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Dear Teacher,

In time for Earth Day, April 22, this week’s cover story focuses on an
elementary school in Kansas that recently won an award for its efforts
to go green. Kids there do a range of Earth-friendly activities to help the
environment and learn about it. The school’s green projects also reinforce
their character education program. We focused on this school for these
reasons, and also because kids there do projects all kids can do.

We'd like to hear from your students about any green projects they are
doing. They can post their stories by going to the Scholastic Kids Press Corps
Earth Day coverage at www.scholastic.com/news.

I'd also like to take a moment to thank you for being a subscriber to
Scholastic News Edition 4. \We are very pleased to be part of your classroom.
Be sure to renew your subscription for next year so we can continue to
provide your class with high-interest, on-level current events stories that
support your curricula and reinforce test-taking skills. Each subscription will
also continue to include free posters and free reading skills tests!

Resubscribe today by calling 1-800-724-6527!

Stephanie Smith, Editor
Scholastic News Edition 4

Teaching the Cover Story

It’s Our Earth

Standard
Science—Students should
understand what recycling means
to the environment, as well as the
environmental issues we face.

Summary

Students at Starside Elementary
School created green projects that
won their school an award.

Pre-reading
Discussion
@ Think about your daily activities

at home and at school. What
do you currently do to help the
environment?

Background

@® The idea for Earth Day came
from Gaylord Nelson, a U.S. Senator
from Wisconsin. In the 1960s, he
saw that gases released from cars
and factories were making the air
unhealthy to breathe. He helped
organize the first Earth Day on
April 22, 1970. Earth Day is April 22
this year.
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Teaching TIP
of the week

Green Projects

Divide students into groups.
Have each group discuss
this week’s cover story

and develop its own idea
for a school or classroom
project to “go green.” Have
students write down their
plan and how it will help
the environment. A speaker
from each group should
then explain why the group
chose its plan and why it’s
important. Finally, have the
class vote on which project
to implement at school.

Post-reading
Discussion

@ What can students learn about
their effects on the environment
from Bob the Ball?

Lesson Extension
Have students keep a journal of
what they’re doing to help the
environment, both at home and at
school.

Resource

@ For kid-friendly information
about protecting the environment,
visit the National Institute for
Environmental Health Sciences’
Web site at http:/kids.niehs.nih
.gov/recycle.htm.
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For answers to this issue’s online

quiz and an archive of Teacher’s
Edition answer keys, go to www.
scholastic.com/sn4answerkey.
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Standard
Science—sStudents should
develop an understanding of
natural hazards and changes
in the environment.

Summary
Many parts of the U.S. are
experiencing drought conditions.

Pre-reading
Discussion

@ Is water a renewable or a
nonrenewable resource?

Background

@ In the U.S., the first two months of
2009 were the driest start of any year
since experts began keeping records.
@ \When temperatures increase, more
water evaporates. Warm air holds
more water vapor than cold air does.

Scientists say this phenomenon does
not necessarily lead to increased
precipitation in drought-stricken areas.
It can, however, affect where rain falls.
Often during droughts, dry areas get
dryer and wet areas get wetter.

Post-reading
Discussion

@ How would your life be affected if
you didn’t have access to unlimited
fresh water?

Lesson Extension
Have students write a personal plan
for conserving water, including the
changes they would make in their
everyday lives.

Resource
® Monitor the U.S. drought at www
.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html.

This Week Online

FOr kids! o Q|

www.scholastic.com/Sn4

Going Green

Schools across the country are ob-
serving Earth Day with green proj-
ects. Your students can discuss their
projects and other green ideas with
students and teachers around the
world on the Scholastic News Online
Blog. Your class can also explore
ways to help preserve the planet by
reading reports from members of the
Scholastic Kids Press Corps on green
activities in their communities. This
online discussion can supplement
Earth Day activities happening in the
classroom, as well as provide discus-
sion prompts about the environment
and going green.

Follow Earth Day coverage online at
www.scholastic.com/news and
www.scholastic.com/kidspress.
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