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Inventions Take Flight

In this week’s Scholastic News, you read about a project to design a space elevator.
For more than 200 years, inventors have been creating things that lift, fly, and blast off
into the sky. Some of those inventions are used for transportation, others for explora-
tion. This timeline shows some of those inventions. Use the timeline to answer the

1783: The hot-air balloon, the
oldest successful human-carrying
flight technology, is invented and
flown.

1857: The Otis Elevator
Company, the world’s largest
elevator manufacturer, invents
the first elevator for public use.

1899: The Otis Elevator
Company and Charles Seeberger
team up to produce the first
commercial escalator (moving
stairs now seen in many malls).

1903: The Wright brothers,
Orville and Wilbur, invent and fly
the first airplane.

1931: Igor |. Sikorsky invents
the modern-day helicopter.

1939: German captain Erich
Warsitz pilots the Heinkel 178, the
world’s first jet plane.

1957: Russia launches Sputnik 1,
the world’s first Earth-orbiting
satellite, into space.

1961: Yuri Gagarin becomes
the first human in space and
the first to orbit Earth, using the
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first piloted spaceship, Russia’s
\Vostok 1.

1977: NASAs first space
shuttle, Enterprise, is
successfully flown in the sky.
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1. About how long ago was the
hot-air balloon invented?

2. What went up first, the elevator
or the escalator? What do the
two things have in common?

3. How long have humans been able
to fly in airplanes?

4. How are helicopters different
from airplanes?

5. If you could invent something
that flies, what would it be and
why would you invent it?
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