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Questions & Answers  
 
1. I have been participating in webinars that call for high-tech tools and gaming like Wowzers, 

etc. in lieu of textbooks. I like the idea of tech-savvy math class, but how do you balance 
that with incorporating discourse and communication among peers? 
Technology really needs to be used to serve a mathematical and pedagogical purpose, not 
just technology for technology’s sake. In some cases it may actually decrease students’ 
ability or willingness to engage in discourse.  There are however, tools that can make it 
more likely that students feel safe sharing their strategies and thinking, and have access to 
many more ideas than they would in a traditional face-to-face setting.  For example, the 
“chat” feature in many online platforms can allow all participants to share their ideas.  
These responses are then available for everyone to view. 

 
2. How do you feel about centers in the middle school classroom?  I have not used centers in 

the past, but I feel they may help deepen understanding if done the correct way. 
Absolutely! Much like my response concerning the use of technology in the classroom, 
centers can be a wonderful classroom structure if used strategically and for a well thought 
out purpose.  One way to use centers is to provide students with multiple tasks around a 
particular topic or concept, and then have students reflect on the similarities of the tasks or 
solutions. This would be a way to address Mathematical Practice 7: Look for and make use 
of structure and 8: Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. Centers can also 
be used to provide differentiated tasks to students and allow teachers to provide targeted 
instruction to particular students. 
 

3.  Is Julie speaking at NCTM? If so, which day and time? 
Yes.  My session is on Friday, April 27th from 10:30 to 12:00 in 115 A at the Convention 
Center. 

 
4. Is it true that assessments will be online in 2014? 

Yes, the plan for both of the assessments (PARCC and Smarter) to have part of the 
assessment online. 
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5. Is it possible to have access to the actual videos of the students for professional 
development purposes? 
The two video clips I referenced are from the Math Solutions resource, Classroom 
Discussions: Seeing Math Discourse in Action by Nancy Canavan Anderson, Suzanne H. 
Chapin, and Catherine O’Conner.  We also have many clips available for viewing on the Math 
Solutions website www.mathsolutions.com. 

 
6. The book was listed as K-6…is there a parallel reference for 9-12? 

Not yet, but one is being developed.  Stay tuned! 
 
7. Are the courses K-12?? 

Yes. We have Common Core courses for K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and high school.  
 

8. What resources are available to support this in middle and high school? 
Please see above. 

 
9. Some of our teachers are struggling to understand the difference between tools and 

models.  Can someone help me out here? 
At Math Solutions we consider Hiebert et al.’s (1997) definition of tools to include “things 
the student already knows and materials that can be used to solve problems.” In this way, 
models can be used as tools, or learning supports, both to help students solve problems and 
to help them communicate effectively.  The term “model” in Mathematical Practice 4: 
Model with mathematics, refers specifically to the use of mathematics to model 
mathematical situations.    For example, the expression 10h + 5 could be used to calculate 
my babysitting charges if $10 is my hourly rate,  h = the number of hours I sit, and $5 is a flat 
rate for providing my own transportation. 

 
10. We are currently implementing common core and will assess CCSS in the next few weeks.  I 

am struggling with vocabulary. How can I support my teachers with building vocabulary? 
We have many good resources at mathsolutions.com. For help specifically with vocabulary 
around the Common Core, check out commoncoretools.me. 
 

11. Where can teachers find some examples (non-textbook) problems that can support CCSS to 
use as tasks for classroom discourse? 
Please see above.  We have materials available on the Math Solutions website that can give 
you examples of tasks and video clips to show you students in classrooms engaged in 
discourse. 

 
12. Can you say what districts are making great strides in transitioning? 

We don't have any examples to share at this time, but we do bring schools and districts that 
are ahead of the curve to our Model Schools Conference. To learn more, go to 
www.modelschoolsconference.com 

 
13. Can I get a copy of the Readiness Rubric? 

The Readiness Rubric is a tool that SAP consultants use to diagnose district needs around 
transition to the Common Core.  To learn more about working with an SAP consultant to 
diagnose your district's needs email  sap@scholastic.com 
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