
THE DAY JIMMY’S BOA ATE THE WASH
by Trinka Hakes Noble, ill. by Steven Kellogg
(Dial)
Themes: Animals, Humor, Class Trips
Grade Level: K - 4 
Running Time: 8 minutes

SUMMARY
THE DAY JIMMY’S BOA ATE THE WASH is
about a young girl who retells the story of her
class trip to a farm to her mother.  As the 
mother questions her daughter about the trip,
the daughter conveys the interesting series of
events that took place.  Without the teacher’s
knowledge, Jimmy brings his pet boa constric-
tor along on the class trip.  The series of events
get sillier and sillier, until finally Jimmy and his
classmates are forced to leave the farm without
the boa constrictor.  However, all is not lost, for
Jimmy has gained a pet pig!   

OBJECTIVES
•  Children will appreciate humor in 

storytelling.
•  Children will explore sequences of events.
•  Children will learn about farm animals.

BEFORE VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Share the book THE DAY JIMMY’S BOA ATE
THE WASH with children.  Then ask:  Would
you like to have gone on this class trip? Why?
Why not?

Talk with children about visits they may have
taken to a farm.  Ask:
• What kinds of animals did you see there?  
• Which were your favorite?  Why?
• Which animals seemed to be the silliest? 
• What kinds of things did farm animals eat?
• What kinds of chores need to be done on a 

farm?

Discuss children’s pets. Ask:
• How long have you had your pet?
• Where do you keep it?
• How do you care for it?
• What kinds of things do you like to do with 

your pet?
• What is your pet’s name?

AFTER VIEWING ACTIVITIES
Have children draw pictures of what they con-
sider to be the silliest event of the story.  Later,
discuss the illustrations, asking children to
describe the reasons for their choices.

Discuss the music.  Ask:
• How did it describe the different moods of the 

story?
• How would you have changed the music?

Supply long lengths of yarn that children can
use to represent boa constrictors.  Have children
glue the yarn onto pieces of cardboard.  Then
have children create simple stories about their
boa constrictors.  Display the stories, along with

the ‘boa constrictors’ in the classroom.

Have each child bring in an old colorful sock.
Stuff each one with old rags or paper scraps.
Then sew each one together to make a fantastic
boa.  Have the class make up a story to go with
it.

If possible, visit a place where children can see
a live boa constrictor.  Encourage children to
compare the boas they see to Jimmy’s boa.
Then ask:
• How would you feel about bringing this boa 

on a class trip?
• What do you think could happen if you 

brought it along on a trip to the library? the   
grocery store? the aquarium?

Other videos and films about animals 
available from Weston Woods include:
ANTARCTIC ANTICS by Judy Sierra, 
ill. by Jose Aruego and Ariane Dewey
CLICK, CLACK MOO COWS THAT TYPE
by Doreen Cronin, ill. by Betsy Lewin
GOOSE, by Molly Bang
I, CROCODILE, by Fred Marcellino
IN THE SMALL, SMALL POND by Denise Fleming
POSSUM MAGIC, by Mem Fox, ill. by 
Julie Vivas
RIKKI~TIKKI~TAVI by Rudyard Kipling, ill. by
Jerry Pinkney
ROSIE’S WALK by Pat Hutchins
THE UGLY DUCKLING, by Hans Christian
Andersen, ill. by Jerry Pinkney
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