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reading a timeline

1.	 In what year did Rosa Parks refuse to 
give up her bus seat to a white man?	
A	1955	 C	1964 
B	1963	 D	1968

2.	 Freedom Riders rode buses to 	
protest __.	
A	segregation	 C	desegregation 
B	civil rights	 D King’s murder

3.	 What President signed the Voting 	
Rights Act?	
A	John F. Kennedy	 C	Lyndon B. Johnson 
B	Abraham Lincoln	 D	Herbert Hoover

4.	 School segregation became illegal in 
the U.S. when the U.S. Supreme Court 
declared it unconstitutional.	
A	true	 B	false

5.	 The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was passed 
after the Voting Rights Act.	
A	true	 B	false

6.	 Five years passed between the 
Montgomery bus boycott and the end 	
of segregation on buses in Alabama.

	 A	true	 B	false

Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

1954–	 The United States Supreme Court declares school segregation 
(separation of black students and white students) unconstitutional.

1955–	 In Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa Parks refuses to give up her bus seat 	
to a white man and is arrested. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. leads a bus 
boycott in response.

1956–	 The U.S. Supreme Court ends segregation on Alabama buses.

1957–	 Schools in Little Rock, Arkansas, are desegregated, which means that 
black students can attend formerly all-white schools. Crowds gather to 
protest as nine black high-school students enter Central High School.

1960–	Black students begin sit-ins at segregated lunch counters in Greensboro, 	
North Carolina, to protest against places that keep black people out.

1961–	 Black people and white people called Freedom Riders ride buses 
together to protest segregated buses, schools, restaurants, and other 
facilities. They are attacked, and some are killed.

1963–	More than 150,000 civil rights activists march on Washington, D.C., 	
and hear Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. give his famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech.

1964–	Congress passes the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which outlaws discrimination 
against black people and others in schools, workplaces, and public 
places. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wins the Nobel Peace Prize.

1965–	 President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act to prevent 
discrimination against black voters.

1968–	Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, at age 39.

Civil Rights Timeline
The timeline below shows some of the major events 	
in the struggle for civil rights in the U.S. Read the 	
timeline, then answer the questions that follow.

1950

1955

1960

1965

1970


