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Graphic organizer

Main Ideas and Details
Most stories have a main idea and sup-

porting details. In articles that are divided 
into sections, each section also has a main 
idea and supporting details. In this week’s 
issue, the story about woolly mammoths is 
divided into three sections that follow the 
introductory section, which contains the 

main idea of the story. Each of the three 
sections has a subheading. 

In the space directly below, write the 
main idea of the entire story. In the spaces 
farther down the page, write the main idea 
of each section, as well as details within 
each section that support each main idea.

Supporting details 
for this main idea

Supporting details 
for this main idea

Supporting details 
for this main idea

The main idea of 
the section called 
“Mammoth Life”

The main idea of 
the section called 
“Lots to Learn”

The main idea of 
the section called 

“Bring Them Back?”

The main idea of the cover story


