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SPECIAL REPORT: Iraq’s New Beginning

Roots of the Conflict

Tensions between the United States and Iraq began more than 10 years ago.
Study this time line to understand the roots of the conflict, then answer the questions.

(1975 1979 — Saddam Hussein becomes President of Irag. \
1980 — Irag and Iran go to war. The U.S. sides against Iran and sends arms to help Irag.
1988 — Iraq uses chemical weapons to attack the Kurds, an ethnic group in northern Irag.

1980 The war with Iran ends.
1990 — Iraq invades Kuwait, its oil-rich neighbor.
1985 1991 — The U.S. sides with Kuwait and attacks Irag. After two months, Iraq leaves Kuwait.

Irag promises to stop making chemical weapons and to let the U.N.
perform weapons inspections.

1998 — Iraq refuses to let U.N. weapons inspectors in.
2000 — Irag again turns away U.N. weapons inspectors.

2002 — Iraq agrees to let U.N. weapons inspectors in. No weapons are found,
but the U.S. government believes the weapons are hidden.

2003 — In March, the U.S. attacks Iraq to search for chemical weapons and remove Hussein
from power. None are found. The war is declared officially over on May 1by President
Bush, but fighting continues. In December, U.S. troops capture Hussein.

2004 — In June, Irag’s new, temporary government is sworn in. U.S. troops remain in Iraq

1990

1995

2000

\2005 during the rebuilding efforts. )
1. This time line is divided into segments. Each segment stands for years.
2. How long was Saddam Hussein in power in Iraq?

3. When did Iraq use chemical weapons? Against whom?

4. How did the U.S. help Iraq in 19802
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. What important event happened in 19982
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. According to the time line, why did the U.S. attack Iraq in 20032

7. What is happening in Iraq in 2004?
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