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The series, The Complete 4, created by literacy advocates Laurie Pastore and Pam Allyn, 
offers a comprehensive K-5 language arts program that provides grade specific 
curriculum to meet the needs of developing young readers and writers, with each text 
building upon previous learning from the prior year. The Complete Year in Reading and 
Writing: Grade 4, is a flexible and adaptive guide for the teaching of reading, writing, and 
English conventions. The material is presented in a straightforward manner that is easy to 
use in any fourth grade classroom. Each unit is written and developed with a clear 
understanding of the developmental needs of fourth grade students in mind and is 
precisely aligned to concrete educational standards for the fourth grade. The main focus 
of the textbook is creating a solid reading and writing community, where students can 
share ideas and build confidence in their own language abilities. The book encourages 
students to set independent and attainable goals for reading and writing throughout the 
school year, as each unit provides scaffolding through detailed and deliberate instruction. 

As a first step toward instituting the series, The Complete 4 includes a thorough DVD 
with a grade level guide for each title in the series which provides an overview of the 
series, answers to commonly asked questions, assessment rubrics, resource sheets, a link 
to technology for the reading and writing classroom, and some suggestions for possible 
professional growth opportunities. In the program overview, Pam Allyn presents the 
major components of the series and illustrates their effectiveness with actual classroom 
demonstrations. The video highlights the deep interaction and collaboration during the 
reading and writing process. It is a quick and excellent resource for teachers using the 
program, along with answers to questions that may arise with the use of the series. 
Understanding the growing advantages to using technology in the language arts 
classroom, one particularly advantageous feature included on the DVD is the section, 
“The Complete 4 and Digital Publishing.” Ideas for creating and sharing student written 
text are offered, as well as, a link to the Realebooks website, used for digital publishing. 
Also included on the disc are reproducible pages, resource sheets, and assessment rubrics, 
which are a helpful time-saver for busy teachers. 

As a textbook, The Complete Year in Reading and Writing: Grade 4 is highly organized 
with light tabbing for easy reference by the seasons of the year, making year long 
planning uncomplicated. Each of the four seasonal units is defined by theoretical 
framework, goals, materials, a daily planning guide, and assessment tools. Lessons are 
well planned and highly structured, with clear instructions for implementation. The units 
and the time commitment suggested may seem too lengthy in some situations, however, a 
major advantage of the series seems to be its adaptability. Teachers are reminded that 



they can alter the plans to fit any time schedule. Additionally, throughout the book, a 
multitude of resource sheets are offered to facilitate the learning process and save time. 

The overall structure of The Complete Year in Reading and Writing focuses on four main 
ideas throughout the book: process, genre, strategy, and conventions. The book addresses 
process as it presents introductory material, referred to as ARCH: Assessment, Routines, 
Choice, and Healthy Community, designed to create a cohesive group experience for 
reading and writing from the very beginning of the school year. The two major goals 
suggested in ARCH are to establish roles and routines for the year and to assist every 
student in identifying as a reader and writer. Throughout the units, reading and writing 
are taught as interrelated disciplines. The recommended literature for each chapter 
encompasses a wide variety of genre, authors, and topics. Diversity of individuals is a 
well identified and explored issue throughout the literature. Students are encouraged and 
challenged to use their critical thinking skills and strategies across the literature to 
become inspired writers. Connections to themes and each other are the main focus of the 
writing instruction, as illustrated through discussions and conferencing. One significant 
distinction in The Complete Year is that it includes instruction and practice in English 
conventions throughout each unit, rather than teaching it in isolation. Research has 
proven integration of English skills within a complete literature classroom experience to 
be a best practice method. 

Overall, The Complete Year in Reading and Writing: Grade 4 is a solid and 
comprehensive guide for use in the fourth grade classroom. When used with the entire 
series, The Complete 4, from kindergarten through grade 5, the series offers a curriculum 
that is research based, interconnected, and carefully aligned for the elementary grades. 
Additionally, the series and each grade level guide provide an important technology 
component and a multitude of resources that should lead the reading and writing 
classroom to success each and every year. 

Reviewed by Jennifer Rose-Woodward, doctoral student focused on the area of language 
arts at the College of Saint Mary. She has taught the fourth grade for many years. She has 
worked as adjunct faculty in the Teacher Education Department for the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha, teaching classes in Children’s Literature and Language Arts. She 
begins dissertation work in the spring of 2010. 
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