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Standard  
Science—Students should 
understand that organisms are 
influenced by internal cues (like 
hunger) and external cues (like 
environmental changes).
	  
Summary

Scientists announced that a bar-
tailed godwit set a record for the 
longest-known nonstop bird flight. 
The bird set the record during part of 
her yearly migration from Alaska to 
New Zealand and back to Alaska. 
 
Pre-reading 
Discussion
● Do you think it is important to track 
migration? Why or why not?

Background 
● There are several kinds of bar-
tailed godwits. Scientists focused on 
the Alaska-breeding bar-tailed godwit 

for their study of migration.
● Researchers tried to track bar-
tailed godwits before this new study. 
But tracking devices failed before 
those studies had been completed.

Post-reading 
Discussion
● What are advantages and dis-
advantages for a bird flying nonstop?

Lesson Extension
Birds aren’t the only animals that 
migrate. Research other animals to 
see why and how they migrate.

Resources
● Learn more about the bar-tailed 
godwit at http://alaska.usgs.gov 
/science/biology/shorebirds/barg 
.html.
● The Journey: Stories of Migration 
by Cynthia Rylant (The Blue Sky Press, 
2006).
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For answers to this  
issue’s online quiz, go to

www.scholastic.com/sn4answerkey.

This Week Online
www.scholastic.com/news
You Like It?
Review It!  
     Students will no doubt have 
spent part of the holiday break 
downloading songs for their iPod 
or mp3 players. Turn the class-
room chatter about the latest and 
greatest musical artists from a 
learning distraction into an attrac-
tion to writing! Scholastic News 
Online is expanding its Reviews By 
You blog, where students submit 
reviews of their favorite books, 
to include a space where kids can 
publish thoughtful opinions on 
music, movies, and video games.
     Since the news from Scholastic 
News Edition 4 is that music you 

like is good for your heart, we’re 
kicking off the new Reviews By 
You section with a music review 
blog. Scholastic News Online edi-
tors have provided a set of writ-
ing prompts on the blog to help 
student-reviewers organize their 
thoughts about their favorite tunes. 
     Students can also read and com-
ment on other album and artist 
reviews on the blog. Just click on 
the Reviews By You tool on www.
scholastic.com/news to log on to 
the new review blog. (A printable 
version of the review-writing tool 
is also available at www.scholastic.
com/sn4.) Students can also sub-
mit a book review online!
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Reading a Chart

Executive Team Players
A President’s Cabinet members advise him or her, and each heads one of the 15 major 
federal departments of the executive branch of the nation’s government. The chart 
below describes the duties of each of the 15 positions and lists the year each was made 
part of the Cabinet. Use the chart to answer the questions that follow.

1.	 Which Cabinet member is responsible for carrying out national education policies?_______________

2.	Which Cabinet position was created most recently?________________________________________

3.	Which Cabinet member oversees national parks?_ _________________________________________

4.	You can guess that which three Cabinet members would be most involved in advising a 

	 President on national-security issues?_____________________________________________________

Secretary  
of Commerce 
Promotes and 

develops trade in 
the U.S. and with 
foreign countries
Created: 1913*

Secretary  
of Agriculture
Oversees farm  
production and 

prices; checks and 
grades food 

Created: 1889

Secretary  
of Education

Proposes  
programs 

and policies  
for education

Created: 1979

Secretary  
of Defense

Manages U.S. 
military forces

Created: 1947

Secretary 
of Energy

Makes rules about 
energy use;  
promotes  

conservation of 
power resources
Created: 1977

Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs

Oversees  
programs for  
people who  

served in the 
U.S. military

Created: 1989

Secretary  
of Housing  
and Urban 

Development
Helps develop  

housing, 
especially in cities
Created: 1965

Secretary of  
Health and Human 

Services
Promotes good 
health; manages 

health-care  
programs

Created: 1979

Secretary of 
Transportation
Responsible for 
transportation 

systems, including 
railroads, airports, 

and highways
Created: 1966

Secretary  
of the Interior
Manages public 

land and national 
parks; promotes  

the conservation of 
natural resources 
Created: 1849

Secretary  
of Homeland 

Security
Responsible for 
protecting the 

nation’s borders 
and airports 

Created: 2002

Secretary  
of the Treasury
Manages national 
economic and tax 
policies; oversees 
the production of 

money
Created: 1789

Attorney General
Heads the Justice 

Department, which 
enforces federal 

laws; provides legal 
advice to govern-

ment leaders 
Created: 1792** 

Secretary  
of State

Conducts relation-
ships with foreign  

governments
Created: 1789

Secretary of 
Health and Human 

Services
Promotes good 
health; manages 

health care  
programs

Created: 1979

Secretary  
of Labor

Enforces laws that  
protect workers 
from bad condi-

tions; provides job-
training programs
Created: 1913 *

President of the  
United States 

	 * Originally, Commerce and Labor were one department. They were split up in 1913. 
	 ** The Justice Department, with the Attorney General as its leader, was created in 1870.



Skills Page

 r
e

p
r

o
d

u
c

i
b

l
e

 s
k

i
l

l
s

 p
a

g
e

SCHOLASTIC NEWS / Edition 4 / JANUARY 5, 2009 T3  

Name: __________________________________________

Your Views on 
the Year in Review
Happy New Year! In this week’s issue, you read about some of the major news stories 
of 2008. What event do you think was most important? Use the lines below to write 
your opinions. The event you choose to write about does not have to be one that 
appeared in this week’s magazine. It can be any news story from 2008.

1.	 I think that the most important event that happened in 2008 was ________________

__________________________________________________________________________.

2.	 Here are five reasons this news event was the most important one in 2008:

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________.

3.	 A question that I still have about this event is _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________.

4.	 Reading about this news event can help people learn _________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________.
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