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In Closing the Achievement Gap, Borrero and Bird provide a practical and user-friendly 

guide to understanding how to celebrate diversity in the classroom and for providing 

theoretically sound pedagogy for learners who struggle in a variety of content areas. The 

text focuses on students in middle and high school with a special emphasis placed on 

English Language Learners, or ELL students. The authors begin the reading by providing 

charts with data that show the rapidly changing demographics of today’s schools. With 

this changing demographic comes the need for education to find new and effective 

strategies for reaching diverse populations of students; Borrero and Bird have 

appropriately titled the introduction “Calling All Teachers to Close the Achievement 

Gap.” This introduction is written in the tone of a “pep rally” of sorts; it encourages and 

motivates educators to get involved in making academic success a reality for all students. 

The book is divided into three parts with a total of eight chapters. The three parts include: 

 

• Foundational Understandings 

• Essential Reading Strategies 

• Closing Thoughts 

 

Each of these parts includes a solid research base coupled with practical strategies to 

assist teachers in understanding the nature of the achievement gap in middle and high 

school classrooms. Additionally, beginning in chapter two, the authors provide “break-

out” pages entitled “View from a Classroom” and “Tips.” The “View from a Classroom” 

showcases a teacher in action using some of the strategies Borrero and Bird suggest; 

these stories help the reader to make a realistic connection to the content in each chapter. 

The “Tips” boxes give more detailed information about the strategies presented in the 

chapters; each is supported by sound pedagogical research. 

 

In chapter one, part one, Borrero and Bird provide statistics and research from the 

National Center for Education Statistics, 2005, in which the controversial subject of 

achievement gaps in reading scores between Caucasian, African American, and Hispanic 

students are highlighted. Although on the surface the information appears dire, the 

remainder of the chapter offers hope. This sets the stage for honest and open dialogue 

about the needs of diverse learners. Additionally, Borrero and Bird, in the first pages of 

the text, encourage educators and educational stakeholders to view diversity as an asset 

rather than a deficit. The asset rather than deficit model when examining the needs of 

diverse learners is primary to the authors’ stance.  

 

In chapter two, the issue of differentiated instruction is discussed and used as a model for 

what teachers can do in order to facilitate learning in all content areas. Some of the key 

points discussed in chapter two help to establish differentiated instruction as a 

pedagogical tool that “doesn’t have to be more work, should include relevant curriculum, 



and should have specific goals for monitoring understanding (p. 34-35). 

 

After the first two introductory chapters, there is a shift to dialogue about specific reading 

strategies, beginning in chapter three and continuing until chapter seven. Some of the 

strategies include: 

 

• Think-Pair-Share 

• Reciprocal Teaching 

• Text Preview 

• Vocabulary Grids 

• Interactive Read-Alouds 

• Monitored Sustained Silent Reading 

• Read Aloud, Write Aloud 

• 3PQ or Three-Part Questioning 

 

Each strategy is explained in an easy-to-follow format and supports all content area 

teachers not just English or ELL teachers. Borrero and Bird also note that pre-packaged 

reading programs are not always the answer; good teachers know what students need and 

reading strategies such as the ones presented in this text provide a foundation.  

 

The appendixes offer three black-line masters for use with sustained silent reading, a 

reading interest survey for use with students during the first days of school, and an exit 

ticket, a strategy that students use to reflect on what they have learned in class. 

 

This text would be helpful to all teachers, but it does seem more suited for educators in 

environments where language diversity is prevalent. Understanding some of the unique 

concerns of ELL students discussed in the text might prove challenging for teachers 

outside of this environment. Additionally, the text only highlights a few reading 

strategies, which might appear limiting to educators with extensive experience in literacy 

achievement or educators who just need “more.” 

 

Comprehensively, this text does an excellent job of providing background research 

related to achievement gaps, practical strategies to assist in closing achievement gaps, 

and real-world transcripts that showcase how teachers are implementing said strategies. 

Closing the Achievement Gap is a useful resource for novice or veteran teachers seeking 

ways to successfully use diversity as an asset in the classroom. 
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