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chart skill

American Indian State Names
The young people of the Cherokee National Youth Choir in Oklahoma recognize the importance of 
saving their native language. Many U.S. states got their names from American Indian languages.  
Ten states whose names are based on words in American Indian languages are listed in the chart. 
After each name is the American Indian language it comes from and its English translation. 

1. From which American Indian language did Ohio get its name? __________________________

2. What does Nebraska mean in the Oto language? _______________________________________

3. What does Connecticut mean in the Mohegan language? _______________________________

4. Which state’s name is from the Chippewa word for “great water”? ______________________

5. �How many states listed in this chart got their names from the Sioux, and which of those 

state names means “sky-tinted water”? ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Name 	 Native	 Translation  
of State	 Language	 of State Name

Arizona	 Pima	 “little spring place”

Arkansas	 Sioux	 “downstream place”

Connecticut	 Mohegan	 “long river place”

Kansas	 Sioux	 “south wind people”

Michigan	 Chippewa	 “great water”

Minnesota	 Sioux	 “sky-tinted water”

Nebraska	 Oto	 “flat water”

Ohio	 Iroquois	 “good river”

Utah	 Ute	 “people of the mountains”

Wisconsin	 Chippewa	 “grassy place”
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Map Skill

Name: _____________________________________________________
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Population of American Indians in the U.S. 
(by state, 2000 Census)
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1.	 How many American Indians live in North 
Carolina?   
A fewer than 10,000	 C 10,000 to 24,999

	 B 25,000 to 99,999	 D more than 100,000

2.	 How many states have American Indian 
populations of more than 100,000? 

	 A three 	  	 C five 
	 B four		  D eight 
	
3.	 Which region has three states with American 

Indian populations of more than 100,000?  
	 A Northeast	 C West
	 B South		  D Midwest

4.	 More American Indians live in Florida than  
in Vermont.

	 A true		  B false

5.  Fewer than 10,000 American Indians live in 
Maine. 

       A true		  B false	

6.	 Which region of the U.S. has only one state 
with an American Indian population of 
10,000 to 24,999 people?

	 A Northeast	 C West
       B South		  D Midwest

7.  Wyoming is the only state in the West to  
have fewer than 10,000 American Indians. 

	 A true		  B false
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November is National American Indian Heritage Month. In the story “Songs of Pride,” you 
read about Cherokee students from Oklahoma. More than 100,000 American Indians live in 
Oklahoma. This U.S. map shows American Indian population numbers by state. Use it to answer 
the questions.   

American Indians in the U.S.


