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TEACHING THE COVER STORY

Celebrating Lincoln

STANDARD

SOCIAL STUDIES—
Students should understand
historic figures who have
exemplified values and
principles of American
democracy.

SUMMARY

February 12 marks the 200th
anniversary of the birth of Abraham
Lincoln. Across the United States,
many people are having special
events in celebration of the nation’s
16th President. Scholastic News
shows kids why Lincoln was
important in America’s history.

PRE-READING
DISCUSSION

@® What do you know about
Abraham Lincoln? Why do you
think Americans still honor him?

BACKGROUND

@® Abraham Lincoln was born into

a poor family. He wasn’t able to go
to school very often because he had
to do farm work to help his family.
But he was committed to learning,
and read as many books as he could
find. He often walked several miles
to borrow a book.

@® Abraham Lincoln is often
remembered for the Emancipation
Proclamation, which declared

that slaves from some sections of

the Confederate states were free.
The proclamation showed that the
war had become very much about
ending slavery—that it had a moral
focus. But it actually freed few
slaves at the time. It did not apply
to border states, which were loyal
to the North but allowed slavery:
Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland,
and Delaware. Lincoln urged
those states to free slaves, but
they did not immediately do so. In
addition, states that had seceded
did not obey Lincoln’s orders to free
slaves. Union soldiers freed them
when they took over Confederate
territory, after the proclamation
was issued.

@ On April 14, 1865, just days after
the Civil War ended, Lincoln was
attending a play in Ford’s Theatre
in Washington, D.C. There, Lincoln
was shot and killed by a man named
John Wilkes Booth. Booth did not
agree with Lincoln’s fight to end
slavery.

POST-READING
DISCUSSION

@ It is often said that Lincoln
believed in fairness, respect, and
honesty in his personal and public
life. Give examples of how Lincoln
was committed to these values
during his lifetime. What other
values can you think of that Lincoln
demonstrated during his life?
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_TEACHING TIP
~OF THE WEEK

Lincoln’s Words

Choose a famous speech
by Abraham Lincoln, such
as the Gettysburg Address
or one of his Inaugural
Addresses. Divide students
into small groups. Give
each group a copy of (or an
excerpt from) the speech.
Assign each group one or
two lines from the speech.
Help define difficult words
for the students. Then,
have each group put its
assigned lines into the
students’ own words. Have
each group choose a
leader to read the lines
aloud to the rest of the
class. Have the students
present them in the order
in which they appear in the
original speech.

LESSON EXTENSION
Have students research historical
figures from their state, and explain
their contributions and significance.

RESOURCES

@ For more information on the
Lincoln Bicentennial, visit www
Jincolnbicentennial.gov.

® Don’t Know Much About
Abraham Lincoln by Kenneth C.
Davis (HarperTrophy, 2004).
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Working for Peace ...p. 6

STANDARD BACKGROUND

SOCIAL STUDIES—Students @ A group called Fatah governs the
should understand how Palestinians of the West Bank. Fatah
information and experiences is a Palestinian political and military
may be interpreted by people of organization founded by Yasser
diverse cultural perspectives Arafat in 1958 to work toward the
and frames of reference. creation of a Palestinian state.

SUMMARY POST-READING
Israel recently launched a military DISCUSSION
operation against Hamas, a Palestinian =~ @ Why do Israelis and Palestinians
group in power in the Gaza Strip. Israel ~ claim the same land?
said its goal was to stop Hamas from

launching rockets into southern Isracl. LESSON EXTENSION

Israelis and Palestinians, the main @ Have students discuss places
ethnic group in Gaza, have a history of =~ important to their ancestors.
conflict.

RESOURCE
PRE-READING @ Three Wishes: Palestinian and
DISCUSSION Israeli Children Speak by Deborah
@ Have students heard of the recent  Ellis (Frances Lincoln Children’s
violence between Israelis and Hamas?  Books, 2007).
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