
R
e

p
r

o
d

u
c

i
b

l
e

 
S

k
i

l
l

s
 

p
a

g
e

 

S k i l l s  Pa g e

T4  SCHOLASTIC NEWS / Edition 4 / APRIL 20, 2009 

Name: _____________________________________________________

©
20

09
  b

y 
Sc

ho
la

st
ic

 In
c.

 T
ea

ch
er

s 
m

ay
 m

ak
e 

co
p

ie
s 

of
 t

hi
s 

pa
ge

 t
o 

d
is

tr
ib

ut
e 

to
 t

he
ir

 s
tu

d
en

ts
.

graph skill

Dry Times
This week, you read about areas of the United States that are experiencing very 
dry times. Experts say that the first two months of 2009 were the driest start of any 
year on record. The line graph below shows the average amount of precipitation 
in the U.S. in January and February from 1999 to 2009. Use the graph to answer the 
questions.

1.	 About how much precipitation fell in 
the U.S. in January-February of 2000? 
	2 inches	 	3 inches 
 2.5 inches	 	4 inches

2.	 About how much precipitation fell in 
the U.S. in January-February of 2004? 
	3.5 inches	 	4.25 inches

	  4 inches	 	4.50 inches

3.	 The January-February period in 
which of the years below had the most 
precipitation? 
	2001	 	2005

	  2004	 	2008

4.	 Between which two years did the 
amount of precipitation in the U.S. 
during January-February decrease the 
most? 

	 	2001-2002	 	2007-2008 
	2005-2006	 	2008-2009 

5.	 About how many more inches of 
precipitation fell in January-February 
of 2008 than in that period in 2001? 
	0.5 inch	 	1.5 inches

	  1.0 inch	 	2.0 inches

6.	 About how many more inches of 
precipitation fell in January-February 
of 2004 than in that period in 2001? 
	0.25 inch	 	1.0 inch

	  0.5 inch	 	1.5 inches	

January-February Average Precipitation in U.S., 1999-2009
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