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of the week

America Votes!
Standard
Civics—PrincipLEs of 
American Democracy  

Summary 
On November 4, Americans will 
make their choices for the next 
President of the United States. Meet 
the two main candidates, and learn 
how voting is the foundation of the 
nation’s government.

Pre-reading 
Discussion
● Not all countries hold elections 
allowing citizens to vote for their 
leaders. How do you think the U.S. 
government would be different if 
leaders were appointed? How do 
you think voting can protect citi-
zens’ interests? 

Background 
● The Constitution’s Framers 
debated the best system for elect-
ing a President. They decided to 
set up a system called the Electoral 
College. (The Constitution has 
no requirement that all citizens 
vote directly for President.) The 
Electoral College was a compro-
mise between people who thought 
Congress should elect the President 
and others who thought citizens 
should directly elect the President. 
In the Electoral College system, 

each state has electors, the people 
who officially elect the President. 
The number of electors in each 
state is equal to a state’s number of 
Senators and U.S. Representatives. 
The Constitution allows the states to 
decide how electors are chosen and 
how they vote on behalf of citizens. 
● The Constitution’s Framers 
also thought the Electoral College 
would be the fairest way to elect 
a President at the time. In the late 
1700s, it was difficult for citizens to 
learn and share information. News 
wasn’t as accessible as it is today. 
The nation’s early leaders thought 
that the civilian population might 
not have the information needed to 
make an informed decision to vote 
for President. 

Post-reading 
Discussion
● What do you think Ryne Sanborn 
means by the word privilege in this 
quote: “Voting is a privilege, and 
everyone who can must do it!”?  
Do you agree with this statement? 
Why or why not?

Lesson Extension
Write a class constitution. What are 
your rights and responsibilities as 
“citizens”? Does your class govern-
ment include voting, and if so, what 
are some of the voting guidelines? 

SCHOLASTIC NEWS / Edition 4 / SEPTEMBER 8, 2008    T1  A supplement to Scholastic News

We are committed to your satisfaction. You can contact us at 1-800-724-6527.

Resources 
● Free Constitution Day lesson 
plans and printables are available  
at www.scholastic.com/sn4.
● For more information on the 
Constitution, visit www.constitu-
tioncenter.org/constitutionday. 
● The U.S. Constitution and You 
by Syl Sobel (Barron’s Educational 
Services, 2001). 

Students are broken up into 
two or more groups. Each 
group is assigned a differ-
ent article from an issue of 
Scholastic News that the 
class hasn’t read yet. On 
a separate sheet of paper, 
students list the who, what, 
when, where, and why of the 
story they are assigned. 
   The magazines are collected, 
and the students’ papers are 
redistributed so that no stu-
dent has a paper from his or 
her group. Students then use 
the paper they were given to 
write the opening paragraphs 
of a news story based on this 
information. At the end of the 
activity, students compare 
their “stories” with the  
original articles.
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Standard  
Science: structure of the 
earth system
	  
Summary 
Mountaineer Peter Hillary recently 
completed his goal of climbing each 
of the Seven Summits. 

 
Pre-reading 
Discussion 
● What do you think are some 
challenges of mountain climbing? 
Why do you think mountaineers 
choose to face these dangers? 

Background 
●  Most mountains form as a result of 
shifting tectonic plates, or moving slabs 
of stone that make up Earth’s crust. 
Sometimes these plates collide with 
one another and push the land upward. 

Over millions of years, the crumpled 
layers of rock form into mountains. 
After the mountains form, the plates 
continue to move and push upward, 
which causes mountains to grow.

Post-reading 
Discussion
● What are some of your big goals 
in life? Why are they your goals? Are 
they personal interests or a tribute to 
someone?

Lesson Extension
● Research two of the Seven 
Summits. Compare and contrast 
them. 

Resource
● For an interactive lesson on plate 
tectonics, visit www.pbs.org/wgbh 
/aso/tryit/tectonics/.

Storyworks classroom magazine for grades 3–6 helps you 
teach the basics, from sentence and paragraph writing to 
fluency and reading comprehension. 

When you subscribe, you’ll receive: 

by today’s top children’s authors

that engage and involve students

that teaches tricks  
for decoding and memorizing words 

with connections to  
standards and lesson plans
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For answers to this  
issue’s online quiz, go to

www.scholastic.com/sn4answerkey.

This Week Online FOR KIDS! 
www.scholastic.com/news
election  
interactives 
Students can explore 
the election and find 
out how our govern-
ment works. It’s fun, 
interactive, and educational!  

Constitution Day
Students learn their rights and 
responsibilities by playing The 
Constitution Game. Also, a Scholastic 
Kid Reporter interviews the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s first female Justice, 
Sandra Day O’Connor. 




