
GRANPA

By John Burningham (Crown)
Themes: Relationships/Creative Thinking/Death
Grade Level: K-3
Running Time: 27 minutes, animated

SUMMARY

This heart-warming story about a special relation-
ship between a little girl and her grandfather.
Through simple conversation between the child and
the grandfather, the love that exists between them
and the pleasure they experience simply by being
together is clearly conveyed.

This film also richly illustrates the power of the
imagination. As the little girl and her grandfather
enjoy the simple pleasures of life, a fishing trip, a
shared story, a trip to the seaside, their imaginations
turn these activities into exciting adventures. Each
adventure is so full of child appeal that young view-
ers will be enraptured by each event.

Children will enjoy this simple story that, through
limited language, elegant music and exciting visuals,
communicates so much.

OBJECTIVES

• Children will investigate relationships and the
ways people care for one another.
• Children will explore the power of the imagination.
• Children will understand the importance of creative
thinking.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Share the book GRANPA with children. Then ask:

• How does the little girl feel about her grandpa?
• How does the grandpa feel about the little girl?
How can you tell?

Ask children the following:

• What kinds of things do you like to do with your
grandparents, grownup relatives, or grownup friends
wen they come to visit?
• What do you like to do when you visit them?

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES

Have children write notes to a grandparent, special
grownup friend or relative. As children construct
their notes, encourage them to think about their feel-
ings for these important people, and the special
times they have enjoyed together. Encourage chil-
dren to deliver their notes to the special people in
their lives at the first opportunity.

Ask children to look at a desk or table and imagine
that it could be anything they wanted it to be. Then
ask:

• What might the desk (table) be?
• What would it say if it could talk?
• How could it be a friend to you?
• If you could ride on it, where would it take you?

Supply children with tongue depressors, paper cups,
glue, scissors, and lengths of colorful yarn. Remind

children of the ways the little girl in the story used
popsicle sticks, sand, and string to make a clothes-
line. Then give children time to use their materials to
create whatever they wish. Later, give each child in
the group an opportunity to share his/her creation
with others in the class.

Supply props that children can use to dramatize the
role of the little girl and the grandfather in the story.
You might try making this dramatization different by
making it a play without words. As the "grandfather"
and "little girl" in the story enjoy activities together,
see if members of the audience can identify what
they are doing through their actions.

Optional

Solicit stories from the children about someone they
loved, or were close to, who died. Discuss openly
the emptiness and sadness that one feels and what
can be done to help each other: plant a tree, remem-
ber fun times, or write a story.

Other videos and films about grandparents avail-
able from Weston Woods include:

THE NAPPING HOUSE written by Audrey Wood &
illustrated by Don Wood
NOT SO FAST, SONGOLOLO by Niki Daly
RED RIDING HOOD by James Marshall
WHAT’S UNDER MY BED? By James Stevenson
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