Reality Check 5

Your Students Will

« become more familiorwith the
argument writing mode—what it is
and what it isn't,

« [eam about the next unit project
and its theme: ightheartedness.

= pegin brainstonming ideas for the
project.

Materials You'll Need

= The Purpose of Argument Writing
l: Traitspace)

» Mode Benchimark Paper Reality
Check b (E Traitspace)

* Practice Cuestions Reality
Check 5 (@ Traitspace; Teaching
Guide, p. 263)

= Jurnp Start (Student Hond book,
p. 172

Focus Lesson:
Part I Investigating Argument Writing
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Introduce

Tell students that the argument writing
mode and the theme of lightheartedness
will be the focus of the next writing unit.
Bemind them that argument writing
presents and defends a position. Project
The Purpose of Argument Writing.
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Explore

* Askstudents to think of a time when
they tried to persuade someone to
agree with their argument about
something important, such as a rule at S e il
school or at home. Traitspace

s Explain that argument writing is designed to convince the reader
of a point or position. It can be about a feeling, an idea, an issue. or
a product or service. Point out that speeches, editorials, reviews,
esgays, and commercials are forma of argument writing.

s Discuss the term lightheartedness. Ask students how it may
connect to the mode: How could you use lightheartedness in an
arguwment writing piece? Suggest they think about Voice and tone.

Wrap Up

Project the benchmark paper below and read it aloud. Have students
identify what in particular makes it strong, using The Purpose of
Argument Writing to guide them. Highlight words, sentences, and for

passages that confirm students’ opinions. Talk about traits the writer
applied especially well, too.

Txtimg: the Gri Deb

Has high tech really reached a wew low? The average teenager sends more
thaw 3,339 texts per month. We all Leow how easy it is fo flip opew your phowe
and type a quick “meet me [E:' the mall @ 2 plz!" to your BFF. But is fexting
as harmful and destructive fo grammar as teachers claim? Will fexting cause
the Jeath of the Englizh language? Despite popular balief, faxiing isn't creating
a generafion of illiferate feenagers. In fact, it's Joing just the opposite.

According to recant studies by researchers at Covewtry Wwiversity and the
Wwiversity of Toronto, {exting actually improves literacy. The studies found
that texting bad wo detfrimental link with linguistic development, and that

A strong poper inthe argument writing mode




Part II Assigning the Next Unit Project
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Introduce

Tell students that the next major piece of writing they will be
working on is a lighthearted advertising campaign. Explain that

they will choose a product or service and design a series of print and
nonprint advertisements to convince consumers to buy it. To develop
a strong ad campaign, the writer

— malkes a clear claim and sticks with it

Other
Argument Writing
Formats

If you don't want 1o assign an
advertising campaign, orwant

to cesign more than ore option,
consider. ..

— offers good, sound reasons for that claim.

— provides solid facts and examples from reliable sources.

— reveals weakmesses in competing products or gervices. .
« gward nominations

¢ plogs or Web pages

« edlitorials

« speeches

« reviews and critiques

s delbate cutlinesnotes
# public service announcements
» commercicls and infomercials
« Contest entries
» COMSLIMEr guides or reports

# [etters of reference,
application, or comploint

— uses voice to add eredibility and show confidence.

Explore

* Brainstorm with the class ideas for a lighthearted ad campaign,
clarifying that “lighthearted” means that important information
18 presented in an upbeat, cheerful way. Ideas might include:

— apersonal hygiene product, such as mouthwash or deodorant,
that will promote social success. Students can develop copy
and packaging that will comvince classmates to buy it.

— atraditional service such as babysitting. Students can develop
a brochure that describes how they supervise children and why
parents should hire them.

— abig-ticket item such as a car or truck that has innovative,
amazmng features. Students can develop a video presentation
for an annual car show, arguing why the vehicle is remarkable
and why customers should by it.

+ Allow time for students to discuss possible topice for their ad
campaign. Encourage them to brainstorm formats that best fit .
their purposes for writing: a video, a brochure, packaging, signs, L
TV and magazine ads, and so on. Tell them to pick several. since
they are creating a campaign, not just a single ad.

Wrap Up

Ask students to choose a topic they feel strongly about, and apply the
prewriting strategies covered in Unit 1, Week 2. Confer as necessary
to help them refine their topica, then have them write the final topic
on the Unit ¥, Week 1 Jump Start in the Student Handbool

From there, tell them they will begin drafting their campaign soon,
as part of a three-weelk unit focusing on the Ideas, Organization, and
Voice traits.
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Your Students Will

= assess o student benchrmark paper
that ranks high in the key guality.

= listen to you read the “Splatterad
Bug" poster and log entry.

=wotch awvideo of a blogger.

= axplore how the logger used
details alout the poster in his blog.

= applywhaort they learn to their
AT WM.

I,

Materials You'll Need

« Banchrnark PaperIDEAS: Details 2
I.’E' Traitspace)
= Student-Friendly Scoring Guide:

Ideas I,“Er Traltspace; Student
Hondbook, p. 232)

=video clip of a Hlogger
I.’IE' Traitspace)
= “Splattered Bug® Poster and Blag

Entry I.’[El Trakspace; Everyday
Tet 7)

» Dialivering With Details

I,r Traitspace; Student
Hand book, p. 1700

# Blog ! (Student Hand book, p. T75)

= students" writing folders and
argurnent writing unit projects

= blank note cards

Linit T = Weaki

Jump Start Benchmark Paper 2
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Befora class, project Benchmark Paper IDEAS: Details 2. As students
enter, have them score it using the Student-Friendly Scoring Guide:
Ideasin the Smdent Handbook, keeping in mind the key guality, Using
Details. Discuss their assessment and reasons for assigning the score.

Mentor Text Lesson

“Splattered Bug” Poster

and Blog Entry |
Synopsis A children’s guide |
When blogger Joseph Fose noticed “A ko spiatiersd bugs.
Children's Guide to Splattered Bugs” at - ] -
a'76 gas station, he knew it was worth . A |
gharing. The poster—a specimen chart, |
really—takes a forensic scientist's view - & A, !
of dead bugs on the windshield of the car. Al s il |
Eose writes with insight and humor abouat

how his own kids would react to the poster. e ¥
Thislighthearted poster and blog entry —— e
axemplify how to connect with readers

using an eye for detail. SS—
Introduce Sy Yt 7

+ A sk students what they know aboutblogs and bloggers. Explain
that, because of the Internet’s reach, bloggers can connect with
and influence large numbers of readers. Show the video clip of the
blogger and discussitwith students.

+ Project the mentor text and read the blog entry. When you're
finished, ask:

— What iz Rose's purpose for writing the entry? Is the entvy
persuasived

— Who iz the intended audience for the blog? What is the audience
Hikely to do after seeing this poster? Is there another action the
poster is trying to persuade the reader to do? (buy brand 78 gas)

+ Pointout that although the entry does not explicitly tell readers
to check out the poster, it implies that they should. Guide the
discussion by asking questions such as:

— Which details stand out for you? Which details support Rose's
opinion? How effective are the personal details he includes?




Key Quality: Using Details
Focus Mode: Argument Writing

Explore

» Explain that when Eose wrote about the poster onling, he reachad
awide audience, which brought attention not cnly to the poster,
but also to the marketing company that created the poster and to
the 78 brand of gasoline.

+ Project the mentor text and discuss with students its
effectiveness. Leave it up for them to refer to.

# Tell students that they will work with
partners towrite a blog response to
Rose. Init, they should:

— explain what they like about the
enitry—or don'tlike about it.

— identify good details Rose used to
make his point. T ——

— share their own reactions to the
poster and the blog,

» Hawve students pair up and complets the
ElogIt!sheetin the Student Handbook.  swdent Hanabook, p. 175
Bemind them that their respornss neads
to be persuasive, so they should consider what their aundience will
want to know, use details that their andience will relate to, and

clearly argue what they like and for don’t like about Rose’s blog
ENtTY.

+ Encourage students to refer toboth the filled-in Blog Itl and the
Delivering With Details sheet as they draft their responses.

+ When they've finished, ifit's within school policy, post the
responses or send them via e-mail to Joseph Rose.

Wrap Up

Ask students to identify different argument writing formats and
under what circumstances each one is typically used. (See liston
page 259.) Then ask students how writing the blog response was the
same or different from other forms of argument writing they have
done. Discuss how a blog response is usually more informal and,

in this case, lighthearted than more traditional argument writing
formats such asessays and speeches, in which students need to state
their position clearly and support it with clear reasons and reliable
facts and details.
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Writing Folder @ /
Application
Improving the Piece

Ask students toowork on the pieces
they selected from theirwriting
folders cn Diay 1, adding details to
the undedined sections. Encourage
therm to use a separate sheet of
poper if they need more space for
added details. Then howe them
return the popsrs to their witing

folders.
ndependent Writing
Araument Wriﬁna

it Project
Howve students cortinue working
o their unit projects. Circulcte and
confer with studerts about how they
con improve their projects by paying
special attention to Using Details, as
wiel | as to other key gualities they've
bE=en learning about,

Tip: Invite students to review each
other's unit projects. Discuss how
to respond positively to good idecs
and well-thought-out argurments,
cind hicaes o miake respectful and
constructive suggestions about
areas thot could usse

improvemeant,

™ Professional Development
Find video of lessons and
activities like these on PD Live.

Ideas: Using Details @
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