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SPECIAL REPORT: Our Future in Space
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Astro-Animals=..

In a few years, the U.S. will send mice into space to learn about the effects of gravity.
But the mice won’t be the first animals in orbit! Read this time line to learn about some
famous creatures in space. Use the time line to answer the questions.
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1948—The U.S. sent a monkey named Albert into space on a rocket. Albert didn’t
g0 into orbit—he came right back down. But he showed that an animal could
survive a space launch.

1955 . o .

1957 —Russia sent the first animal into orbit around the Earth!
It was a dog named Laika.

1965 1961— The U.S. sent the first chimp into orbit. His name was Enos. There were
no problems. After that, we were ready to send a human astronaut!
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1970—Two frogs were sent into orbit to see how space a %J
1975 affects an animal’s balance. 0 ’ o=
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1973 — A spider named Arabella was sent into space. Scientists [ ) ,.gs‘»/
1985 wanted to know if she could weave a web in space. She could! ! s
1981— The first space shuttle was launched. A shuttle was a vehicle where
people could go with animals into space. People did not have to wait
1995 for the animals to come back to Earth to see how space affected them.

1998— The space shuttle Columbia carried 170 rats and mice, 229 fish, 135 snails,
and 1,500 crickets into space! Experts wanted to know what happens to

\ 2005 animals’ brains in space.
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1. When did the first animal orbit Earth?

2. What animal did the U.S. send into space in 19612 What was its name?

3. How many years ago was Arabella sent into space?

4. How did space shuttles change the way people sent animals into space?

5. When did the U.S. send frogs into space? What was the purpose of that mission?

BONUS:

The U.S. Postal Service often makes special stamps to honor important events and
people. Imagine that you could create a stamp to honor America’s animal astronauts.
What would it look like? Why? Sketch your idea on a separate piece of paper.
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