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READING A TIMELINE

A Ride Through History
Below is a timeline of famous firsts in U.S. car history. 
Use it to answer the questions that follow.

1.	 In what year was the first person arrested for speeding?����������������������������

2.	 Which came first:  car seat belts or the gas station?���������������������������������

3.	 How many years have passed since the first cars were produced for sale?� ������������

4.	 In what year did seat belts in American-made cars become required by law?�����������   

1890

1930

1970

1910

1950

1990

1900

1940

1980

1920

1960

2000

1895: The first cars are produced for sale.

1899: The driver of a taxicab becomes the first person to be 
arrested for speeding in a car. He was going 12 miles per hour.

1901: The state of New York becomes the 
first state to require car license plates by law.

1905: The first gas station opens in St. Louis, Missouri. 

1908: The Ford Motor Company produces the famous Model 
T Ford. It becomes the first motor car that most people could 
afford to buy. The first Model T Ford sold for $850.

1927: The Mystery Sunbeam becomes the 
first car to go more than 200 miles per hour. 

1949: The first car seat belts are installed in cars. Twenty-five years 
later, all American-made cars are required by law to have seat belts.

1999: The first car with a video entertainment system becomes 
available. It comes with a 5-inch TV screen and a videocassette player. 


