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You’ve just read that learning about fire safety can help prevent fires in homes and in the wild. Most 
wildfires happen in the summer and fall. Alaska has had the most acres burned by wildfires this 
year, as of early September—nearly 3 million acres. This bar graph shows the next six states with the 
most acres burned by wildfires, as of early September. Use the graph to answer the questions. 

U.S. Wildfires

1.	 As of early September, wildfires burned the 
most acres in which state on the graph?  
A Texas		  C Utah

	 B New Mexico 	 D California

2.	 About how many acres burned in Florida?
	 A 120,000	 C 200,000
	 B 160,000 	 D 240,000
	
3.	 About how many more acres burned in 

Arizona than in Utah?
	 A 100,000	 C 300,000
	 B 200,000	 D 400,000

4.	 More acres burned in Arizona than in 
Florida. 

	 A true		  B false

5.	 Wildfires burned fewer acres in California 
than in New Mexico. 

	 A true		  B false

6.	 About how many more acres burned in  
Texas than in Utah? 

       A 300,000	 C 550,000
	 B 450,000	 D 650,000 

7.	 In which states did about 350,000 acres 
burn?

	 A California and New Mexico	
       B Florida and Utah 
       C New Mexico and Texas
       D both A and B
   
	

 
Top-6 States With the Most Acres Burned 

by Wildfires (after Alaska) 

 State 
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Questions 1-10:
Revising and Editing 

Students will receive a mock article. They need 
to revise and edit it. The sentences in the article are 
numbered. Students must determine the changes to 
make to the sentences to correct errors in spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation, and grammar, and 
to make the writing stronger. Similar revising and 
editing sections appear in samples of recent grade 4 
standardized tests or practice tests given in Texas and 
California.

Questions 1-10:
Reading Comprehension 

According to recent samples, standardized tests 
given in California, New York, Ohio, and Texas evalu-
ate reading skills in a fairly uniform manner. This 
manner has been reproduced in the Scholastic News 
diagnostics. There will always be slight differences 
between any tests, but the Scholastic News diagnostic 
reading-comprehension section is similar to those 
in Language Arts sections of tests in California, New 
York, Ohio, and Texas. 

Questions 23-25:
Short-Answer Essays 

These questions will not have answer choices  
below them. Instead, the student will have to answer 
the questions in sentences of his or her own creation. 
To answer each question, a student needs to return 
to the passage(s), find the necessary information, and 
write it down in the space provided. He or she also 
must use the information to form evidence-based 
conclusions or opinions. These questions provide 
practice for any test question that requires a short-
answer essay response.

Scholastic News 
Diagnostic Skills Test

Why Use This Diagnostic?
Our diagnostics can help you and your class in these ways:
• �Practice. Your students may take standardized 

reading tests. Our diagnostics focus on the skills 
students are asked to demonstrate on such tests.

• �Diagnostic tool. Individual student scores  
will help you detect strengths and weaknesses. 

• �Instructional tool. You may decide to use the 
diagnostic for oral reading and discussion. 

Keep in mind that our diagnostics are 
not standardized and should not be used 
to determine grade level, to compare 
one student’s performance with that of 
others, or to evaluate teachers’ abilities.

Answer Key for Questions 11-22

	 11. B	 13. A	 15. D	 17. B	 19. D 	 21. D 

	 12. D	 14. B	 16. A	 18. C	 20. C	 22. B

Answer Key for Essay Questions

23. Answers could include: The games of 
shaturanga and Modern International 
Chess are similar.  The first passage 
described how shaturanga included 
a checkered game board and playing 
pieces such as the king and different 
types of soldiers. 

24. Answers could include: concerned, 
determined, challenged, happy, 
excited. 

25. Answers could include: Yes, 
because a game that spread 
around much of the world over 
several centuries must be a 
fun and satisfying game to 
learn how to play. Also, Andrea 
had fun learning to play it. OR 
No, I don’t like games that  
have to do with battles.  
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Answer Key for Questions 1-10

 	 1. A 

 	 2. B  

 	 3. C  

 	 4. B  

 	 5. A

 	 6. D  

 	 7. C 

 	 8. D 

  9. C  

10. B
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