Get Active!  Keep your sentences active, not passive. Have the subject do 
the action. Avoid too many sentences that contain forms of the verb to be 
(e.g., is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been). Show what the subject does, 
not what it is. 

Passive Sentences Active Sentences

•	The toad was hidden by 
the leaves.

•	The toad hid among 
the leaves.

•	The leaves were on top of 
the toad.

•	The leaves disguised the toad. 

•	The toad nestled in the leaves.
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