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The Importance of Vocabulary on 3™ and 4™ Grade Standardized
Tests

Words are our tools to communicate with others, as well as explore and analyze the
world around us. Therefore, it stands to reason that children with a limited vocabulary
will be handicapped in their educational progress. The most obvious effect of an
underdeveloped vocabulary will be seen in poor reading comprehension, as children
struggle to extract meaning from reading passages.

Well-developed vocabulary and reading comprehension skills are central to success
on the standardized tests used in most states, with—in many cases—students’
promotion to higher grades directly at stake. Vocabulary appears in two main ways:
1) Reading questions that directly test vocabulary
2) Comprehension questions that require strong vocabulary knowledge.

This document gives an overview of the importance of vocabulary to some of the most
widely used standardized tests of reading, including:
* National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
California Standards Test — English-Language Arts
Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT3)
New York English Language Arts
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT)
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)

The following pages include excerpts from publicly available samples of test passages.
While not a comprehensive overview of all state tests, these examples clearly show the
importance of vocabulary skills to success on 3" and 4" grade standardized tests of
reading.
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NAEP Reading Assessment and Vocabulary

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) measures the achievement
of students nationwide in reading, based on the latest scientific research. From the
table below, we can see the critical importance of vocabulary to many different
elements of text knowledge and comprehension tested by NAEP:

Aspect of Reading

Element of Forming a General Developing Making Examining
Literary Text Understanding Interpretation Reader/Text Content and
Connections Structure
Which words describe | Which words let you | Explain the double | Why does the
what the story is know that time has meaning of ____. author use the
mostly about? Use gone by? Explain Tell which words ____to
evidence from the text | with evidence from | meaning better describe how
to support your the story. explains the major feels?
response. ideas in the
passage.
Which words do you Why did the

think mean the same
as the title? Tell
why you think so.

author give a
definition of ___
in paragraph 2?

Use the context to
tell the meaning of

Explain why the
phrase ____is
useful in these
directions.

Why does the
author use the
words to
present the last
step of the
directions?

The following page gives a specific example from a Grade 4 NAEP reading passage.
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Sample Reading Passage From
The NAEP Reading Assessment

Grade 4 Sample Reading Passage: Literary

HUMGAY SPIDER AND THE TURTLE
(Descrphion of Stary

Fungry Spider and (e Turlle™ is & Wasl Alican [lklak (hat
humarsisly depicts hunger and the custom of hospilalkty through the |
actiors &nd cormmrgalions of the tille dharacien

Spickes aid Turtke Fg in dManed countrss, Trey Breel maal when
Turle, tamshed drom raveling a long way Irom home, comes upon
Bpiders housa, Whiln Spidar & wall kncwn among his neighbors far
his graal appatile and ks greediveea, Tumls, being a smanger,
believes Spider’s offer of & meal 1o be sncens. & becomes dear thal
Spkdar wnnms all the 1ood for himsall &nd that his gestune ol
hespiaily is memly show S0 1hat people wil ol apeak badly of
him, Turla realizes thal e has been ficked oul of hawing amy 1ood
bust doesnt bt on that he krorws. He susvaly condrs wilh Sgades
that i was a Bing meal; and as Tudle leaves, he assunes Spder of |
aifily Bcipilably i Spider aver Vals B e counlny |

Iri tima, tha ghiilencus Spidar linds himsatl & lang way Iram hame in
Turdle's courfig. How i is Turlla's lum 16 uss ocal Guslom &2 &
camoullage for true infent. He repays Spiders gesiure ol hosptalily,
and Spidar gels (ke meal thel 2 dosareg

" W did not receive copymight approval bo put the actual beet {rom
e sludant boaklal an e Wake sile, The Tull best $am ba fownd n
Harold Courlander, "Hurgry Spider and thes Tuetls,” Irom The Gow-
Taill Swifch & Onhav Fras! Afdcan Siones. Copyright £ 1587 oy
Hanmy Hell ad Company, Ing.

Questions for "Hungry Spider and the Turlle”
L. Why did Spider invite Twrtle to share his food ¥
& Toamuse himself

b Too bz kimd and belpful Appears in Taxt Talk, Level C

. T howe company af dinner

Appears in Text Talk, Level A

d. To appenr generaus

A Which best describies Spider™s clsaracter?
a. Patien
k. Friendly
i, Selfish
d. Angry

Appears in Text Talk, Level K

ol S

For more information on Text Talk, a K-3 vocabulary program by Scholastic, visit
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California Standards Test and Vocabulary

The English-Language Arts Standards Test is administered as part of the Standardized
Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program under policies set by the California State
Board of Education. California uses the CAT/6, which is the latest edition of the Terra
Nova. From the table below, we can see the critical importance of vocabulary to the
strands/reporting clusters administered on the Grade 3 exam:

Strand/Reporting Cluster Number of

Questions
on Exam

* Word Analysis 20 (30% of total)

* Reading Comprehension 15

* Literary Response & Analysis 8

*  Writing Strategies 9

*  Written Conventions 13
Total = 65

The vocabulary and comprehension skills tested in Grade 3 include:

3RW1.4 Vocabulary and Concept Development: Use knowledge of
antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and homographs to determine the meanings
of words.

3RWI1.5 Vocabulary and Concept Development: Demonstrate knowledge of
levels of specificity among grade-appropriate words and explain the importance
of these relations (e.g., dog/mammal, animal/living things).

3RW1.6 Vocabulary and Concept Development: Use sentence and word
context to find the meaning of unknown words.

3RW1.7 Vocabulary and Concept Development: Use a dictionary to learn the
meaning and other features of unknown words.

3RW1.8 Vocabulary and Concept Development: Use knowledge of prefixes
(e.g., un-, re-, pre-bi-, mis-, dis-) and suffixes (e.g., -er, -est, -ful) to determine
the meaning of words.

For more information on Text Talk, a K-3 vocabulary program by Scholastic, visit
www.scholastic.com/texttalk
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Sample Reading Passage
From California Standards Test

NI T TR T L ERARR

Releases] Tesi Quesilons

Muoambkey Losks for |rosbdc

1 (i Byt ey w1 Tremidied, o e 8
e FWea Trolea, o omemmed i el o omg
thir red. Foeowm Tphi 1 e ineeip, Monkiey
wuichnll . He wre The lepr cley pid dbr
i g, i dbavad e aai @b
b g peer B v e drepred B
g’ | e i ruees prezer. | b been
Full sl M Ts wfnig jebes thal wamend s
T

1 T by b | oven ol ol !
B oy s e by Wimabede ¥ e i e
bty Sbkimied w3 puhay 0 cakm m e
eodorinl grers bl thary brpl plbeg ol
T b pied o and Lol

Sy sonrmed dan the e e w e groasd. "Thaw s coubbe™ e masend © drnemE 71wl
eyt roahie, o o booka ceer deficoun” The ool we cecoeni i imd Sy e oo
el Sleiey s pwty oo [ Ben

[ | g Bl e iy | waed G e okl T ] Vi U6 ki el ik i Tl il g
ke e e v s i, Tealc ez

T . g o s ke L e, Tos b # a e s bam L e st s pscasi
a1 ] i o B pdinna Reine o ldnaian

! Hesd thily sawience frem ihe viar.

| O 1o the market be went, ghitising
Immmummqmﬁmeuen

Wkl e Ui woerd pRISLEF Lk maran In
iy wrmtrma

A rumning
B drping
© dewing
0 cwling

In addition, this test includes vocabulary items that are NOT related to reading
passages, such as the following:

12. Which word is an ANTONYM for slow?

A noisy
B dull
C easy
D quick

e

For more information on Text Talk, a K-3 vocabulary program by Scholastic, visit
www.scholastic.com/texttalk
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Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT3) and Vocabulary

Illinois tests reading using the ISAT3 beginning in grade 3. The breakdown of
questions shows that vocabulary skills are essential to succeeding on this standardized
reading test:

Grade 3 Grade 4
State Goal 1—Reading 70% 70%
Standard 1A—Vocabulary | 14% 14%
Development
Words in Isolation 7% 7%
Words in Context 7% 7%

The following pages include samples from the ISAT3 released items.

For more information on Text Talk, a K-3 vocabulary program by Scholastic, visit
www.scholastic.com/texttalk
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Sample Vocabulary Items
From ISAT3

The following sample questions are typical of those that follow a reading
comprehension passage. In this example, the passage provided was a nonfiction
passage about a veterinarian:

Q. What is the name for a doctor that helps sick animals?
* A gardener

An architect

A fisherman

A veterinarian

Q. Dr. Keller often heals sores. Which is most like a sore?

* A bruise

* A bandage
* A tooth

* A muscle

The following sample questions test vocabulary knowledge in isolation. These
questions are typical of those that do not follow a reading passage:

Q. What does unable mean?
* very able
* too able
* not able
¢ almost able

Q. What is the root of the word shortage?

* or

* age
e short
* tag

For more information on Text Talk, a K-3 vocabulary program by Scholastic, visit
www.scholastic.com/texttalk
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New York State Testing Program and Vocabulary

The Grade 4 English Language Arts test contains multiple-choice questions based on
brief reading passages and performance assessment items. They measure students’
attainment of skills such as:

* understanding story events

* drawing conclusions

* making predictions

* identifying the main idea

* using vocabulary strategies

* identifying supporting details

* identifying point of view

* evaluating ideas

* understanding features that distinguish genres

* using figurative language to interpret text.

mﬁ:-:_lﬁ.- !

For more information on Text Talk, a K-3 vocabulary program by Scholastic, visit
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Sample Reading Passage
From New York English Language Arts Test

yadal
Reraed this artiche sbseut bears, Then da Numsbers & throwsgh 11,

THE BEAR ESSENTIALS

I oo

Doyl Fatsjcrak workcs at the Appaiachian Boar Center in T Grool Smoky
Wountaing of Tonnessss |n this indervies; P iadks sboul how he gol inbsresied in
Do @l Mo theis Coieriiet Friskes Endee

Entervibewer: You kmow bears, What ae they really liket | re——— |
Dharyl: Black bears are nos the feeocious animals thar sany l e
peaple porray them te be. Is facr, & wild hesr b almsosg
Ilhl[.‘lnml.f::rdﬂd’g'mhn youase ol I However, beisi ane wery sirong and cas
liuirt vl i vea gl boo clods b Lhem, 0 aever approach a bear af any me,

e pecuidy o it ti @ cub o @ sothes with ookl

Interviewer: Bow did vos decide te help bears?
Diaryl: Az | Wi ErOWERE U, B dad used L el mee cisping every summer and

fulll. W mane lots of anisnals, feom the rinkest mosse 1o the biggest bear. B was then
thas | discowered than | cruly love ssemals.

Thia Aol achian Baar
il fesains Benia and
Fedgrs refuem: therm o the
wild. Bul, as Dand poinis
gl uriill e B o
Ficmas, the cenber has o
Pesist] (b

Go On

e T T T T T

S —— T Page 5

According to the definition given in the
article, which of the following words is
the opposite of ferocious?

gentle
strong
hungry

- m

dangerous

@
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Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) and Vocabulary

The FCAT incorporates questions from the SAT 9 test. The following sample items
show that the standards and items tested require a strong base in vocabulary:

Passage 1: Fiction
1. Identifying synonyms

Passage 2: Nonfiction
9. Using context to identify word or phrase meaning
13. Using context to identify word or phrase meaning

Passage 5: Nonfiction
30. Understanding phrases

Passage 6: Poem
34. Using context to derive word meaning

The vocabulary items on the FCAT include synonyms, multiple meaning words, and
words in context. The multiple meaning words items are unusual in that the student has
to read a sentence with an underlined word and then choose which of four other
sentences uses the word in the same way.

See the next page for sample items from the publicly-available FCAT Reading Sample
Test Book for Grade 3.

For more information on Text Talk, a K-3 vocabulary program by Scholastic, visit
www.scholastic.com/texttalk
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Sample Reading Passage
From FCAT

Copyrighe © 20002 State of Florida Deparoment of State

:,,?%-i FCAT Rralvng Rawiple Tt Naak m

“Theat's what my beather always says,” [amaica sakd. She started fo
n':p.al:' the caste. Then she thought, but 1 dan't like my brother o say
that. It hurts my feclings.

Jamaica smoothed the wall. “See, Berbo, like that. You can help me
make o bigger casthe if yow're very carefial ®

The ward smooth is cowered in
Teud Talk Level A

n- Hovwr dicezs [amiasca showe that ahe has :h.'lnnﬂl hirr el skt Ivdtqu Hisma pll:-

wath hast?
# Jamaigs keasks s s ol Besrto is el3ll ssearky Robust word that could
. cause probiems for children
@ Jamaicy fells Berio it o maess wp the castle, withaut Emll‘ﬂ-ﬂ: bl
H Jamalca shows Berto how fo smooth & wet wall of sand inEbmichan in el cumcualum

1 Jamaica stope swinging whin Berhe walks o Frong of ber.

Vo g <t * | pur gy i b s i — g . b v Sk T Sy by pre————
gl Ak = M i el

Foge 7 G0 On

AT EH Sy Brsd Matrriabs, 7 KNS Flrorsia D rews vl fohaamr

@
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Texas Assessment of Knowledge and SKkills (TAKS) and Vocabular

The TAKS assessment maps items on the reading test to state standards. The
vocabulary and comprehension skills tested include the following objective which is
linked to the corresponding state standard:

(3.8) Reading/vocabulary development.
The student develops an extensive vocabulary.

(C) use resources and references such as beginners’ dictionaries,
glossaries, available technology, and context to build word meanings and
to confirm pronunciations of words

(D) demonstrate knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, and multi-meaning
words (for example, by sorting, classifying, and identifying related
words)

On the FCAT, only vocabulary words that appear in a passage are tested. Students are
expected to use context as well as other strategies like synonyms, antonyms, prefix,
root, or suffix identification to derive word meaning. Students may also be asked to use
a dictionary entry or explain the context clues they used to derive the meaning of a
word.

For more information on Text Talk, a K-3 vocabulary program by Scholastic, visit
www.scholastic.com/texttalk
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Sample Reading Passage
From TAKS 2004

Excerpis from the Texns Assessment of Knowledpe and Skille, Grade 3, 303
[Copryright © 2003, Texas Education Agomcy)

Experpt |
21, Which word from
p|_.l=|r.1l.-.mph 5 mneans
Little Helpers the apposits
e of chantic?
5. I!l.'l_r.a.nd hjr:. Burl.emn pot the idea for guide borses during a trip to Mew Yaork 1 raim
Ciry, While riding in a camiage pulled by large horses, they s how calm the O dnew
harses were in the noisy city maffic. The borses stayed gaiet and calm even when 1) harpe
evenything sround themn wis nodsy and ghaotic. The horses also konew where fo go 1 wanaray
without much dimection fmom the drver, The horses szemed o be mtural guide
animals
Enowledie of this
roibast o 19
esservtial Lo answer
the above question
Experpt I

Ly amd the Chickens

Thee ezt mmieenicgg Drad woend 1o boren Do gt @ pard o fin the rector. Mom was
talking on the pame to Grandma. Al by herseIf Lucy swept the front porch, She

1 waater i th dog's boewl. By noon th bright =an was shinmg ovirbead. Lucy
ﬂlrhlrsh.' after dnugn her cheares cuiside. Roobust words thar

could cause serious
Lucy went inside the house. She heard her mother still talking to Grandma. Locy |1I'I:I-|.'I-|-EI'I'I-$ for
ot f ool drink of waser, Then she went back ouraside and e Tlomer iR et st
g;:rdl:n.l_"['-:l better water the flowers,” Lucy said to herself. “They're probably exphicit vocabulary
thirecy. mntruction ui their
Adter wiering the flowers, Lucy glanced ioward the henhowase, =1 should give the curriculum
chickens some water. They e probably tirsky, foe™

lillise] & hige ket sith waner. She coukl barely il 0. She wried dragging the
backet,

bt the water ghoshed ows.

@
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Sample Vocabulary Questions
From TAKS 2004

S-1 In paragraph 1, which word helps the reader know what the word drooped means?

e proud
* floppy
* young
e different

--Strong
--Worried
--Caring

1. Which word best describes St. Martin?
e --Upset

7. In paragraph 16, the word matted means—
e --curled

--long

--tangled

--soft

33. Which words from paragraph 2 help the reader know what layer means?
--top part of the ground

--for so long

--decided to go

--the rain finally stopped

For more information on Text Talk, a K-3 vocabulary program by Scholastic, visit
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