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SUMMARY

CAPS FOR SALE is about a peddler who walks
along the countryside offering caps for sale. What
isunusual about the peddler isthat he chooses to
carry his stock of caps on his head- one piled on
top of the other.

One day, the peddler decides to rest by alarge
tree. While he naps, a group of monkeys snatch
the caps from the peddler’s head. When the ped-
dler awakes, he orders the monkeys to give him
back his caps. The monkeys refuse with a simple
"tsz, tsz’ tsz." At the end of the story, the peddler
becomes so frustrated with the monkeys that he
throws the one cap left on his head onto the
ground in anger. The monkeys imitate the ped-
dler’s behavior, throwing all the caps down from
the tree. The happy peddler returns the caps to his
head and heads down the road calling, "Caps!
Caps for sale! Fifty cents a cap!"

OBJECTIVES

* Children will learn to appreciate humor in story-
telling.

* Children will investigate animal behavior

* Children will explore the ways goods are sold.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Share the book CAPS FOR SALE with children.
Then ask:

» How many of you have seen monkeysin the
Z00?

Monkeys love to copy whatever you do, discuss
monkey see, monkey do.

Explain that monkeys are very smart and have
even gone up in space. They can ride bicycles;
they are actors because they can copy people’'s
behavior.

Play a simple game of "Simon Says" with chil-
dren. Talk about how much fun it can be to imi-
tate, to do exactly the same thing someone elseis
doing.

Discuss with the children the different ways their
families can buy ice cream (large supermarket,
small grocery store, ice cream truck, ice cream
stands). Emphasize that in addition to ice cream,
al kinds of foods and objects are sold in many
different ways. Explain that long ago, and today in
many countries, objects are sold by people, some-
times known as peddlers, who walk the city
streets or country roads carrying things they want
tot sell. Ask children to describe situations where
they may have seen people selling their waresin
this fashion.

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Supply avariety of hats that children can try onin
the classroom. Then give children the opportunity
to pile severa of the hats on top of their heads at
once and walk around the classroom pretending to
be peddlers. Ask:

* How doesit feel to carry the hats on your head?
» How far do you think you could walk this way?
» How would you fedl if you were the peddler in
the story and had your caps stolen?

After Children have experienced being peddiers,
help them with a dramatization of CAPS FOR
SALE. Encourage children pretending to be mon-
keys to behave in a silly, humorous way as they

steal the peddler’s caps and, later, throw down the
caps in exactly the same fashion as the "peddier.”

Provide play money and objects that can be
"bought and sold" in the classroom. Have children
take turns pretending to be peddlers and con-
sumers. Help the "consumers® count their money,
offering the peddlers the appropriate amounts in
exchange for the goods. As children work, encour-
age the "consumers' to think about how they will
use the objects they are purchasing, and the "ped-
dlers' to think about how they will use the money
they are collecting.

Give the children an opportunity to think up a dif-
ferent version of CAPS FOR SALE- perhaps
SHOES FOR SALE. Ask:

» What could the monkeys do with the shoes that
would be funny?

Other videos and films involving humor available-
from Weston Woods include:

THE BEAR & THE FLY by Paula Winter

THE COW WHO FELL IN THE CANAL writ-
ten by Phyllis Krasilovshy & ill. by Peter Spier
THE DAY JIMMY’'SBOA ATE THE WASH
written by Trinka Hakes Noble & ill. by Steven
Kellogg

THE DOUGHNUTS by Robert McCloskey
THE GREAT WHITE MAN-EATING SHARK
words by Margeret Mahy & ill. by Jonathan Allen
JOEY RUNSAWAY by Jack Kent

THE MOST WONDERFUL EGG IN THE
WORLD by Helme Heine

SMILE FOR AUNTIE by Diane Paterson
WINGS: A TALE OF TWO CHICKENS by
James Marshall

CALL 1-800-243-5020 TO ORDER THESE AND OTHER WESTON WOODSVIDEOS!
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