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Teaching the Cover Story @

The First 100 Days

Standard
CiviCs—students should
understand the important
values and principles of
American democracy.

Summary

President Barack Obama just
completed his first 100 days in
office. Scholastic News discusses
the President’s progress in the areas
of the economy, health care, educa-
tion, energy and the environment,
and the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Pre-Reading
Discussion

® Why do you think Americans
review the work of a President
after the first 100 days in office?

Background

® Obama signed the stimulus
bill—the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act—into law on
February 17. The bill, designed

to revive the economy and create
millions of jobs, includes extensive
federal spending and tax cuts.

@ The bill provides money to help
states give food stamps to people

in need. It also provides additional
unemployment benefits for people
who have lost their jobs. In addition,
money was provided to help banks
and financial companies lower their

monthly mortgage rates to help
many families keep their homes.

@ The stimulus includes nearly
$40 billion for states to prevent
education cuts. The bill also
increases the money already
available for student loans for
college, and increases tax breaks
for parents who are paying for their
child’s college education.

@ The stimulus bill includes funding
for several energy initiatives. Some
of these projects include cleaning
up Cold War nuclear weapon sites,
making homes and businesses
more energy efficient, developing
clean energy, and creating next-
generation biofuels.

@ Obama calls for all medical
records to be computerized within
five years. He says this will save
money, as well as people’s lives

by lessening the chance of deadly
medical errors.

Post-Reading
Discussion

@ What are some issues, besides
those mentioned, that you think the
President should address?

Lesson Extension
Using a large map of the United
States, pinpoint different areas
where the President has been, and
discuss what he did when he was
there.
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_Teaching TIP
of the week

Staff Briefing

Divide the class into three
to five small groups. Each
group will represent a dif-
ferent Executive Branch
department (Education,
state, Energy, etc). For a
list of these departments,
refer to the January 5,
2009, reproducible skills
page “Executive Team
Players.” You can find an
archive of past Teacher’s
Editions online at www
.scholastic.com/sN4.

Have students make a list
of things they want their
department to accomplish.
Then host a “Presidential
Briefing.” students should
play the role of White
House staff members
reporting on each depart-
ment’s accomplishments,
current projects, and
future projects.

Special Resource!

@® We have more resources
online to help you teach
President Obama’s First 100
Days! For more reproducible skills
pages, lesson plans, and other
resources for the First 100 Days,
visit www.scholastic.com
/yourgovernment.
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For answers to this issue’s online

quiz and an archive of Teacher’s
Edition answer keys, go to www.
scholastic.com/sn4answerkey.
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Standard

SOCiAl sTuDiEs—students
should be able to understand
what causes the movements of
large groups of people into and
within the u.s.

Summary

May is Asian/Pacific-American
Heritage Month. We look at why
America honors these groups, and
their current population information.

Pre-reading
Discussion

@® How have Asian-Americans and
Pacific-Islanders contributed to
American history and culture?

Background
@ People of Chinese descent make
up the largest group of Asians in the

U.S. Other Asian nationalities include
Filipino, Asian-Indian, Vietnamese,
Korean, and Japanese.

Post-Reading
Discussion

® Why do you think many Asians
immigrated to America?

Lesson Extension
Have students research the life of

a child in an Asian country, then
compare it with their own. What are
some similarities and differences?

Resources

@ Asia by Gary Drevitch (Scholastic
Library Publishing, 2008).

@ For more information about Asian
immigration, go to http://teacher
.scholastic.com/activities/asian-
american/.

This Week online

www.scholastic.com/sN4

The FIRST 100 DAYS
Now that the President has com-
pleted his first 100 days in office,
this is an ideal opportunity to teach
civics and current events analysis to
your students. Introduce students to
some of the President’s first actions
in office, take your students on a
Web hunt around the White House,
and more! For free printables, activ-
ity ideas, and multimedia resources,
visit www.scholastic.com
/yourgovernment.

YOU'RE THE PREZ

Students can see how they would
handle the first 100 days in office by
playing the “You're the President”
game. They experience the job of
President by choosing a Cabinet,
setting a budget, and explaining their
actions to the media. Students can
play this game at www.scholastic
.com/news.
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