


Earth’s Shake Ups ...p. 6

STANDARD
SCIENCE—Students gain an
understanding of Earth’s
geological design and how it
influences natural hazards.

SUMMARY

Strong earthquakes recently shook
Costa Rica and Indonesia. A series

of less-powerful earthquakes also
recently happened at Yellowstone
National Park. Most earthquakes are
caused by the interaction between
slabs of rock, called plates, that make
up the Earth’s crust.

PRE-READING
DISCUSSION

@ Scientists can’t predict when
earthquakes will happen, but they
do know areas where they are most
likely to occur. Can you name any?

BACKGROUND

@ More people were Kkilled by
earthquakes last year than in any year
since 2004. The strongest quake was
in Sichuan, China, on May 12. More
than 69,000 people were killed.

@ The January 8, 2009, earthquake in
Costa Rica was the strongest to hit
the country in the last 150 years.

POST-READING
DISCUSSION

@® Why do you think scientists
can predict some types of natural
disasters, such as hurricanes and
blizzards, but not earthquakes?

RESOURCES

@ For more information on
earthquakes, visit http://earthquake
.usgs.gov/4kids and http:/fema.gov
/kids/quake.htm.
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THE PRESIDENT'S HATS
Students can jump into the role of
the President by taking “The 7 Hat
Challenge” online. Stepping into the
job of President, players embark on
a time-travel journey to train for the
office. Players meet seven former U.S.
Presidents, who describe important

decisions they made during their times
in office. If the player correctly choos-
es the job the President was carrying
out when he made those decisions,

he or she earns that President’s hat.
Players must collect all seven hats to
successfully complete the game. The
game comes with a lesson plan.
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ﬁhis exciting 24-page skills book is
packed with articles and engaging

For answers to this activities to boost literacy skills.

issue’s online quiz, go to

www.scholastic.com/sndanswerkey. Topics include:

e Brief biography of Barack Obama
e How he’s using technology to
revolutionize the Presidency
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READING A TIMELINE

SKILLS PAGE

Inauguration History

Here are some facts and firsts concerning
U.S. presidential inaugurations.

1750 =

1800 =

1850 =

1900 =

1950 =

2000 =

2050 ==

In 1789, George Washington, the first
U.S. President, is inaugurated in

New York City. New York City is the
nation’s first capital. Philadelphia is the
second, before Washington, D.C.

In 1865, Abraham Lincoln, the nation’s
16th President, gives his second
Inaugural Address as the Civil War
(1861-1865) is ending. He talks about
the need for all citizens to work to
“bind up the nation’s wounds.” African-
Americans participate in the Inaugural
Parade for the first time.

,-. In 1937, at his second inauguration,
Franklin D. Roosevelt becomes the first
U.S. President sworn in to office in
January. In 1933, Inauguration Day was
changed from March 4 to January 20. It
had been March 4 to allow time for
officials to gather election results and
leaders to get to the capital. Modern
transportation allows inaugurations to
happen sooner after an election.

J In 1985, January 20 falls on a Sunday,
so President Ronald Reagan is
privately sworn in that day at the
White House for a second term. His
public inauguration on January 21
takes place inside the U.S. Capitol,
due to very cold weather. It is the
coldest Inauguration Day on record,
with a noon temperature of 7°F.

In 1997, President Bill Clinton’s second
inauguration is the first time the event
is broadcast live on the Internet.

In 2009, Barack Obama is the first
African-American to be inaugurated

.

| President of the United States.

1. Where was George Washington

. In what year was Abraham

. Who was the first President to be

. Why was Ronald Reagan’s public

. If you could travel back in time,

inaugurated?
® Washington, D.C.  © Philadelphia
New York City ®© Boston

Lincoln’s second inauguration?
® 1798
1800
© 1865
© 1937

inaugurated in January?
® Herbert Hoover

Franklin D. Roosevelt

© Ronald Reagan

© Barack Obama

inauguration inside?

® because of a snowstorm
because it was raining
© because it was very cold
®© none of the above

which of the Presidents on this
timeline would you most want to
see inaugurated? Why?

J
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Louis Braille’s Legacy

This week, you read about Louis Braille (page 3). The passage below contains more

information on his life. Read the passage carefully. For each underlined word,

choose its synonym from the box below. Synonyms are words that share the same

meaning, or close to the same meaning. Write the synonym on the line with the

matching number. The first one is done for you.

Louis Braille was born on January 4, 1809, in Coupvray, 1.

France. When Louis was 3 years old, he was playing

illness

in his father’s workshop. While trying to cut a piece of 2
leather, Louis accidentally cut his eye with a knife. When
an infection' in the injured eye spread to his other eye, 3

Louis lost his sight? in both eyes.

At 9 years of age, Louis won a scholarship to attend®

the National Institute for Blind Children, a school in Paris, 4.
France. Louis was an excellent* student. He also became
an accomplished5 organist and cellist. When Louis was 5.
about 12 years old, Charles Barbier visited the institute®,
Barbier had created a way of writing that used a 12-dot 6.
system7 and speech sounds. The system of writing was
called sonography. 7.

Over the next three years, Louis worked to simplify8
Barbier’s 12-dot system of writing. Braille created a

.. 9 8.

system consisting™ of 63 characters, each made up of
110 6 dots arranged in a 6-position form. The system
was eventually revised™ to include symbols for numbers 9.
and music. Today, people around the world who are blind
or have impaired vision use Braille’s method of writing. 10.

SYNONYMS

school
method
vision

make easier
go to

made up
outstanding
changed
expert
illness
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