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It's About Time
Read this time line of events in the 2008 Presidential election.  

Use it to answer the questions.

	 1.	 How long ago did candidates begin announcing that they were running for

	 	 President __________________________    Why do you think they made the announcement 

so early? __________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	Which convention happens first? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 Where does it take place? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	3.	 What big event happens in October 2008? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	4.	 About how many months pass between the first primary elections and Election Day?

	 	 _______________________________________________________________________________________________

	5.	 When is Super Duper Tuesday? ________________________________________________________________   What is it? ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 	 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	6.	 If you were a reporter, which part of this timeline would you most like to write about?

	 	 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

	Why?  __________________________________________________________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Name__________________________

• The first candidates announce that they are running  
for President.

• Candidates begin campaigning for voter support.

• With one year until Election Day, the campaigns heat up. 

• States begin holding primary elections and caucuses to determine the presidental candidate from  
each main political party. Iowa has the first caucus. New Hampshire holds the first primary.

• On Feb. 5, at least 22 states hold their primaries and caucuses. It is known as Super Duper Tuesday. 

• The last few primaries and caucuses take place. 

• The Democrats announce their candidates for President and Vice President at the  
Democratic National Convention. It is held in Denver, Colorado, from Augugust 25 to August 28.

• The Republicans announce their candidates for President and Vice President at the  
Republican National Convention. It is held in St. Paul, Minnesota, from September 1 to September 4.

• Candidates share their views in televised debates.

• Election Day! On November 4, the nation holds the popular vote.

• The Electoral College votes, reflecting the popular votes in each state.

• The winning candidate is sworn in as President on Jan. 20.
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