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ANSWER KEY
sailed along the Hudson River in 
September. 

Critical Thinking
Comprehend and Confirm: How 
did Henry Hudson’s exploration 
help make the New York area what it 
is today? 

Get Fire 
Smart...........p. 3
HEALTH STANDARD—
Understanding and practicing 
behaviors that promote a safe and 
healthy environment. Students will 
learn ways to stay safe from fi res 
and to avoid burns.

Read-Aloud Background
Safety Smarts: Fire Prevention 
Week is planned each year by the 
National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA). The group wants kids to 
learn how to stay safe from home 
fires and burns. Each year, there are 
more than 298,000 home fires in the 
U.S., and about 318,000 people visit 
the hospital with burn injuries.

Safe at Home: Be sure to: Keep 
heaters away from things that can 
burn; make sure lint from clothes 
does not build up in the dryer; and 
make sure that pot handles do not 

stick out from the stovetop. 

Critical Thinking
Apply: What do you and your family 
do to prevent fires in your home?

Reference
• Log on to www.scholastic.com
/firesafety for fire-safety activities. 

Fly, Butterflies!
....................p. 3
SCIENCE STANDARD—
Understanding the characteristics 
and patterns of behavior of 
organisms. Students will learn 
about migration patterns of 
monarch butterfl ies. 

Read-Aloud Background
Monarch Facts: Experts are not 
sure how monarch butterflies know 
each fall that it is time to migrate. 
They believe that the butterflies get 
clues from the shortening day and 
cooling air temperatures. For the 
long journey south, monarchs store 
fat in their abdomens. They also 
stop during their migration to feed 
on milkweed plants.

Critical Thinking
Analyze: What questions do you 
think scientists were trying to 
answer by following monarchs?

Answers availble in 
printed version.
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 archive of printable Teacher’s Editions and Skills Pages

To be used with September 7 issue of Scholastic News Edition 3

 1. What is the main idea of “Electronic Education”? 
A  Arnold Schwarzenegger is Governor of California.
B Printed textbooks can cost a lot of money.C  Schools in California are starting to switch to digital textbooks.D Digital textbooks can be updated quickly. 2. Which of the following statements is  an opinion? 

A  Printed textbooks can cost up to $100 each.
B  Printed textbooks get updated once every few years.
C  Most schools in California do not have a computer for every student.D  Printed textbooks are better than digital textbooks.

 3. Which of the following statements is  a fact? 
A  California’s switch to digital textbooks is not going to work.
B  California is the best place to live in the entire world.
C  California is looking for ways to save money.
D  Arnold Schwarzenegger is the best Governor that California has ever had. 4. What happened on June 1?A  California started switching to digital textbooks.

B Hurricane season began.C Hurricane season ended.D  Red panda triplets were born at a zoo in North Dakota. 

 5. What is the purpose of a new computer program created by scientists?A to stop hurricanes from formingB to track the paths of hurricanesC  to send out hurricane warningsD  to figure out how many hurricanes can be expected each year
 6. Which of the following statements is true?A  Scientists always know ahead of time how many hurricanes will happen each year.B People cannot prepare for hurricanes.C  Seven hurricanes will definitely happen this year.

D  Hurricane season will end on  November 30.
 7. Where are the scientists who created the new computer program to predict hurricanes?

A North Dakota  C CaliforniaB Florida  
D Asia 

 8. Who is Gerry Bell?  
A a weather expert  C a teacherB an education expert  D a zoo worker  9. Which of the following statements about red pandas is false?

A  Only five red pandas were born in North America in 2008.
B  All of the red panda triplets born at the Red River Zoo are female.C There are not many red pandas on Earth.D  Red pandas can be seen in zoos across North America.

10. Where is the natural home for red pandas?A North Dakota  C FloridaB Asia  
D California 

SkillS Page
Online

Name _____________________    Date ____________
Class/Teacher  __________________________________________
 No Sweat Test PrepFor each question below, fill in the circle next to the correct answer.
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America’s Leading News Source For Kids

America’s Leading News Source For KidsHow can you avoid catching– 
and spreading–the flu?

The best way to stay healthy is to steer clear of germs.  
Here are some tips.

To learn more, go to: www.flu.gov. 

And remember: Try not to touch your eyes, nose, or mouth with your hands.

Wash your hands often with soap and 

water for at least 20 seconds. Or clean them 

with an alcohol–based hand cleaner.

Don’t share straws, drinking glasses, 

or eating utensils. Germs can spread 

when you do that.

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue 

when you cough or sneeze, or cough or sneeze 

into the bend of your arm.

Ill
us

tr
at

io
ns

: G
en

ev
ie

ve
 K

ot
e



T4  SCHOLASTIC NEWS • OCTObEr 5, 2009 • EDITION 3

Annotated Answers
SECTION 1: READING COMPREHENSION 
1. C  Making inferences: Guide students to understand that 

while the theme or lesson of the story is not stated 
explicitly in the passage, clues in the passage can help 
them infer it. because bat was punished for changing 
sides, we can guess that he learned a lesson about loyalty.

2. B  Understanding cause-and-effect: This question gives an 
effect and asks students to identify the cause from the 
passage. Students must infer the cause from the fact that 
bat changes sides each time a different side wins.

3. D  Vocabulary/homophones: remind students that words 
that sound the same but have different spellings and 
meanings are called homophones.

4. A  Understanding details: If students have trouble recalling 
an important detail, have them return to the passage and 
scan quickly for the required piece of information.  

5. A  Organizing information/Compare and contrast:  
This question requires students to decide what piece  
of information is missing from a T-chart. A clue is in 
paragraph 5, which states, “The weather did not bother 
the mammals one bit.”

6. B  Understanding main idea: Point out that this question 
asks for the main idea of a specific paragraph, rather  
than an entire passage. For questions like this one, 
students may need to skim the paragraph to refresh  
their memories.

7. A  Understanding genre: Students should recognize 
elements that distinguish fiction from nonfiction. The fact 
that this story is true makes it nonfiction. Many stories—
fiction and nonfiction alike—have titles and paragraphs.

8. D  Vocabulary in Context: Students can use context clues—
the words and sentences that come before and after  
an unfamiliar word—to find the word’s meaning.  
Here, the phrase “to New York” suggests that relocated 
means moved.

9. B  Making inferences: Point out that students need to  
“read between the lines” to determine what an escape 
artist is. A clue in paragraph 4 is the statement, “He 
became famous for escaping from chains, handcuffs,  
and locked crates.”

10. Short response/Cause and effect: Point out that the 
causes, or reasons, for Weiss’s name change are described 
in paragraph 3. Weiss thought the new name sounded 
mysterious. He also liked the name because it was 
borrowed from a magician he greatly admired. 

SECTION 2: READING COMPREHENSION/ 
EXTENDED RESPONSE
Student responses will vary. Check that students include at 
least three details from the text that support their argument.

About This Test
Our popular Reading Skills Practice Tests reflect the 
content of the high-stakes standardized tests you 
and your students face each year.  We have studied 
released test items from many states, including: the 
Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP), 
the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills 
(TAKS), the New York State Testing Program, the 
Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT), the New 
Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK), 
the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS), the Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessments Series II, and others. 
Our Reading Skills Practice Tests for 2009-10 
offer:
• reading passages with multiple paragraphs, similar 

to the ones students tackle on state tests.
• a wide variety of reading passage genres, including 

narrative fiction, folk tales, poetry, expository 
nonfiction (both descriptive and how-to), and 
more.

• challenging comprehension questions, including 
items that test study and organizational skills 
by asking students to complete idea webs, 
summaries, diagrams, lists, and charts.

• open-ended response items, including extended 
response sections in Tests 1 and 3.

Scholastic News 
Reading Skills Practice Test

Why Use This Test?
Our practice tests can help you and your 
class in these ways:

Practice: Your students probably take 
standardized reading tests. Our practice tests 
focus on the skills kids will be expected to 
demonstrate. (See annotated answer guide on 
the right for a detailed list of skills.)

Individualized instruction: A student’s 
performance on the practice test can help 
you detect strengths and weaknesses. Use the 
answer guide to pinpoint the types of questions 
a student might have missed. Then, provide 
more practice and instruction in those areas.

Curriculum tool: Even if test preparation is 
not a big concern, our passages and questions 
can be used for shared reading and discussion. 
Keep in mind that our practice tests are 
not standardized. They should not be used 
to determine grade level, to compare one 
student’s performance with that of others,  
or to evaluate teachers’ abilities.




