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Vocabulary

Autumn Crossword
Use the word bank to complete the sentences. Your Scholastic News 
issue can help you. Then fill out the crossword puzzle.

Word Bank

DOWN
4.	� Squirrels _________________  

acorns to eat during winter.
5.	� The _________________ is how hot or 

cold something is.
6.	� In autumn, some birds _________________ 

to a warmer place. 

ACROSS
1.	 A _________________ keeps 

birds away from the crops.
2.	 The four seasons are winter, spring, 

summer, and _________________.
3.	� _________________  

gives leaves color,  
like red and orange.

®

autumn	 migrate
hoard	 scarecrow
pigment	 temperature



“It’s really 
important to 

go green for all 
our children and 
grandchildren.”

  BEFORE READING  

Use Word Webs
Make a pumpkin word web.
Draw a pumpkin on the board, and draw several 
spokes coming out from the pumpkin. Ask, 
“What do you know about pumpkins? What 
words would you use to describe them?” Write 
children’s responses on the spokes; for example, 
orange, round, many seeds, can be carved, and so 
on. Then tell children that in this issue, they will 
learn some amazing facts about pumpkins that 
may surprise them!

  DURING READING  

Understand Text Structures
Introduce children to true-or-false text organization.
Tell children, “In this issue, the author will make 
a statement, and the readers—that is, you—will 
tell if it’s true or not.” Read the first question and 
answer out loud, making sure they understand 
the different parts of the text. Then have children 
turn their magazines over so that they can’t see 
the questions and answers, and read the rest of 
the questions aloud. Ask children to predict the 
answers. Then they can turn their issues over and 
read it as a class to check the answers.

  AFTER READING  

Fluency/Perform Dialogue
Ask children to perform dialogue as Magic School 
Bus characters.
Return to the dialogue on page 1 and model 
reading it aloud for children, emphasizing vocal 
expression. Then pair children up for some 
dramatic fun. Let children choose roles and 
perform the dialogue, using any special voices 
and gestures they like. If you have time, children 
can perform their scenes for the class. 

  READ-ALOUD BACKGROUND  

Pumpkins: The Inside Scoop
You know pumpkins come in different colors ••
and sizes. But did you know they have different 
names? For example, the Cotton Candy 
pumpkin is round and white. The Jack Be Little 
is orange and tiny. Funny Face pumpkins are 
medium-sized and good for carving jack-o’-
lanterns. There is even a reddish Cinderella 
pumpkin—can you guess how it got its name? 
(It looks like the pumpkin from the fairy tale!)
You also learned that pumpkins can grow to be ••
very big. In fact, people enter contests to see 
who can grow the biggest one.   
Seeds of prize-winning giant pumpkins can be ••
very valuable. The seeds for one world-record-
holding giant pumpkin sold for $600 a seed! 
(Most pumpkin seeds cost about $2 a packet.)
Other pumpkin contests give awards to see who ••
can carve a face in a pumpkin the fastest. The 
current record is about 24 seconds!
Believe it or not, there are also contests to see ••
how fast pumpkins can go in the water—with 
people riding inside them! In pumpkin regattas, 
or boat races, people carve out giant pumpkins, 
climb in, and paddle away!

How Pumpkins Grow
Even the biggest pumpkins start out as little ••
seeds. First, the seed gets planted in the soil. 
With air, water, and light, the seed sprouts, or 
grows, into a plant.  
Pumpkins grow on a •• vine. As the vine gets 
bigger, flowers, or blossoms, bloom on it. 
(These are the flowers some people like to eat.)   
After the blossom dies, a small pumpkin grows ••
on the plant. Most baby pumpkins are green. 
As the pumpkin grows, it also changes color. ••
When it’s big and orange, it’s ripe. That means 
it’s fully grown and ready to pick!  

“It’s really 
important to 

go green for all 
our children and 
grandchildren.”

The Truth About Pumpkins
OBJECTIVE: Read to learn some interesting scientific facts about  

pumpkins.

STANDARDS: Science: Characteristics of organisms;  
Properties of objects and materials

“In pumpkin  
boat races,  

people carve out 
giant pumpkins, 

climb in, and  
paddle away!”
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®

Measurement

1. �How tall is the stem? Measure from the    to the   .  
__________ inches

2. �How tall is the pumpkin? Measure from the    to the    .  
__________ inches

3. �How wide is the pumpkin? Measure from the    to the    .  
__________ inches

How Big Is the Pumpkin?
Cut out the ruler on the bottom of  
the page. Use it to answer the  
questions below.

X X

X X

0 1 2 3 4 5 6
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Vocabulary

Word Bank

Pumpkin Word Search
Look at the words in the word bank. Find and 
circle them in the word search below. 

®

pumpkin 
buoyant
colorful

 giant
 seeds
 vine	

flower
float
pulp

stem
orange

O L K F D Z C Q

R P U L P U O I

A U X O V s L M

N m G W K T O N

G P I E F E R E

E K A R G M F F

V I N E B Q U L

Z N T H W T L O

X L S E E D S A

A B U O Y A N T
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®

Comprehension

1. ��What colors can pumpkins be?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. 	� How big can some pumpkins get to be? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. �Do all pumpkins have the same number of seeds? How 
many seeds can a pumpkin have?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

4. �If someone gave you a cooked pumpkin flower to eat, 
would you try it? Why or why not?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Reading Checkpoint: 
The Truth About Pumpkins
Use “The Truth About Pumpkins” to answer the questions. 
Remember to write complete sentences!



“It’s really 
important to 

go green for all 
our children and 
grandchildren.”

  BEFORE READING  

Build Background
Give children basic facts about Columbus.
Invite children to share anything they may have 
heard about Christopher Columbus, his famous 
ocean trip, or Columbus Day. Then provide 
information to help children better understand the 
mini book: “Columbus was an explorer who lived 
a very long time ago. He traveled around the 
world on a ship looking for new places. Today, we 
will learn about his most-famous trip.”

  DURING READING  

Infer
Use the story clues on page 5 to help children 
make inferences.
After reading the text on page 5, point to the 
illustration of the branch. Ask, “Where can we 
find branches?” (on trees) “Where do you usually 
see trees: in the water or on the ground?” (on the 
ground) “Why did the branch mean land might 
be near?” (It came from a tree, and trees grow 
on land.) You can help children make another 
inference on page 6: A light in the darkness can 
be a sign that people are nearby—and people 
usually live on land! 

  AFTER READING  

Identify Genre
Identify the features of biography.
Turn back to page 1 and point out the My Mini 
Biography logo. Ask, “What is a biography?” 
(the true story of someone’s life) Ask, “If this 
mini book is a biography, who is it about?” 
(Christopher Columbus) Remind children that a 
biography usually tells the most important events 
of the person’s life. Then ask, “How can you tell 
this mini book is a biography?” (It’s a true story 
from someone’s life.) 

  READ-ALOUD BACKGROUND  

Columbus & Crew in 1492 
Columbus and his sailors began their trip on ••
August 3, 1492. They finally reached San 
Salvador on October 12. The trip lasted 70 days! 
Columbus brought along 90 sailors, and they ••
traveled on three ships: the Niña, the Pinta, and 
the Santa Maria. Columbus himself sailed on 
the Santa Maria.
The voyage was tough on the sailors, because ••
they didn’t have much food and they had a lot 
of work to do. They had to clean the ship, steer 
it in the right direction, and stay on the lookout 
for land. 
They couldn’t bring much food on the trip. ••
There were no refrigerators back then to keep 
food fresh! Columbus could bring only dried-
out or salted foods that would not go bad on a 
long trip.
So why did Columbus want to go to San ••
Salvador? Actually, he didn’t! He landed there 
by accident. Columbus was trying to find a 
quicker way to Asia to get gold and spices. But 
he ran into America on the way! 
America was a surprise for Columbus. The ••
people from his part of the world didn’t know 
it existed. They called Columbus’s discovery 
the “New World.” It wasn’t new to everyone, 
though. When Columbus landed on the island, 
people called the Taino (tah-ee-no) were 
already living there. 

Celebrating Columbus Day
Columbus Day is on the second Monday of ••
October every year.  
Some people take a day off of work to celebrate ••
Columbus Day, and some kids get the day off 
from school. Many towns have parades with 
marching bands and floats.

“It’s really 
important to 

go green for all 
our children and 
grandchildren.”

Columbus’s Trip
OBJECTIVE: Read to learn how Columbus and his crew reached San 

Salvador after the long voyage from Spain.

STANDARDS: Social Studies (NCSS): Time, continuity, and change; 
People, places, and environments; Science, technology, and society

“They couldn’t 
bring much food. 

There were no 
refrigerators back 
then to keep food 

fresh!”
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®

Story Map

Fill in a Story Map
Use your Scholastic News about Columbus to  
fill in the story map.

	   When the sun rose, where was the ship?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

End

Beginning		      How were the sailors feeling at the beginning 
of the story?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

		   What did Columbus tell the sailors when they 
wanted to go home?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Middle

Great Graphic Organizer #2




