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READING A TIMELINE

S k i l l s  Pa g e

Major Events in Black History
Read the timeline below.  Then, answer the questions that follow.

1.	 In what year did Bessie Coleman earn a pilot’s license? ____________________________

2.	 Which came first: the first African-American astronaut or the first African-American 

Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court? ______________________________________________

3.	 How many years passed between the time African-American men gained the right to 

vote and when Barack Obama became President of the United States? _______________

4.	 How many years ago did the U.S. Supreme Court rule that it is illegal to keep white 

students and African-American students apart in public schools? ____________________

1850: Harriet 
Tubman helps 
African-American 
slaves escape through 
a secret network of 
houses, known as the 
Underground Railroad.  

1870: African-
American men gain 
the right to vote in 
the United States.

1921: Bessie 
Coleman becomes 
the first African-
American to earn 
a pilot’s license.

1983: Guion 
Bluford becomes 
the first African-
American 
astronaut in 
space.

1850 1900 1950 2000 2050

1947: Jackie 
Robinson becomes 
the first African-
American to play 
major league 
baseball.

1967: Thurgood 
Marshall  
becomes the first 
African-American 
Justice of the 
U.S. Supreme 
Court.

1954: The U.S. 
Supreme Court rules 
it is illegal to prevent 
African-American 
students from going to 
the same schools as 
white students.

2009: Barack 
Obama becomes 
the first African-
American 
President of the 
United States.


