
Teaching the Cover Story

Teaching TIP
of the week

Beastly News
Standard
Science: organisms and 
THEIR environments 
Summary 
Scientists have decoded the genome 
of a woolly mammoth. They hope 
to use this new information to learn 
how it adapted to the cold climates 
of the ice ages, and why it became 
extinct.

Pre-reading 
Discussion
● Ask your students what they 
know about the ice ages.

Background 
● Woolly mammoths weren’t the 
only species of mammoth to walk 

the Earth. Mammoths originated in 
Africa 4 million to 5 million years 
ago. Some of these early mammoths 
migrated from Africa to Central 
Europe. Over 2 million years, they 
evolved into four distinct mammoth 
groups: ancestral mammoths, 
Columbian mammoths, Steppe 
mammoths, and woolly mammoths. 

Post-reading 
Discussion
● Why do you think some animals 
became extinct while others did not? 

Lesson Extension
Research extinct animals, like 
the mammoth, as well as species 
still alive today. Ask students to 
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list ways the species are alike or 
different.  

Resource 
● For a list of both living and 
extinct animals that lived during the 
last Ice Age in the midwestern U.S., 
visit the Illinois State Museum Web 
page: www.museum.state.il.us 
/exhibits/larson/ice_age_animals 
.html#.

Students will be asked 
how they can follow in Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
footsteps and practice 
what he preached. After 
reading “Remembering a 
Hero,” have students get 
into groups. Ask them to 
brainstorm several ideas 
and examples about what 
they can do in their every-
day lives to carry on his 
legacy. Students should 
write down their respons-
es. Then, have a speaker 
from each group recite to 
the class some of these 
ideas. Allow time for any-
one in the speaker’s group 
to answer any questions 
that students in the other 
groups might have. 
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Teacher’s 
Edition

Dear Teacher,
This issue of Scholastic News Edition 4 is the last before Inauguration Day. 

On page 2 you’ll find an Inauguration Day preview designed to let kids know 
what an inauguration is, why it’s important in our democracy, and what will 
happen on that day. Our Inauguration Day coverage will continue with a cover 
story in our February 2 issue. We will complete that issue on Inauguration 
Day—to cover the historic day in real time—and get it to your classroom as 
soon as possible. We want to capture the moment President-elect Barack 
Obama is inaugurated, for you and your students. They will have an issue that 
shows the first African-American U.S. President as he assumes his role as 
Commander in Chief.  
   Also in this issue, you’ll find news about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., in time for 
the day that honors him and his legacy. 

	             		
Stephanie Smith,  

	            	       Editor, Scholastic News Edition 4 

LOOK inside! 
FREE two-sided poster 

featuring Portraits 
of the Presidents 
and Branches of 

Government.
Enjoy!
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Standard  
Social studies—students 
should understand the historic 
events and democratic values 
that national holidays help 
Americans commemorate.
	  
Summary

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. would 
have turned 80 on January 15, 2009. 
On January 19, Americans will 
celebrate the life of Dr. King, a civil 
rights leader who helped win rights 
for African-Americans.  
 
Pre-reading 
Discussion 
● Why is Dr. King such an important 
figure in history? What did he want 
to achieve in his time? Why do you 
think words were very important to 
him?

Background 
● Martin Luther King Jr. was 
originally given his father’s name, 
Michael Luther. As a kid, he was often 
called “Mike” or “M. L.” His father 
later changed both their names to 
Martin Luther after a religious leader.

Post-reading 
Discussion
● Can you think of a time when 
you protested something that you 
believed was wrong. What happened? 

Lesson Extension
Research famous quotes of Dr. King. 
Have students put the quotes into 
their own words.

Resource
● To learn more about Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., visit www.thekingcenter.com.
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For answers to this  
issue’s online quiz, go to

www.scholastic.com/sn4answerkey.

BRING THE 
PRESIDENCY TO LIFE 
   Students can jump into the 
shoes of the President-elect by 
taking “The 7 Hat Challenge” 
online. Stepping into the role of 
President-elect, players embark  
on a time-travel journey to train 
for the office. Players meet 7 
former U.S. Presidents who 
describe important decisions they 
made during their times in office. 
If the player correctly chooses 
which job the President was 
carrying out when he made those 
decisions, he or she will earn 
that President’s hat. Players must 
collect all 7 hats to successfully 
complete the game. The game 
comes with a lesson plan.

This Week 
Online
FOR KIDS
www.scholastic.com/news

The Early  
Bird gets  
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