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Reading a Chart

Types of Twisters
Read the chart to learn about three types 
of storms: tornadoes, waterspouts, and dust devils.

How do you think waterspouts got their name?

1.	� What do you call a spinning funnel of air that 
touches the ground?

	 O tornado	 O waterspout	 O dust devil 
2.	� What do you call a spinning funnel that forms  

over water?
	 O tornado	 O waterspout	 O dust devil 
3.	� Which storm is most likely to happen in a desert?  
	 O tornado	 O waterspout	 O dust devil 
4.	� Where would you most likely see a waterspout  

form?  
	 O over the ocean	 O over a mountain	 O on land 

What is it called? What is it? Where does it happen?

tornado A spinning funnel of air 
that touches the ground On land

waterspout A spinning funnel of air 
that forms over water

On oceans  
and lakes

dust devil A small whirlwind that 
picks up dust and sand In deserts




