
The Interactive Bookmark (During-Learning)
The Interactive Bookmark is a note-taking tool for students to use as

they read independently. Designed to help students stop and process at
different points throughout their reading, the Interactive Bookmark is an
open-ended activity that includes both linguistic and nonlinguistic elements.
In fact, the two different templates on reproducible page 42 provide a choice
for students to just use words or to include symbols and nonlinguistic
elements for note-taking. The bookmark invites readers at different levels of
proficiency to choose the way they respond to text. You can expand students’
abilities to respond when they use the bookmark by providing mini-lessons
on specific strategies that target areas in which students need support, such
as identifying cause-and-effect relationships, recognizing text structure, para-
phrasing, inferring, and summarizing. The bookmark can be a practice tool
students use to become strategic readers.

As always, introduce the activity by modeling it. Provide students with
copies of the Interactive Bookmark (have these precut or ask students to
cut out their own). Read aloud an engaging book and stop at key points in
the text (e.g., the middle of a heated dialogue or the end of an extended
description). At each stopping point ask students to respond on their book-
marks to what they have read, filling in the boxes on their bookmark and
labeling the box with the chapter and page or paragraph number. Share
several student responses with the whole class. 

When students are ready to use the bookmark independently, assign
students a few “stop points” in their reading and give them the choice of
only a few options for response at each stop point. Add options as students
learn what a quality response looks like in each case. Figure 2.6 lists a
variety of ways students can respond to what they are reading.
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Students respond in many
different ways to literature
by  writing and/or drawing
on their Interactive 
Bookmarks.

• Jot down a key idea expressed by the author.

• Paraphrase what you have read.

• Draw a symbol or picture to help you remember an 
important part.

• Make note of something important (a quotation, a theme).

• Make a connection between this text and your own 
experiences. 

• Make a connection between this text and another.

• Make a connection between this text and something in the 
real world.

Figure 2.6

WAYS FOR STUDENTS TO RESPOND TO TEXTS
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• Write two questions that can be answered
by the reading.

• Predict what will happen next.

• Note evidence of text structure.

• Identify a confusing part.

• Pose a question you want answered.

• Give your opinion of what you read.

• Create a metaphor or simile to help you
remember an important word or idea 
(____ is like ____).
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L E A R N I N G

A C T I V I T Y
D U R I N G

____________________________________ ’s

INTERACTIVE BOOKMARK
BOOK TITLE OR TEXTBOOK PAGES

______________________________________

STOP point #1 __________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

STOP point #2 _________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

STOP point #3 _________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

STOP point #4 _________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Notes: _______________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

____________________________________ ’s

INTERACTIVE BOOKMARK
BOOK TITLE OR TEXTBOOK PAGES

______________________________________

STOP point #1 

______________________________________

STOP point #2 

______________________________________

STOP point #3 

______________________________________

STOP point #4 

______________________________________

Notes: _______________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________


