
The Circus Baby
by Maud & Miska Petersham (MacMillan)
Themes: Families/The Circus/Self-Esteem
Level: Grades K - 2
Length: 5 minutes, iconographic

Summary

THE CIRCUS BABY is a story about a circus ele-
phant who was very proud of her baby. In addition
to caring for her young one, this elephant was partic-
ularly fascinated with the life style of the clown
family that also lived and traveled with the circus.
One day, while the elephant was watching the clown
family eating, she was delighted with the way the lit-
tle clown sat at the table with his mother and father
and ate properly.  The mother elephant brings her
baby to the tent while the clown family is away and
tries to teach it to eat at the table.  Of course, the
clumsy baby elephant cannot eat at a table, or use a
spoon, and the results are nothing short of a terrible
mess.  In addition, the tent collapses over the mother
and baby elephant as the mother tries to remove her
baby from the tent.

The end of the story finds the clown family receiv-
ing a brand-new tent, and the mother elephant
accepting the fact that her baby is an elephant, and
must do elephant things--and this is just as it should
be.

Objectives

• Children will explore family relationships
• Children will learn about the circus
• Chilren will investigate appropriate expectations of

themselves and others

Before Viewing Activities

Share the book The Circus Baby  with children.
Talk with children about circus experiences they
have had.  (Children who have not visited a circus
can contribute to the discussion by offering what
they know of circuses from movies, photographs,
museum displays, etc.)  Ask:  What kind of animals
did you see there?  What were the animals doing?
What were the peformers doing?  What did it feel
like to be seated with so many people at the circus?
What kinds of foods did they have there?  What
other things did you see at the circus that made you
feel excited?  

Discuss children's families.  Ask:  How many people
are in your family?  What do you and your family
members do together?  How do the members of your
family care for one another?  Who helps you learn
things in your family?  

After Viewing Activities

Draw a large circus tent on a large piece of kraft
paper.  Supply children with poster paints that they
can use to draw circus animals around the tent.
Later, have children use the painting as a backdrop
for a circus dramatization.  Have children practice
juggling, balance beam walking, clowning, doing
gymnastics, etc.  Then have children put on a circus
performance for other classes.

Discuss with children the unrealistic expectations the

mother elephant had for her baby.  Then bring in
photographs or illustrations of people from infants to
the elderly.  Show children the photos and ask:
What kinds of things can people of this age do?
What kinds of things are they incapable of doing?
What kinds of things will the babies be able to do
when they grow older?  What kinds of things can
elderly people do that you may not think they can
do?  Emphasize to children that people learn to do
more and more as they grow older, and that their
needs and interests change as they mature.

Visit a senior citizen's center with children.
Encourage children to interact with center members,
asking questions, doing activities together, sharing a
snack, etc.  Later, talk with children about the things
they enjoyed doing, people they met, things that sur-
prised them, things that they learned during their
visit.  Help children understand that people of all
ages are capable of doing wonderful and unique
things.

Other book based films about self-esteem are avail-
able from Weston Woods.  These include:
THE CATERPILLAR AND THE POLLIWOG by
Jack Kent
CORDUROY by Don Freeman
THE MOST WONDERFUL EGG IN THE WORLD
by Helme Heine
WHISTLE FOR WILLIE by Ezra Jack Keats
THE WIZARD by Jack Kent

THE CIRCUS BABY

CALL 1-800-243-5020 TO ORDER THESE AND OTHER WESTON WOODS VIDEOS!
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